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■  (So  it  stc.iil   \'i)\i.    I    will   \vril( 


-Sh<il,r.si,r, 


All  iiiaiikind  look  backward  and  r('i;ard  tlu'  days  that  are 
g'oiit'  as  the  lia]>i)ii'st  ol"  their  lives.  Whether  they  were 
so  or  not.  dot's  not  admit  of  argument.  Happiness  is  a 
eonditit)n  ol"  nnnd,  and  whoso  thinks  he  is  happy  is  so, 
the  poet  who  deelares  "  man  never  is,  but  always  to  be, 
blest"  to  the  eontrary  notwithstanding.  But  the  present 
work  is  neither  philosophical  nor  metaphysical.  It  is  practical, 
and  no  elaborate  argument  is  needed  to  prove  what  all  will 
admit  —  that  we  enjoy  recalling  our  early  days  and  contrasting 
them  with  tlie  ])resent.  As  the  old  soldier  •shoulders  his  crutch 
and  shows  how  battles  were  won."  so  the  pioneer  civilian  loves  to 
tell  of  the  past,  of  the  hardships  and  pleasures,  the  toils  and  relax- 
ations, of  the  times  when  every  man  was  practiccilly  monarch  of 
all  he  surveyed,  before  there  was  an  official  surveyor.  But  it  is 
not  intended  in  this  work  to  speak  at  length  of  pre-corporate 
days.  Nor  is  it  designed  to  embellish  the  narrative.  There  will 
be  found  no  flights  of  fancy,  no  stilted  rhetoric,  no  elaboration 
of  incident —  merely  a  painstaking  effort  to  fix  the  periods  and 
give  the  stamp  of  authenticity.  With  the  record  of  the  facts, 
the  duty  ol'  the  writer  is  accomplished,  and  if  here  and  there 
the  bald  narration  is  relieved  by  the  interjection  of  a  casual  com- 
ment, it  is  still  in  the  line  of  the  fact  itself.  No  decided  opinions 
are  expressed  regarding  controvei'ted  points,  so  there  is  nothing  to 
retract  or  defend.  If  any  inaccui'acy  exists,  it  is  not  for  lack  of 
diligence  in  searching  out  all  available  sources  of  information, 
and   no    one    will    more    gladly    correct    any    erroi-    than    the    writer. 


AufuiE  Bremner. 


:(   ..1 


:.^= 


"  The  man  who  takes  no  interest  in  his  grandfather 
may  be  a  philosoi)lier,  hnt  he  lat-ks  humanity  and  is  not 
apt  to  be  a  sympathetii-  i'riend." — Anon. 
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A  work  of  tliis  kind,  it  is  a  iic- 
ct'ssity.  l)(>rii  ol'  its  natui'i^  aiul 
sc()])c,  that  tlicre  sliall  be  lacking 
lit(U'ary  (^lej^jiiice,  even  wei'e  the 
writer  inclined  to  lay  claiin 
to  ability  in  that  regard.  A 
ri'cord  of  events,  following 
fast,  having  no  apparent  bear- 
ing each  njxjn  tlie  otlier,  but  nil  tending  to 
a  certain  end.  caiuiot  be  other  than  dis- 
jointed in  style.  A  daily  paper  is  the  proof 
of  this.  All  topics  of  interest  are  toviched 
upon,  but  a  continuity  of  narrative  is  out 
of  the  question.  Let  us,  then,  begin  at  the 
beginning,  so  far  as  we  may,  and  trace  the 
rise  of  London  till  to-day. 
Prior  to  KilJ!)  the  wliole  of  what  is  now 
the  western  peninsula  of  Ontario  was  the 
land  of  the  Neutrals,  a  band  of  Indians  who 
held  themselves  aloof  from  the  wars  of  the 
Hurons  and  Iroquois.  Catholic  missionai'ies  vis- 
ited these  Indians,  the  first  recoi-ded  being  in 
l()2(i.  two  hundi-ed  years  before  London  was  founded; 
^«,iP  and  forty-four  years  later,  in  KiTO.  the  country  was  form- 
^y.-!-^'  ally  taken  possession  of  by  Father  Frani;ois  DoUier,  priest 
^'^■■^  of  the  diocese  of  Nantes  in  Brittany,  and  Father  De  Galinee, 
deacon  of  the  diocese  of  Rennes  in  Brittany,  on  behalf  of  the 
reigning  king  of  France.  Louis  XI\'.  Tlieir  in-oclaniation  recited  that 
in  the  ])revious  year, 
lOOy,  two  missionarit's  from  Montreal  and 
seven  other  Fren(dnnen  had  \\-intered  on 
the  spot,  and  the  territory  was  taken  by 
virtue  of  their  having  been  the  tii'st  of  all 
European  peoples  who  had  journeyed  to 
this  section,  of  which  they  took  possession 
"as  of  a  territory  not  occupied."  The  In- 
dians' right  of  occupation  seems  not  to 
have  been  considered.  It  was  a  country 
rich  in  wild  fruits  and  game,  and  in  his 
description  of  it  De  Galijiee  calls  it  "the 
terrestrial  paradise  of  Canada."  We  are 
more  prosaic  in  later  days.  We  call  it  "the 
garden  of  Canada."  This  proclamation  was 
set  up  on  the  lake  shore  as  neai-  as  may 
be  due  south  of  where  London  now  stands. 
It   was  at   the  mouth  of  Kettle  Creek.     In 

1721  Charh'voix  jKissed  through  Lake  Erie,  and  his  description  of  the  north  shore  was  largely 
instrumental  in  influencing  Col.  Tall)ot  in  selecting  the  site  of  his  settlement  in  1803.     The 
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curious-minded  have  for  years  been  enter- 
tained by  a  legend  —  said  to  have  been  told 
by  Col.  Talbot  to  Mrs.  Janiieson  in  18:^7  — 
that  Kettle  Creek  derived  its  name  from  the 
fact  of  one  of  his  men  having  dro])i>i>d  a 
kettle  into  the  stream.  The  truth  is  that 
long  before  the  Colonel  saw  the  i-reek  it 
was  called  "  Chaudiere "  by  the  French,  so 
that  "  Kettle "  is  but  the  Anglicized  form  of 
the  early  French  name.  But,  as  this  is  to  be 
a  historjr  of  London,  not  of  the  disti'ict,  let 
us  pass  over  all  incidents  not  bearing  on 
that  point  and  come  at  once  to  1791,  when 
Quebec  was  divided  into  two  I'rovinces,  and 
Col.  John  Graves  Simcoe  became  the  first 
Lieut.-Governor  of  Upper  Canada.  Eai'ly  in 
that  year  Col.  Simcoe  had  written  to  Sir 
Joseph  Banks,  President 
of  the  Royal  Society, 
concerning  his  ])lans.  on 
which    occasion    he  said  : 

"For  the  purposes  of  coni- 
merce.  union,  and  power,  I  ])vn- 
pose  that  the  site  of  the  colony 
should  be  in  that  gi'eat  penin- 
sula between  the  Lakes  Hvu-on. 
Ei'ie,  and  Ontario,  a  spot  dcs 
tilled  by  nature,  soonei- oi'  lati  r. 
to  govern  the  interior  world.  I 
mean  to  establish  a  capital  in 
the  very  heart  of  the  country, 
upon  the  River  La  Tranche. 
*  *  *  The  capital  I  mean 
to  call  Georgina,  and  aim  to 
settle  in  its  vicinity  Loyjdists. 
who  are  now  in  Connecticut. 
provided  that  the  Government 
approve  of  the  system." 

Arriving  at  Quebec. 
Governor  Simcoe  met  Col. 
(then  Lieutenant)  Talbot. 
who  became  his  private 
and  confidential  secretary. 
After  the  meeting  of  the 
first  Legislature,  in  17!)2, 
Simcoe  planned  an  over- 
land   journey    to    Detroit, 

and  this  was  accomplished.  Major  Little- 
hales  kept  a  diary  of  the  trip,  and  in  his 
journal  London's  site  is  referred  to.  The 
party  "  halted  to  observe  a  beavitiftil  situa- 
tion, formed  by  a  bend  of  the  river  —  a  grove 
of  hemlock  and  pine  and  a  large  creek.  We 
passed  some  deej)  ravines  and  made  our  wig- 
wam on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  near  a  spot 
where  Indians  were  internal."  There  is  no 
difficulty  in  recognizing  this  as  a  picture  of 
the  spot  where  Elliott's  creek  joins  the  river, 
before  "Sifton's  Cut"  had  been  made  for  the 
railway.  Some  years  ago  Indian  remains 
were  dug  up  in  the  neigliborhood  of  Black- 
friars  Bridge,  and  in  September,  1895,  the 
skeleton   of  an   Indian    maiden,    computed    to 


itin   hi/   iKiir  I 
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have  been  buried  about  seventy  years,  was 
found  near  the  Cove  Bridge.  On  the  return 
trip  the  Governors  ])arty  reached  the  site 
of  London  from  tiie  ojiposite  direction  on  the 
'Ind  of  March.  1792.  and  tlie  clironicler  says: 
•'We  struck  the  Thames"  [tiie  name  had 
till  this  year  been  La  Tranche]  "  at  one  end 
of  a  low,  flat  island  enveloped  with  shrubs 
and  trees  ;  the  rapidity  and  strength  of  the 
current  were  such  as  to  have  forced  a  chan- 
nel throtigh  the  main  land,  being  a  peninsvila, 
and  to  have  formed  the  island.  We  walked 
over  a  rich  meadow,  and  at  its  extremity 
came  to  tlie  forks  of  the  river."  Here  we 
have  at  once  a  description  and  an  explanation 
of  the  coves.  The  recital  goes  on  to  say  that 
Governor  Simcoe  judged  this  to  be  "a  situa- 
tion eminently  calculated 
for  the  metropolis  of  Can- 
ada."  The  Governor  makes 
I'requent  reference  in  his 
correspondence  and  state 
papers  to  his  plan  for  es- 
tablishing the  capital  of 
Lpper  Canada  at  this 
l)()int.  He  went  to  Eng- 
land, however,  on  leave 
ol'  absence  in  1796,  and 
never  returned.  The  cap- 
ital had  in  the  meantime 
been  transferred  to  Little 
York  (Toronto). 

On  the  21st  of  May, 
I  S();i.  the  Governor's  erst- 
while  secretary.  Colonel 
Talbot,  chopped  down  tlu' 
first  tree  in  the  Talbot 
settlement,  in  'vvhat  was 
then  known  as  the  Lon- 
don District.  The  courts 
for  the  District  ■^'ere  held 
first  at  Turkey  Point  till 
the  court  house  Avas  de- 
1  1815,  Avhen  it  was  re- 
erected  at  Vittoria.  Here  again  the  court 
hotise  was  burnt,  and  in  1820  it  was  ordered 
by  the  Legislature  that  the  cotirts  should  in 
future  be  held  "  within  some  part  of  the  res- 
ervation heretofore  made  for  the  site  of  a 
town,  near  the  forks  of  the  Kiver  Thames, 
in  the  townships  of  London  and  Westminster, 
in  the  comity  of  Middlesex."  Here,  then,  we 
have  the  genesis  of  London.  Rev.  Dr.  Web- 
ster had  visited  the  plot  some  eight  years 
previously,  when  the  spot  \\as  a  forest.  Sixty 
years  afterwards,  in  1870,  he  wrote  this  de- 
scription  of   it  fis   it  first    appeared   to    him  : 

'•Ninth  of  Dundas  street,  and  in  some  places  south 
(if    it.    was    a    lliiik    |iinery.      Behind   where    the   old 


i(j  presented  to  Bishop 
i/ires  of  the  Governor 
I  hi/  Huron   College. 
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liai'ivK-ks  wi'i'c  Imilt.  :uiil  iiii  tlic  risiiif^  f;i"i"i'l  iinilli 
iif  the  old  fair  f,n-(>un(ls,  ami  (iff  tlic  little  strcaiiMlhrn 
callca  KiiKlish's  ci-cck)  which  runs  into  Lake  Horn, 
was  a  heavy  growth  of  oak.  nia|)le,  and  l)eech  ;  while 
down  in  the  direction  of  the  raili-oad  station  was 
hardwood  mixed  with  pine,  more  es]iecially  so  to  the 
east.     In  the  vicinity  of    Strong's  hotel   was  a  narrow. 


toward    th 


>ld    lann 


deep  swamj).  iiinnuif 
of  the  raih-oad  station." 

To  the  readei-  ol' 
tt)-day  how  vaj^iic 
that  (It'scri])ti()n. 
Ol"  the  (listiiutivc 
landniai'ks,  Duiulas 
street  only  remains. 
The  "railroad  sta- 
tion" may  mean 
one  or  another, 
while  "the  old  fair 
grounds,"  tlu^  "  old 
barracks,"  "Strong's 
hotel, ""Lake  Horn." 
and  the  "old  tan- 
neries" have  all 
disappeared.  "Eng- 
lish's Creek"  has 
become  "Carling's 
Creek,"  and  will 
shortly,  no  doubt, 
pass  from  vie^w. 

The  decision  to 
erect  the  county 
buildings  at  the 
forks  ha\ing  been 
arrived  at.  Thomas 
Talbot.Malilon  Bur- 
well,  Jami's  Hamil- 
ton, Charles  Inger- 
soll  and  John  Mat- 
thews were  named 
a.s  commissioners 
to  superintend  the 
construction.  They 
met  at  St.  Thomas, 
ill  March,  1S2(),  and 
the  following  yeai' 
tln^  buildings  were 
<<>mpleted.  They 
occupied  the  site  of 
the  present  struc- 
ture, being  two 
stories  in  height, 
(jf  frame  and  logs, 
the  latter  being- 
placed  anmnd  the  two  cells  which  formed 
the  "jail"  for  greater  security.  It  Avas  re- 
built in  l.S:]l.  The  ])resent  structure,  or  rather 
the  rear  half  of  it,  was  erected  in  1844,  at  a 
cost  of  £r),r)()4  lis.  4d.  The  style  of  archi- 
tecture has  jjuzzled  many.  It  was  adopted 
out   of    coiniilimtMit    to   Col.  Talbot,    the    idea 
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being  to  create  a  fac  .simi/c  of  the  old  feu- 
dal castle  of  Malahide,  in  the  county  of  Dub- 
lin. Ireland,  which  lias  been  the  family  seat 
of  the  Talhots  since  the  reign  of  Henry  IL, 
tlu'  first  Plantagenet  king  of  England.  In 
IS7S  tlu^  dila])idated  condition  of  the  court 
house  rendered  it 
necessary  to  have 
material  repairs 
effected,  the  result 
being  t  h  a  t  t  h  e 
"castle"  was  en- 
larged to  almost 
twice  its  former 
area,  but  the  main 
architectural  de- 
sign was  still  main- 
tained. 

The  conditions  of 
settlement  in  this 
district  Avere  that 
a  settler  should  be 
granted  a  lot  on 
building  a  shanty 
18  X  24,  receiving 
the  jiatent  on  pay- 
ment of  £8.  Col. 
Talbot,  the  admin- 
istrator, granted 
many  patents  on 
these  conditions, 
the  first  survey 
being  bounded  by 
what  is  now  Queen's 
avenue,  Wellington 
street  and  the  river. 
The  first  clearing 
was  made  in  the  fall 
of  1826,  by  Peter  Mc- 
Gregor, who  erected 
a  log  shanty.  The 
exact  location  is  a 
question  of  human 
memory,  never  to 
be  absolutely  de- 
pended upon.  Hon. 
G.  J.  Goodhue,  in 
his  later  years,  was 
convinced  it  A\'as  on 
Talbot  street,  be- 
n.  Esq.  tween  York  and 
King,  but  the  bulk 
of  testimony  is  that  it  was  located  on 
the  south-west  coi-ner  of  King  and  Kidout 
streets.  A  few  weeks  afterwards  .John 
Yerex  erected  a  log  house  on  the  noi'tli- 
west  corner  of  York  and  Ridout  sti-eets, 
which  stood  for  many  years  within  the  mem- 
ory   of    residents    still     in    tlieir    prime,    and 
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therein  was  hoi  ii  tlie  liist  wliitc  native  of  was  a  ciudc  alTaii'  <(ini|iarc(l  witli  tlic  iron 
London,  Xa(  lianicl  \'ci-('x.  Li  ISliCi.  also.  Levi  striu-l  iiics  of  t()-(Ia\.  o\ci-  wliicli  we  ti.nid 
Merrick  huilt   llie  first  l)ri(li;('  o\-ei'  1  lie  Tlianies      in    elertiic   car.   iaiiiaj;e.  or  on    foot,  as  fancy 


HON.   (..   .1.   I .(  K  iiii  1 1  I  . 
Fii-sl  Pivsidi-iil  (.r  (■(.iiiK-il,  l>Si(). 


Aii|)(iiiitc(l  tlif  first  Town   Wanlcii 

ipI'  IjchkIoii.   (in  its   separatidii   froiii 

tlic    'I'dwiisliip    (if    1^(111(1(111     l(ir 

iininicipal   pui-]i(iscs  in    ls:iS. 


l-'iist    .Mav.ir 


into  London.     Tp  till    this    time    all    passage  dictates.     After    the    hnilding    of    the    fir.st 

of  the  stream   iiad   lieeii  hy  lording  or  ferry,  bi'idge  there  is  a  certain  degree  of  cloudiness 

the  latter,  established  by  tlie  Beverleys,  being  in    the    record,    bnt    it    ajjpears    certain    tliat 

located    at    a    point    where    the    Wharncliffe  the   second    bridge   was    that    of    Blackfriars, 


()I,I)    VIEW    OK     LONDON.     1S.")1.    AS     SKKN     FKO.M     Till':    SOlTi  1- W  KST. 
From  <i  painliinj  made  lii/  the  late  James  Hamilton,  Ksr/. 

Hoad  intersects  the  river,  but  that  thorongh-  erected  presumably  in  IS.!!  and  reluiilt 
fare  was  not  surveyed  till  live  years  later,  twenty  years  latei-.  Tlicic  is  ecpial  niicei-- 
in  1831.    As  may  be  imagined,  the' lirst   bridge      tahity   as   to  the   date    oF    the   lirst    stiucture 


CITY   OF   LONDON, 


13 


()\cr  llir  I'ixcr  ;it  the  loot  of  \\'('llini4((iii  hiiildiii^-  of  llic  (Irsl  imd  second  ln-jdj^cs  ;it 
street,  liiil  il  \\;is  i-;illed  ■•new"  in  IS  10.  this  pciiut  .'i  I'en'v  was  maintained,  and  duv- 
re|)()it<'d    (lani^cidus    in     IS17.    and    in    the   lat-       in;^-   tiie    low  water  of  suiiunei-  a    I'ootliridjre  — 
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tei-   year    ordei-ed  to  be  rebuilt.  The   Hidout  a  primitive  atf'air  constructed  of  .sugar  casks 

street    bridge    was    first    erected  in     1S4S.      It  and  i)lanks  —  was  in  use.     During  this  period 

was  swe])t   away   by   a    flood,    as  was   its  sue-  the  late  Charles  Hunt   erected  a   l)ridge  from 

cessor    in    1S7I.      In    the   interval  het  ween  the  the  rear  of  his   piojierty   in    London  South  to 
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Ilic  mill  site,  on  the  city  side.  Tliis  lie  iiiain- 
liiincd  lor  jirivate  travel.  A  lawsuit  with 
soiiu'  ol'  the  other  residents  was  the  result, 
they  claiming  that  Mr.  Hunt  had  fenced  in 
the  street  reservation  on  the  city  side.  The 
matter  was  carried  throufi;h  the  courts,  the 
ujjshot  being  that  Talbot  street  was  <)|)ened 
thi-ough  Hunt's  orchard  to  the  river.  The 
bridge  soon  aftei'wards  fell  into  disuse,  and 
after  being  open  some  time  the  Council  gave 
permission  to  close  up  Talbot  street  from 
Siincoe  to  the  river,  and  so  it  remains.  But 
tlie  bridge  is  gone.  In  1871  the  bridges  at 
Duiidas  and  Oxford  streets  were  authorized, 
thougii  not  built  till  some  time  afterwards, 
as  private  subscriptions  were  to  some  extent 
depended    upon.     This   may  be    said    to  have 


cit_\'  limits  three  excellent  railway  bridges 
of  iron,  crossing  the  I'iver  on  the  lines  of 
the  Grand  Trunk,  Canadifin  Pacific,  and  Lon- 
don &  Port  Stanley  Hallways,  respectively. 
The  j-oads  of  the  early  days  corres]>onded 
with  th(>  (piality  of  the  bridges,  and  were 
for  the  most  ])art  of  "  coi-duroy."  Excava- 
tions in  later  days  have  revealed  traces  of 
these  ]>i-iiniti\  (■  i-ctads  at  a  d('))tli  ol'  ten  or 
twelve  feet  below  the  jiresent  sui-face  of 
Dundas  street.  Gravel  and  broken  stone 
came  in  due  course,  and  in  1S<S()  a  section 
of  the  •■entral  ]iortion  of  the  city  was  jiaved 
with  cedar  blocks.  It  was  calculated  that 
this  roadbeil  would  have  a  life  of  twenty 
years,  but  it  was  more  than  dead  —  it  was 
decayed  —  in  three-fourths  of   that  time.     In 


(11,1)    VIi;\\     (about    18:^8)    OF     business     section     of    LONDON,    FROM     EIDOUT    STREET    TO     HIVKH. 

From  a  n-atc7--color  painting  made  by  the  late  James  Hamilton,  and  kindlji  loaned  b//  V.  Croni/n,  Em/. 

1— Fiisl  rf<l  Inick  Imilt  in  London,  by  Dennis  O'Brien  (?);   2— Court  House  ;   :-i— Magazine  :   4— ^^'ilslln  A:  Ilufijhes' 

law  ofHce  ;   5 — Mechanics'    Institute;   0  — Residence   of   Rev.  Benj.   Cronyn  in   IHH'I  : 

7 — Residence  of  John  Jennings  ;  S— Dalton's  soap  factoiy. 
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ended  the  era  of  wooden  bridges,  so  far  as 
the  city  was  concerned,  and  in  1875  the  erec- 
tion of  the  present  iron  structures  began, 
Plackfriai-s  being  the  first  to  be  erected. 
Victoria  Bridge  was  the  second,  and  all  the 
others  followed  in  regular  course  as  the  old 
wooden  strui-tures  •were  destroyed  or  con- 
demned. In  189.5  the  electric  railway  com- 
pany made  arrangements  to  cross  the  bridges 
where  necessary,  and  made  the  extensions 
needed  for  this  pur})ose.  On  this  ])oint.  it 
may   be    added    that    there    are    within    the 


1805  tlie  blocks  were  replaced  by  as])halt 
resting  on  a  concrete  foundation.  Time  will 
test  its  durability  —  to  a  non-expert  it  a])- 
pears  pi-actically  indestructible. 

The  nuuiicipal  records  of  the  early  days 
remind  one  very  forcibly  tliat  "  history  re- 
peats itself."  The  formal  minutes  of  i)ro- 
ceedings  do  not  set  it  down  in  so  many 
precise  words,  but  it  is  ])lain  to  be  seen, 
reading  between  the  lines,  that  wire-jnUling 
for  trifling  advantages  was  quite  as  fre- 
quent   on    the    part    of    nuuiicipal    magnates 
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ill  r.-iily  (htys  as  rvfV  since,  and  the  jji-occss 
was  (|uitt'  as  wi'll  luidci-stood.  Tlu')-e  \\\'ve 
the  usual  motions,  aniendnuMits,  and  amend- 
ments to  the  amendments,  varied  by  an  oe- 
easional  ejectment  of  a  councillor  t'roin  a 
meeting  "  for  cause,"  the  coinicillor  retali- 
atinji:  by  smashinj^  the  windows.  In  1S44 
an  amendment  was  souji;ht  and  obtained  to 
the  villalje  charter,  and  from  thence  on  to 
the  estai)lishment  of  the  town  a  series  of 
by-laws  were  enacted  for  the  better  govern- 
ment oT  tlic  locality,  that  diifer,  not  in  |)iiii- 
ciple.  l>ut  only  in  dej^ree,  from  those  ol'  our 
own  day.  One  by-law  held  a  liouseholder 
responsible  for  a  blaze  in  his  chinuiey  :  while 
the  Council  ]iassed  a   resolution    condenniing 


The  i-eally  great  (ires  ol'  London  are  spoken 
of  t^lsewhere,  ajid  it  is  not  designed  to  fol- 
low conflagrations  in  detail.  But  reference 
may  be  made  to  the  year  1861,  when  a  sen- 
sation Av^as  caused  by  a  large  number  of 
incendiary  fires.  A  reward  was  ineffectually 
offered  for  the  ca]>tin-e  of  the  fire-bug.  Many 
ominous  Avhis])ers  were  heard  as  tf)  the  ori- 
gin of  the  fires,  but  as  they  never  got  be- 
yond the  hated-breath  stage  it  would  be 
gratuitovis  to  revive  them  at  this  late  date, 
and  tliey  may  have  been  calumnies  at  best, 
liul  forty  men  were  appointed  as  special 
constables  to  su])))lenient  the  regular  force 
of  firemen.  In  \H(m  the  incendiary  scare 
gave  place    to    one    caused    by   burglars,  and 
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in  the  strongest  terms  those  who  attended 
fires  from  morbid  curiosity,  and  requesting 
all  such  to  remain  at  home  in  future.  Were 
this  not  done  in  all  seriousness,  one  would 
be  strongly  inclined  to  think  that  it  was 
intended  as  a  bi'oad  travesty  on  those  who 
believe  that  the  whole  science  of  govern- 
ment lies  in  passing  laws  —  as  though  any 
man  living  ever  cared  a  fig  for  a  law  the 
morality  or  expediency  of  which  did  not  aji- 
peal  to  his  common  sense.  It  was  also  de- 
creed that  all  who  attended  fires  should 
work,  under  penalty  of  a  period  in  the  cells, 
and  this  is  still  within  easy  recollection. 
But  the  times  change,  and  now  we  shoidd 
be  arrested  if  we  offered  to  aid  the  brigade. 


a  vigilance  connnittee  jjatrolled  the  streets 
at  night.  In  1  H(V.i  the  first  regular  "  fire- 
limit  "  by-law  was  passed.  To  trace  the  ex- 
tensions of  the  "  limit  "  would  serve  no 
purpose.  Changes  wei'e  made  from  year  to 
year,  the  last  in  189.5  ;  but  it  may  be  men- 
tioned in  passing  that  no  fire-limit  by-la^v 
was  ever  passed  that  was  not  infringed,  and 
it  may  in  sori'ow  lie  added  —  alas  I  for  the 
fellow-feeling  between  law-makers  and  law- 
breakers—  the  infi'iiigements  were  generally, 
if  not  always,  with  the  connivance  of  a 
member  of  the  Council.  Ten  years  later 
there  was  another  outbi-eak  of  incendiarism, 
there  being  sufficient  in  the  course  of  the 
year  to  make   an   average  of   within  a  frac- 


in 
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tion  (if  tlii'ce  ttres  cvcvy  week.  The  paid 
H}-c  (lc|iartnient  liad  ht'i'ii  oi'j^-aiiizod  two 
years  previously,  and  this  \car  (IST"))  the 
eleetrii-  alarm  system  was  inaugurated.  Tlie 
first  fire-bell  for  alarm  |(uiposes  was  run;;- 
in  London  in  1848,  a  trumpet  having-  been 
previously  used.  The  bell,  yoke  and  wheel 
cost  $103.  At  present  there  are  three  fire 
stfitions.  A  glance  over  the  records  of  the 
past  reveals  many  familiar  names  among  the 
members  of  the  fire  department,  which  in 
the  early  days  of  the  volunteer  brigade  was 
composed  of  many  of  the  leading  citizeiis, 
all  of  whom  were  proud  to  "  run  wid  der 
masheen,"  as  the  Bowery  firemen  used  to  say. 
In  IHi'A  we  find  an  eAidence  of  London's 
advance  in  civilization   m   an  eTiactment  that 


store  whicli  stood  lill  a  tew  months  since 
on  the  north-east  coi'uer  ol'  Fullarton  and 
Talbot  streets.  The  town  iiall  of  later  days 
was  on  the  north-west  corner  of  Talbot 
and  King  streets,  a  frame  building  which 
still  stands  but  is  now  brick-veneered.  The 
municipal  proceedings  of  those  days  were 
of  the  ordinary  character  of  a  staid  county 
town,  and  ]nesent  nothing  of  historical  note. 
See  illustration,   ])age  lif. 

The  CanadUni  (Uizettccr.  of  1846,  makes  a 
short  reference  to  Lon(h)n.  It  says  there 
were  then  two  markets.  It  probably  meant 
there  was  a  contest  as  between  two  sites. 
It  was  about  that  time  that  there  was  an 
effort  made  to  establisli  the  market  where 
the     Grand     Trunk    freight     sheds    are    now. 


-^ ^.^^^       -1^'iS— ""*'    r^  •JT'i^,,-''-     '- 


ni{i:i;i    iaiioi  r    1840),  lookixg    wi:>i     i  ijcm    wellini.iun    >ii;i;i:t  to  court  housse. 

From  an  tiajravinfj  kimUu  loaned  by   I'.  Cronj/n,  Efifj. 

The  sketch   for   thi.s  was  probably  taken  al)i>ut  1840,  certainly  prior  to  1844.     The  clnireh 

to  the  rifflit,  St.   Paul's,  was  Imint   down  on  Ash  A\  ednesday,    1844. 
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no  cows  should  l)e  "  milked.  slo])])(>d  or  other- 
wise fed  on  the  siihnvalks  in  the  town  of 
London."  Candor  compels  the  admission  that 
it  was  many  years  after  London  had  at- 
tained the  dignity  of  a  city  before  this  by- 
law was  fully  enforced.  A  practice  that  has 
not  yet  altf)gether  disappeared  was  legis- 
lated against  in  1843,  and  several  persons 
were  fined  for  riding  oji  the  sidewalks, 
among  them  a  clergyman.  This  was  re- 
peated   in    189.5. 

Prior   to    this   time,  the    meetings    of   the 
Council      had     been    held     in     the     one-story 


and  it  is  told  that  the  market  house  was 
sawn  in  two,  placed  on  runners  and  drawn 
to  that  spot.  The  Gazetteer  also  says  that 
London  then  possessed  a  theatre.  Perform- 
ances were  given  about  that  period  in  a 
small  brick  building  which  stood  till  recently 
in  rear  of  the  OC'allaghan  terrace.  My  au- 
thority is  the  hite  P.  T.  Barnum.  On  his  last 
visit  to  London  he  ])ointed  out  the  building 
to  me  as  one  in  whicli  he  had  given  a  per- 
formance some  years  after  the  troubles  of 
1887,  but  he  could  not  recollect  the  exact 
date.     The    circumstance    was    impressed    on 
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lii>  iriiiul  l)\'  tlif  ])r()xiinit  \-  of  (lie  hall  to  the 
place  nl'  the  ex;>cuti()i)s  of  ISIii.  and  hy  fcasDii 
oF  till'  fact  that  his  ])ai-ty  had  excited  the  ire 
of  the  to\viis|)e()])le  because  one  of  the  per- 
formers had  played  "Yankee  Doodle,"  and 
they  were  oblii>-ed  to  make  a  surrej)titious 
de]iarture.  A  curious  feature  about  early-day 
amusements  is  the  fact  that  in  IHi'.i  a  lecture 
on  phrenoloi^-y  cost  the  lecturer  tliirty  shil- 
linj>;s  ($7.50)  for  a  license,  while  a  circus  license 


the  iollowini^'  yeai'  a  number  ol'  xoun;,;'  men 
fitted  u])  a  tenii)oiai'v  tlieati'e  out  of  a  barn 
located  back  of  the  present  police  station, 
and  <^ave  a  series  of  performances.  Here 
Simcoe  Lee,  afterwards  celebrated  throuj^hout 
the  whole  of  America,  and  now  an  inmate  of 
the  Forrest  Home,  made  his  first  ajijiearance. 
He  i)layed  a  female  part,  and  the  ])ei'forin- 
ance  was  interru])ted  by  his  fatliei-  \\alkini^ 
on    the    stasj-e    and    takimj-    liim   off.      Aniont' 


.ii;i.i:i.    LoDKixi;    kast    kko.m    kk  m.\!<  i.\  h 


cost  fifty  sliilling-s  ($]2..")()).  The  i)ro])riet(n-  of 
a  learned  \n^  also  paid  thirry  shillinijs  license. 
In  the  same  year  a  license  was  issued  to  sell 
spirits  for  one  evening  in  the  Theatre  Royal, 
the  hall  in  the  Royal  Exchange  (now  the 
O'Callaghan  terrace).  We  should  smile  to-day 
at  the  idea  of  charging  a  peri])atetie  phre- 
nologist more  than  half  as  much  as  a  circus, 
and  if  is  an  open  (juestion  whicli  v.oidd 
Tccl  most  offended  —  the  ])hrenologist  or  pig- 
niaii      at  being  placed  on  the  same  level,      lu 


those  who  took  ])art  were  the  present  Sir 
John  Carling,  the  late  Sheriff  Glass,  and  ex- 
Mayor  David  Glass.  The  G'izettecr  also  says 
there  were  "excellent  roads  in  all  directions." 
No  doubt  it  meant  "excellent"  by  com])ari- 
son.  A  road  would  h;!ve  to  be  very  bad  if 
there  was  not  a  worse  one  somewhere.  At 
the  present  time  there  are  few  roads  any- 
where in  America  that  could  not  be  made 
l)etter.  Th(>r(<  were  stages  daily  to  Hamil- 
ton and  Chatham,  eveiy  other  day  to  Sarnia 
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aiul   Port   Stanley,  ami   twice   a    wetOv   to   Ciodericl 
There    were  ten  churcheis,  one  weekly  news])a])er 
and    one    daily  mail.     The  population  was  given 
a^s  ."ijSOO.     The  stage  fares  were :    To    Chatham, 
17s.    fid.:    Wardsville,    10s.;    Goderich,    1.5s.;    St. 
Thomas,  .Ss.  9d.:  Port  Stanley.  5s.;  Woodstock, 
6s.    od.:    Brantford.   lis.   8d.;'    Hamilton,    15s.: 
Sarnia.  15s.     If  the  i-oads  wei-e  ■•excellent," 
a  man  could  liaA^e  made  good  wages  at  the 
rates  then  current  by  ^\  a 

The  same  year  (1846)  marked  a  di^ 
tinct  era  in  the  architecture  of  London, 
for  then   was   erected   the   first   brick 
residence  within  the  muiiici])al  bor- 
ders.    The    owner    was    Dr.    Hiram 
Lee,  who  died  eight  years  after,  of 
ship    fever,  contracted    while   at- 
tending a  patient.     Cyrus  Sum- 
ner is  also  credited  with  having 
built  the  first  brick  house,  and 
some    claim    the    honor  for 
Dennis  O'Brien.  There  is  no 
absolute  proof  as  between 
the  three,  but    various 
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trifling  circumstances 
seem,  when  grouped 
together,  to  point    to 
Dr.  Lee.    Such  points 
are    confused    by 
erroneous    state- 
ments  made   in 
print  and   pre- 
served.   I  have 
one  such  be- 
fore   me   to 
the    effect 
that  tAven- 
ty-seven 
years 
ago 
there 
was 
not 
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,  o  ne 

brick 

house 

onBicli- 

mond  St. 

south    of 

King,  save 

the   Tecum- 

s  e  h    House 

and    Nichol's 

ivery   stable. 

V,.     The  fact   is  that 

■"    the    Farrell  (now 

i?    O'Hearn)   terrace 

_^    and  the  McCormick 

ji^    h  o  m  e  s  t  e  a  d    w  ere 

^~~    erected   years    before, 

while    the  iimer  walls 

^.~    of  Hunts  bk)ck  are  ])ar- 

?    tially  built  of  bricks  taken 

from    the  "  Ein   Duetschen 

^    Hans"    which   stood  on  the 

^-?    same   site.     I  have    another 

^^'    wherein    the  insertion  of  a 

r    comma   makes  it  appear  to  the 

_o    reader  that  no  directory  was 

_y    issued  in  London  till  1863  —  an 

-"    error  of  a  decade.     On  such  trifles 

does  history  turn  I 

Asked  at  random  as  to  when  Lon- 
don established   its  waterworks,  the 
average  citizen   would  reply  that  it  was 
in  1877.    Such  would  be  a  mistake.    Muni- 
cij)al   waterwoi'ks  date  back    to    1830.     In 
the  accounts  of  the  district  for  1837  there 
appears  this  entry:    "To  paid  Allen  Buskirk 
for  pump  on  ijublic  square,  £2  10s."     This  Avas 
probably  for   repairs.     Prior  to  that  time  the 
source  of  supply  had  been  the  river  and  springs 
\long  the  bank,  but  in  that  year  a  well  was  sunk 
1  h'idout  street,  from  A\hich  i)ipes  were  run  to  the 
lere  a  reservoir  was  constructed.     As  in  the 
:  of  Hezekiah,  they  "  made  a  ])ool  and  a  conduit 
)rought   water  into  the  city."     This  system  was 
deil     and     the     ••town     wells"     wei'c    a    nuiiiicii)al 
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institution  till  ISo;},  when  tlii'  Lej^isiaturt-  was 
pctitioiuHl  for  an  Act  ^ivinj^-  power  to  erect 
waterworks.  The  London  and  Westminster 
Waterworks  Company  was  formed  the  fol- 
lowinji  year,  intendinjf  to  draw  from  the 
Westminster  ponds.  The  ])roje(t  fell  through 
because  of  a  sus])ici<)n  that  the  ponds  wert^  of 
surface  water,  as  in  later  years  was  ])roven 
to  be  the  case.  A  new  company  applied  for 
a  charter  in  1876,  and  the  then  city  engineei' 
reported  in  favor  of  Wilson's  springs,  on  the 
6th  concession  of  London  township,  as  a 
source  of  suj^ply.  At  the  close  of  1877  the 
Count'il  decided  on  the  pi'esent  site,  and  the 
works  were  built  the  following  year.  Ex- 
tensive tidditions  have  been  made  each  year 
to  the  su])j)ly  ])ii)es,  and  no  city  on  the  Con- 


in   it,  which   \\()idtl   not    bi'  the  case   were  the 
water  in  any  way  contaminated. 

The  cjuestion  of  hospital  acconnnodation 
was  forced  u])on  the  people  of  early  London 
in  an  em])hatic  and  unpleasant  manner.  In 
1S.S2,  Asiatic  cholei'a  of  the  most  vii'ukuit  ty])e 
ai)])eai-ed.  and  so  severe  were  its  ravages  and 
the  fright  it  occasioned  that  it  has  been  said 
the  late  Captain  Groves  was  eventually  the 
only  person  to  attend  to  the  sick.  The  (^nly 
doctor,  Hiram  Lee,  w^as  kept  busy  dispens- 
ing. So  says  the  only  record  availal)le.  But 
it  is  manifestly  an  error.  Dr.  Andrew  Chis- 
holm  was  the  first  medical  man  to  settle  in 
London,  and  nearly  a  (juai-ter  of  a  century 
afterward  lie  su])erintende(l  the  erection  of 
a     hospital     on     the      Hamilton      Koad.       The 


AVELLINGTON     (STREET.      KASr     SIDE     VKTOKIA      I 'A  KM 


tinent  is  furnished  with  l)etter  watei',  fresh 
from  the  s])rings.  It  had  been  intended  at 
first  to  do  all  the  ]>uni])ing  by  hydraulic- 
power,  but  of  late  years  steam  power  has 
been  added  and  both  systeins  are  now  at 
command.  Springljank,  the  name  given  to 
the  waterworks  projjerty,  is  a  chai-miiig  nat- 
ural park,  about  four  miles  down  the  river. 
It  is  accessible  by  boat,  and  the  electric  rail- 
way runs  to  the  ])ark.  Without  going  into 
scientific  details,  it  may  be  broadly  stati'd 
that  the  water  is  free  from  all  impurities, 
being  supplied  to  the  citizens  precisely  as  it 
bubbles  fi'om  the  hillside  of  limestone  for- 
mation. The  best  i)ractical  test  of  its  ]iurity 
is  the  fa<-t  that    lnook    trout    live   and    flourish 


statement  concerning  Ca])tain  Groves  also 
should  be  received  with  due  allowance.  A 
number  of  innnigrants  had  ari'ived.  and  it  is 
altogether  probable  that  the  residents  of  the 
place  found  their  time  fully  occupied  in  look- 
ing after  their  own  sick  or  removing  their 
families  from  the  danger  of  contagion.  How- 
ever, the  statement  has  bt^en  often  made  and 
never  contradicted,  but  it  seems  too  great  a 
libel  on  humaiuty  to  acce])t  it  in  its  bald 
entirety.  Possibly  the  innnigrants  oljjectt-d 
to  luu-ses.  Kev.  Ur.  Norman  McLeod  in  ont^  of 
his  works  tells  of  a  country  town  in  Scotland 
where  a  stranger  nurse  was  refused  even 
lodgings,  lest  she  should  spread  the  disease. 
In    ISl!).    cholera    again   a])])eared.    Dr.    Going 
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taking  charge  of  the  victims.  He  made  a 
charge  for  his  services,  which  the  Council  dis- 
])ut(>(I  and  he  was  forced  to  accept  a  smaller 
sum.  What  an  opportunity  for  a  moralizer  I 
If  money  he  the  measure  of  value  of  the  ser- 
vices of  a  man  who  takes  his  life  in  his  hands 
for  the  henetit  of  his  fellow-man.  little  wonder 
if  the  earliei'  victims  were  neglected.  A  tliinl 
visitation  of  cholera  occuri-ed  in  18()(i,  hut  the 
disease  obtained  no  foothold.  The  first  record 
of  a  hospital  appears  in  1847,  when  a  large 
number  of  sick  and  destitvite  immigrants  ai'- 
rived  from  Scotland.  A  shed  was  erected  for 
tluMn  on  the  Market  Scjuare.  and  a  special 
burying  ground  procured.  This  was  doubtless 
the  okl  Pt)ttei'"s  field  on  the  block  east  of 
where  the  drill  shed  now  stands.  The  cholera 
victims  had  been  interred  in  the  cemetery  at 
the  foot  of  North  street.  Apropos  of  the 
Scotch  immigrants,  the  writer  recalls  a  con- 
^'ersation   he   had    some    years   ago  with   Mi-. 


streets  was  secured  for  hospital  pui'poses. 
The  present  building  on  Sovith  street,  between 
Maitland  and  C<jlborne,  was  completed  in 
187o,  and  formally  opened  by  the  Governor- 
(ientn-al.  Before  that  time  thei'e  had  been  no 
hosi)ital  siu'geon.  an  officer  known  as  (he  city 
])liysician.  Avhich  office  Dr.  Mooi'c  held  for 
scars,  paying  stated  visits.  I)i-.  llagarty  was 
the  first  liospital  surgeon.  Formerly  tlie  city 
hospital  was  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
Covincil,  bvit  of  late  it  has  been  managed  by  a 
trust  of  whom  the  city  furnishes  foui'  mem- 
bers, the  mayor  being  one  I'.r-officio.  The 
others  sire:  T.  H.  Purdom.  C.  F.  Complin  and 
Col.  Lewis.  A  hospital  imdcr  Catholic  aus- 
])ices  was  opened  at  Mount  Hojje  in  ISSS, 
which  was  the  forerunnei-  of  the  present  St. 


Joseph's   hos- 
Richmond 
Both    o  f 
pitals.  il-    ,- 
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Mnrray  Anderson.  That  gentleman  said  he 
had  trusted  many  of  tlu'se  destitute  persons 
for  stoves  on  their  taking  up  land  in  the  sui-- 
rounding  wilderness,  and  he  added  that  he 
never  lost  a  cent,  though  he  had  no  security 
but  their  bare  word — a  tribute  to  the  sterling 
honesty  of  the  old  pioneers.  The  shed  that 
had  been  erected  as  a  hosjiitsd  was  fired  by  an 
incendiary,  prol)ably  fi'oni  fear  of  contagion. 
In  1855,  a  building  for  hospital  purposes  was 
erected  on  the  Hamilton  Road,  east  of  where 
the  "One  Horse  Tavern"  afterwards  stood.  It 
contained  four  wards,  each  with  accommoda- 
tion foi-  ten  patients,  Michael  and  Mrs.  Aud- 
ley  being  the  steward  and  matron  respec- 
tively. This  building  ^vas  also  fired  by  an 
incendiary.  The  hospital  was  then  for  a  time 
located  in  the  military  buildings,  and  in  1862 
the  two-story  frame  house  still  stiinding  on 
the    south-east   corner  of   Yoik    ;iiid    Thames 
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pital  on  the  cornei'  of 
nd  Grosvenor  Sts. 
tlie  j)resenf  hos- 
lustrations  of 
which  are  giv- 
lui,  stand  high 
in  the  reports 
of  the  Govern- 
ment inspector. 
In  connec- 
tion with  the 
city  institution 
there  is  a  train- 
ing school  for 
nurses,  many 
graduates  from 
which  are  now 
Idling  leading 
|)()sitions  in  va- 
rious cities  on 
the  Continent. 
Till'  hospital  for  insane  is  not  a  niunici])al 
institution,  nor  is  it  within  the  Ijoundaries  of 
the  city,  though  popularly  kno\vn  as  the  Lon- 
don Asylum.  It  was  removed  from  Maiden 
at  the  instance  of  the  Local  Govei'nment.  of 
which  Sir  John  Carling  was  a  mend)er,  in 
1870,  and  occu])ies  threi-  hundred  acres  of  land 
just  east  of  the  city.  It  has  acconunodation 
for  some  twelve  hundred  inmates,  and  with 
Pottersburg  on  the  south  and  the  pork-pack- 
ing establishment  on  the  ea.st  and  the  bai'- 
racks  to  the  west,  it  forms  the  pivot  of  a 
thickly-populated  district  that  is  for  all  but 
municij)al  jjurposes  a  pai"t  of  the  city  proper. 
Among  the  charitable  institutions  akin  to 
hospitals  to  be  found  in  London  to-day  ai'e 
the  Old  Men's  Home,  the  Old  Women's  Home, 
the  Women's  Sheher.  the  Protestant  Orphans' 
Home,  the  Mount  Ho])e  Orphan  Asylum 
(Catholic),  the    Convalescent    Home,   and   the 
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lIoiiR'  I'or  liuuiabk's.  Exi-i'pt  the  Mount 
Hope  institution  these  are  not  the  work  of 
any  one  church  or  denomination,  but  they  are 
all  the  outcome  of  the  <  liiirclu's  juul  of  Chris- 
tian benevolence.  All  of  tlie  churches  also 
have  soc-ieties  under  vai'ious  iianies  devoted 
to  chai'itable  works.  They  are  conducted  un- 
Dsteutatiously.  The  members  literally  till  the 
poet'sdeseription  of^those  who 

"  Do  good  by  stealth 
And  hliish  to  find  it  tame." 

In  ]<S()9.  Miss  Rye  visited  the  city  and  was 
entertained  by  the  Corjjoration  in  recojj^nition 
of  her  work  on  l)ehaU'  of  the  waifs  t)f  Eng- 
land, and  Mr.  Middlemore  was  in  later  years 
j^'iven  the  use  of  the  Ross  farm"as  a  temporary 


number  of  street  lii;lits  has  gone  on  increas- 
ing. Electricity  has  been  employed  since  that 
light  became  general. 

It  is  interesting  to  reflei-t  in  these  days 
when  we  talk,  correspond,  travel,  heat,  cook, 
light  and  find  a  motive  ])o^ver  foi'  machinery 
in  electricity,  that  it  is  l)ut  a  trifle  in  excess  of 
the  life  of  one  generation  since  its  first  intrcj- 
duction  into  London.  The  first  telegram  ar- 
rived here  in  August,  18.59,  over  a  wire  from 
Sarnia.  The  first  long-distanc-e  telephone  was 
oj)erated  from  London — it  connected  with  St. 
Thomas  -on  Noveml)er  fS,  1888. 

Tli(>  year  1855  saw  London  invested  witli 
all  the  dignity  of  a  city.  The  civic  expendi- 
ture   during    the   last  year  of  town   life   had 
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shelter  for  English  waifs,  under  the  name  of 
the  Guthrie  Home.  This  has  bt'en  abandoned, 
and  there  is  difference  of  opinion  as  to  wlieth- 
ei'  efforts  in  the  direction  indicated  should  be 
encouraged  in  Canada.  This  is  not  the  place 
to  argue  the  matter.  It  is  sufficient  to  I'ecord 
the  fact. 

London  walked  in  darkness — temporally, 
not  s])iritually — during  the  first  (juarter  of  a 
century  of  its  existence.  There  were  no  street 
lights,  save  such  as  were  furnished  l)y  the  lan- 
terns in  front  of  the  hotels,  till  1855,  when  gas 
was  introduced,  Barkt^r  and  S])ellnian  having 
obtained  the  gas  company's  charter  two  years 
previously.  Since  that  time — save  during  a 
short  interregnum  in  the  "(iO's,  when  the  city 
aiid    company    failed    to   come   to    terms — the 


been  £74.101  K>s.  lid.,  wliicli  seems  an  enor- 
mous sum  till  it  is  ex])lained  that  this  amoimt 
included  £50,000  paid  to  the  London  and  Port 
Stanley  Railway  Company  and  other  extra- 
ordinary expenditures.  The  expenses  for  the 
first  year  of  city  life  wei'e  £1-1,381,  ^vhich  was 
raised  in  1856  to  £88,.'585,  omitting  in  each  case 
the  odd  shillings  and  ])ence.  In  this  year  the 
city  liorrowed  £(i:;.0()0  and  consolidated  its 
debt.  From  this  time  on  the  financial  I'ecords 
of  the  city  show  that  aid  was  given  to  rail- 
i-oads,  schools  built,  etc.,  so  that  the  expendi- 
ture of  no  one  year  can  be  taken  as  a  guide 
to  the  running  expenses,  as  without  an  elabo- 
rate analysis  it  would  be  impossible  to  dis- 
tinguish between  a  bonus,  an  expenditure  on 
capital  account,  or  an  ordinary  current  pay- 
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iiiciit.  Oik-  iiipfliod  of  gauging'  the  growth  of 
the  \;ihic  oT  tin-  city  is  to  he  found  in  a  coiii- 
|i;i  i'i~i  111   III'   till'   a-^scsscd    \ahialion  at  x'arioiis 


As  <',irly  as  1868  there  hegan  to  be  rumors 
of  •■  dis(  ic])anc-ies"  in  the  hooks  of  the  eity 
treasurer,  hut  they    hicw    omt.    wlicn    one   of 


vii-:\\    OF  soiTHEUX   pakt  of  (  i  tv 

Fn,m  a  paiutiiw  khullu  loanrd  hy  Mrs.   H'.  U.  Miirhdii. 

periods.  p]ven  this  must  he  ari-epted  as  only 
approximate,  as  there  were  exemptions,  lax 
methods  of  assessment,  and  other  causes  that 
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prevent  the  figures  heing  taken  at  their  face 
value.  As  to  laxity  in  assessing,  it  was 
charged  in  186.S  that  one  of  the  assessors  had 
undervalued  his  own  propei-ty.  Assessments 
were  then  made  on  the  rental,  and  it  was  said 
the  assessor  had  received  $60  in  rent  while  he 
had  based  the  assessment  on  $48.  Tliis  led  to 
the  resignation  of  the  assessor,  and  in  |)assing 
it  may  he  mentioned  that  Henry  Geoi'geites 
can  thus  see  that  their  scheme  of  taxation  can 
be  used  to  ])erpetrate  a  fraud.  But  this  is  not 
peculiar  to  London,  and  as  the  same  assessor 
was  i-einstated  a  feAV  years  later  perhajts 
there  is  no  moral  in  the  incident  after  all. 
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till'  collectors  was  found  to  he  slioi't  in  his 
l)ayments  and  his  sureties  had  to  make  good 
the  shortage.  The  I'umors  were  I'evived  in 
later  years  and  irregularities  were  discovered 
in  1882,  when  the  city  treasurer  died  by  his 
o\\-n  hand.  But  to  return  to  the  figures,  from 
w  Inch,  without  giving  the  tables  of  po])ulati<)n 
and  assessment  in  detail.  \\'e  may  glean  a  few 
Tacts.  Lca\iiig  out  altogether  the  eai'ly  days, 
which  are  valueless  for  purposes  of  compari- 
son, and  taking  only  the  past  twenty  years, 
we  find  that  in  1876  the  population  was  18,196 
and  the  assessment  $8,508,972,  or  an  assess- 
ment pel'  individual  of  about  $4()8  in  round 
numbers.  In  189.")  tlie  ])o])u]ati()n 
had    nearlv   doubled,    icachiii) 
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Nortli-i'iist  cdi-iit'i'  Fullai-ton  and  Talliot  Sti-fets. 
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o3,4U7.  The  assessed  value.  Iiowcv  er.  had 
not  im-i-eased  in  the  same  I'atio.  llather  it 
liad  decreased,  showing  an  assessment  of 
$437.00  to  the  individual,  or  $ir),054,060  in 
all.  At  first  glan<e  this  a))i)ears  as  though 
the  population  had  ini  reased  faster  than  the 
value  of  the  c-ity.  But  a  sharp  distinction 
should  be  drawn  between  the  assessed  value 
and  the  actual  value.  Apart  from  the  numer- 
ous churches,  government  buildings,  charita- 
ble institutions,  etc.,  all  exem])t  from  tax- 
ation, it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  some 
factories  are  also  exempt,  others  are  partially 
so,  while  some  have  a  fixed  assessment  covei'- 
ing  a  period  of  years  dui'ing  which  additions 
are  made.  Thus  the  figures,  used  compara- 
tively, ))i'ove  nothing  beyond  the  fact  that  we 


l)al  bearing.  The  city  to-day  covers  an  area 
of  4,080  acres,  through  which  there  are  98 
miles  of  streets,  with  over  twelve  miles  of 
electric  railway.  The  street  mileage  is  being 
constantly  added  to,  as  park  lots  are  sul)- 
divided  into  l)uilding  lots.  Over  one-third  of 
the  streets,  ;^7  miles,  are  kept  in  rejjair  under 
the  local  imjjrovements  law — that  is,  by  front- 
age tax.  The  average  rate  of  taxation  in  Lon- 
don during  the  past  two  decades  has  ranged 
a  trifle  bidow  two  i)er  cent,  oi  the  valuation. 
It  should  bt>  boi'ui^  in  mind,  howevei',  that  the 
valuation  is  almost  always  below  the  selling 
price,  so  that  the  rate  of  taxation  is  not  really 
as  high  as  it  appears  to  be.  The  exact  finan- 
cial standing  of  the  city  can  be  best  told  in 
one    sentence :     Its    assets    are    calculated    at 
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have  progressed  both  in  wealth  and  popula- 
tion during  the  period  specified.  But  there  is 
another  phase  of  the  subject.  The  returns 
show  that  in  only  four  years  out  of  the 
twenty  were  thei'e  decreases  in  the  popula- 
tion— the  years  1881-8-6-9.  The  decreases 
were  216,  106,  207,  and  154  respectively,  and 
are  so  trifling  as  to  be  easily  explained  by, 
say,  the  temporary  sto^jpage  of  some  large 
industry,  the  opening  up  of  a  new  survey  in 
the  suburbs,  or  other  local  circumstance.  The 
cheering  part  in  this  connection  is  that  the 
growth  has  not  been  by  lea])s  and  ))ounds,  but 
steady.  Two  j^ears  s]ioa\-  abnoi'mal  inci-eases. 
but  these  were  more  apparent  than  real. 
They  were  the  years  (1885  and  1890)  in  whifdi 
London  East  and  London  South  were  amalga- 
mated witli  the  city  proper.  The  amalgama- 
tions had  no  significance  beyond  their  ninnici- 


nearly  half  a  million  dollars  in  excess  of  its 
liabilities,  and  the  last  issue  of  bonds  —  4  per 
cents.,  running  .'^0  yeai's  —  sold  at  101.70.  It 
is  worth  noting  that  the  first  record  in  the 
Council  procetnlings  of  money  being  computed 
in  the  decimal  system  is  dated  January  25, 
1858.  It  appears  in  connection  with  a  memo- 
rial of  the  firemen  asking  that  $5  be  granted 
to  the  company  which  first  I'epoi'ted  at  a  fire. 
Prior  to  that,  aci-ounts  wei-e  kept  in  Halifax 
cui-rency,  though  "York"  shillings  and  six- 
pences were  the  popular  bases  of  computation. 
London  has  from  the  beginning  been  a 
hjyal  city  and  moi'e  or  less  connected  \vith 
i-oyalty.  The  name  fii'st  intended  for  it. 
Georgina.  was  in  honor  of  the  reigning  mon- 
arch. Hei-e  the  Queen's  birthday  was  first 
celebrated  as  a  holiday,  in  1850.  by  resolution 
oi'    tli(>    Council,   and    in    a    London    cemeterv 
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tlu'i'i>  lies  bui'ied  ;i  d.-uinlitci-  of  Ge()i'j>'e  IV. 
She  was  tlie  wile  ol'  an  ol'licci-  of  a  British 
regiineut  stationed  licri'.  and  was  bnried  in 
St.  Paul's  cemetery,  the  remains  aftei'wards 
bein<^  i-emoved  to  Woodland.  Three  times 
have  members  of  the  I'oyal  family  visited 
London.  The  first  was  in  18(50,  when  the 
Prince  of  Walefe  came  amongst  us.  The  de- 
monstration on  that  occasion  was  said  by  one 
who  accompanied  the  Prince  to  have  been 
superior  to  anything  in  Canada,  where  his 
visit  was  one  continual  ovation.  The  Princ-e 
and  ])arty  ai'i'ived  on  the  afternoon  of  Sc])- 
tember  12.  The  Volunteer  Artillery  tired  a 
salute,  and  a  guai'd  of  honoi-  was  made  up  of 
the  Volunteer  Bifles,  Highlanders  and  Cavah'y. 
The  city  was  magnificently  decorated.  Popu- 
lation and  wealth  considei-ed,  we  htive  had  no 
such  demonstration  since.  On  a  handsome 
pavilion  erected  near  the  station,  the  Prince 
;ind  party  were 
received  by  the 
mayor,  ijarliamen- 
tarj'  representa- 
tives, councillors, 
and  citizens'  com- 
mittee. The  ad- 
dress of  ^velcome 
did  not  differ  es- 
sentially from  the 
ordinary  run  of 
such  affairs,  but  it 
contained  one  sen- 
tence worthy  of 
])reservation:  "Tlic 
fact  that  at  most  it 
is  only  forty  years 
since,  in  the  locali- 
ty where  you  no\\- 
stand,  none  but  the 
!■  e d  Indian  dozed 
undei-  the  shade  of  the  primeval  forest, 
will  sufKciently  explain  to  Your  Poyal  High- 
ness why  we  can  conduct  you  to  no  mag- 
nificent buildings,  to  no  sacred  histoi'ic 
monuments,  such  as  those  which  are  familiar 
to  your  eye ;  but  we  are  persuaded  you  can 
well  appreciate  the  results  of  an  industry 
which,  in  our  circumstances,  are  necessarily 
more  mai'ked  by  the  useful  than  the  or- 
namental." This  sentence  is  not  i-esuscitated 
for  its  elegance  of  diction  —  that  it  does  not 
possess.  But  it  brings  a  picture  to  the  mind's 
eye,  and  so  is  good  writing.  In  reply,  the 
Prince  spoke  briefly  —  six  sentences  in  all. 
Two  of  them  contained  the  kernel  of  the 
speech  :  "  The  country  through  which  I  have 
Ijassed  this  day  presents  the  spectacle  of  a 
population  prosperous  and  happy.     Its  prog- 


I'ess  excite--  .ilikc  admiration  and  astonish- 
ment, and  till'  industry  evinced  on  every  side 
has  nearly  supplanted  the  trackless  forest  of 
past  generations  by  smiling  fields  and  pas- 
tures reminding  you  of  those  which  so  many 
of  you  have  (juitted  in  your  youth."  Let  us 
not  scrutinize  too  closely  the  Boyal  rhetoric, 
which  is  bad,  but  admire  the  Royal  sense 
displayed,  which  is  good.  As  the  party  moAed 
in  procession  to  the  Tecumseh  House  —  which 
had  been  leased  by  the  (xovernment  in  its 
then  unfinished  state  and  put  in  shape  for 
occujjancy  by  the  Piince  and  suite  —  there 
was  continued  cheering  and  every  manifesta- 
tion of  joy.  A  party  of  two  thousand  scbool 
children  had  been  coached  by  a  Mr.  Longman 
in  the  National  An- 
them, and  inan\  arc  j  \  , -''  I 
alive  to-day  whose  j  ___  ^,i,-<r 
fond  mothers  decked 
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them  out  in  liest  l)ib  and  tucker  to  swell  the 
chorus,  which  was  sung  from  a  large  platforni 
erected  for  the  pur])ose  near  the  present  site 
of  St.  Andi'ew's  church.  In  response  to  cheers 
the  Pi'ince  appeared  on  the  balcony  of  the 
hotel,  and  in  the  evening  there  was  a  display 
of  fireworks  and  a  torchlight  procession. 
The  next  day  the  Prince  paid  a  flying  visit  to 
Sarnia,  retui'uing  in  the  e\ening  to  be  i)i'esent 
at  a  ball  held  in  a  pavilion  erected  in  rear  of 
the  Tecumseh  Ht)use.  Some  three  hundred 
couples  Avere  present,  many  from  outside 
places.  The  Prince  danced  all  of  the  twenty- 
one  numbers  on  the  pi'ogi'amme,  and  as  fash- 
ions in  dances,  as  in  all  else,  change,  it  will  be 
interesting  to  recall  what  was  then  in  vogue, 
for  which  pui']>os(>  the  card  of  the  Prince  is 
here  transcril)c(l  : 
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1.  Quadrille 

2.  I'dlkM 

■A.  Waltz     . 

(.  LaiiPi'i'.s  . 

.-..  Waltz      . 


(i.  (ial(i|)      . 

7.  Qiiadi'illi' 

S.  \\'altz      . 

!).  Lancers  . 

10.  Pcilka      . 

11.  (iali)p       . 

12.  t^u.uh-illc 
l.S.  Waltz  . 
U.  Galop      . 


.  .  .  Mis«  .Moffat. 
.  .  .  .Mr.s.  \\'atsoii. 
.  .  .  Mis.s  BciluT. 
.  .  .  Mrs.  Howell. 
.  .  .  Miss  Prince. 
....  .Miss  Askin. 
.  Mrs.  .Tiulg-e  Small. 
.  .  .Miss  Hamilton. 
.Mrs.  ^\•.  L.  Lawrason. 
.  .  .Miss  .Jemiinsfs. 
.  .  Mi.ss  Meredith. 
....  Miss  Hell. 
.  .  .  Miss  (izowski. 
.     .     .       Mi-s.  Rivers. 


doiil)!.  During  his  stay,  addresses  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Priiu-e  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
sijriied  by  D.  Farrar,  President,  and  Charles 
Hunt,  Vice-President ;  the  St.  Andrew's  Soci- 
ety, J.  Wilson,  President ;  the  Synod  of  the 
Diocese  of  Huron,  the  magistracy,  the  militia, 
and  the  Welshnii'n.  Ben j.  Nash,  representative. 
The  Prince  is  still,  thirty-seven  years  later, hale 
and  hearty.  The  royal  salute  as  the  Prince 
left  Canadian  territoj-v  ;it  Windsor  —  he  hav- 
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I.-).   Lancers 
1().  Calop 
IT.'Quadrill 
IS.  Waltz 

19.  Lancers 

20.  Waltz 

21.  Sir  Roger  de  Coverly 


.  .  Miss  Gzowski. 

.  .  .    Miss  Hope. 

.  .  .Miss  Dalton. 

.  .  .     Miss  Paul. 

.  .  Mrs.  Taylor. 
.Mrs.  .Tames  Daniell. 

.  .  Miss  Brouirli. 


The  next  morning  there  was  a  turnout  of 
volunteers,  firemen,  trades  societies  and  citi- 
zens generally,  and  at  ten  o'clock  His  Royal 
Highness  took  his  dejiarture  for  Niagara 
Falls  —  pleased,  let  us  liojx';  tirc(l.  without   a 


ing  come  back  tlirougli  London  —  was  fired  by 
the  London  Field  Battery.  In  1869  Prince 
Arthiu-  and  suite  visited  London  as  the  guests 
of  the  city,  and  received  a  hearty  welcome, 
but  not  to  be  compared  with  that  which  had 
been  given  to  the  future  king,  and  a  coviple 
of  disagreeable  incidents  occurred,  giving  rise 
to  a  good  deal  of  acrimonious  discussion  that 
could  not  have  been  pleasing  had  it  come  to 
the  ears  of  the  visitors,  as  it  ])rol)ably  did. 
One  was  as  to  the  charge  nijuU'  ft)r  tlie  home 
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occupied  by  the  Prince  and  party  —  the  pres- 
ent residence  of  Mr.  Ed.  Meredith  on  Bathnrst 
street  —  and  the  other  was  concerning  a  point 
of  niihtary  etiquette  involved  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  guard  of  honor.  The  third  royal 
\'isitor  was  the  Princess  Louise,  wlio  was  in 
London  in  company  with  her  husband,  the 
Marquis  of  Lome,  the  Governor-General,  in 
1879.  While  in  tlie  city  she  was  the  guest  of 
private  citizens,  bvit  met  many  who  called 
upon  her.  Her  hosts  were  Mrs.  Major  Wal- 
ker, who  resided  in  the  present  residence  of 
Dr.  Eccles,  and  Mrs.  Harris,  of  Eldon  House. 
The  troublous  times  of  1836-7  gave  London 
a  place  in  Provincial  history.  The  original 
selection  of  the  site  had  been  based  to  some 
extent  on  its  position  as  a  strategic  point,  and 
at  the  time  of  the  rebellion  impei-ial  ti'oops, 
the  .■52nd  Regiment,  -were  stationed  here. 
Col.  Maitland,  the  com- 
mandcr.  died  while 
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the  regiment  was  in  London.  The  1st  Royals 
(artillery  ;  Col.  Wetherall)  was  here  about  the 
same  time.  In  the  early  clays  the  20th  Regi- 
ment (Col.  Horn)  was  stationed  here,  and  it 
was  from  the  commanding  officer  that  Lake 
Horn  derived  its  name.  He  made  the  "  lake  " 
by  cutting  down  a  thirty-foot  hill  which  stood 
between  Pall  Mall  and  Hynian  streets,  and 
with  the  earth  so  obtained  he  dammed  up  the 
creek  and  built  a  wall  for  the  lake.  The  work 
was  done  by  convict  soldiers  condemned  to 
hard  labor,  and  in  the  lake  the  soldiers  were 
wont  to  take  their  morning  bath.  In  1841 
the  volunteer  movement  began,  and  the  Lon- 
don Independent  Volunteer  Artillery  was 
organized  by  Captain  Duncan  Mackenzie,  who 
maintained  the  corps  at  his  own  expense  for 


fifteen  years.  In  1851  the  First  Cavalry  Regi- 
ment was  formed,  and  No.  2  Conqjany,  under 
Captain  Burgess,  had  its  headquarters  in  Lon- 
don :  it  was  commanded  by  Lieut.  Strothers 
during  the  Fenian  troubles  of  1866.  Upon  the 
retirement  of  Captain  Mackenzie  in  1856,  the 
present  Field  Battery  was  organized  by  Col. 
Shanly  and  Major  Starr.  The  field  guns  were 
brought  from  England,  being  the  first  used  by 
Canadian  militia.  This  Com])any  did  duty  at 
Sarnia  during  the  Fenian  troubles  of  1866. 
Col.  Peters,  till  recently  commanding  officer, 
succeeded  Col.  Shanly.  Capt.  John  Williams, 
who  recently  retired  with  the  rank  of  niajoi-, 
was  a  membei-  of  the  Battery  for  twenty-eight 
years  and  its  principal  drill  instructor.  In  all, 
he  served  over  half  a  century  as  a  soldier 
under  the  British  flag.  In  the  early  "60's  the 
volunteer  spirit  was  rife,  the  war  in  the  ad- 
joim'ng  Ii('])ul)lic  causing  martial  matters  to 
be  u])i)erniost  in 
the  jjublic  mind. 
In  the  first  year  of 
that  decade  Buck- 
lev's  Art  illervCorjts. 
t  he  Merchan'ts' Rifle 
Co.  (Cai)t.  Taylor) 
and  Major  Bruces 
\'olunteer  Corps 
were  organized. 
Among  the  leading 
militia  officers  of 
that  day  in  London 
were  Colonel  J.  B. 
Askin  ;  Lt.-Cols.,  L. 
Lawrason  and  .lohn 
Wilson;  Captains. 
H.  L.  Thompson.  J. 
B.  Strathy,  Hiram 
Chisholm,  William 
Lawi'ason,  John  C. 
Meredith.  Chas.  G.  Hope.  A.  G.  Smyth  :  Lieuts., 
F.  Kerby.  H.  Long.  Samuel  Peters.  T.  H.  Buck- 
ley. D.  M.  Thonq)son,  J.  B.  Smyth:  Ensigns, 
George  Symonds.  E.  W.  Reid.  J.  L.  Wilkins, 
N.  Monsarrat,  B.  Cronyn,  Paul  Phii)ps  ;  Cap- 
tain and  Adjutant,  A.  Walsh.  In  ]8()2.  James 
Moffat  and  John  I.  Mackenzie  organized  a 
Conqiany  of  Highlanders.  equipi)ing  them  at 
theii-  own  expense.  Moffat  was  then  a  captain 
and  Mackenzie  a  private.  This  state  of  affairs 
would  scarcely  conqjort  with  modern  ideas  of 
military  discipline,  but  it  was  the  true  clan 
spirit  nevertheless.  The  same  year  a  number 
of  British  troops,  including  the  63rd,  were 
(piartered  in  London,  l)ut  Avere  withdrawn  the 
following  year  in  conse(iuence  of  an  affray 
between  Mayor  Cornish  and  Major  Bowles. 
Cornish  has  freqviently  been  sijoken  of  as  the 
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"rowdy  M.iyor."  His  t'licoimtci'  with  Howies 
gave  liiiii  widespread  notoriety,  but,  sut-li  is 
the  irony  of  fate,  of  all  his  acts  this  was,  if 
anything,  least  deserving  of  blame.  Bowles 
had  i)ul)licly  boasted  of  his  intimacy  with 
Cornish's  wife,  and  Cornish  thrashed  him. 
The  troojts  wer(^  withdrawn  on  the  plea  that 
a  "rowdy  Mayor"  had  assaulted  an  ofHcei'. 
The  affray  was  really  between  an  injured  hus- 
band and  a  boastful  libertine.  Afterwards 
other  regular  troops  Avere  quartered  here,  in- 
eluding  the  47tli  and  5:^rd  Regiments,  a  bat- 


Later  on.  in  IcSSo,  the  Seventh  Battalion — or- 
ganized from  the  independent  eonipanies  in 
1X()()  — was  taken  to  the  scenes  of  the  troubles 
on  the  baJiks  of  the  Saskatchewan,  but  the 
backbone  of  the  rebellion  was  bi'okiMi  before 
they  reached  the  scene  of  conflict.  They  were 
kept  at  Clarke's  Crossing,  however,  for  a  long 
tini(>.  In  the  days  of  the  Fenian  troubles, 
w'hen  all  the  military  were  sent  to  the  front, 
many  citizens  became  almo.st  panic-stricken, 
and  Col.  Bruce  advised  the  formation  of  a 
"  home    guard."     For    years    afterwards    this 
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tery  of  artillery,  sappers  and  miners,  and  a 
troof)  of  military  train.  The  Canadian  Rifles 
were  also  stationed  here,  and  the  excellent 
band  of  this  regiment  has  been  the  standard 
by  which  all  then  resi(U>nts  have  since  meas- 
ured nmsical  oi'gauizations.  The  volunteers 
with  the  regulars  did  good  service  in  the  days 
of  1800,  and,  though  the  London  boys  never 
saw  any  actual  warfare,  they  wei-e  well  up  in 
support  at  the  Ridgeway  affair,  while  they 
did  good  preventive  service  at  various  points 
on  the  frontier  —  mjiinlv  Sarnia  and  Windsor. 


was  a  standing  jest,  and  Falstaft's  ai'my  was 
held  to  be  discounted.  Having  had  our  laugh, 
we  can  now  see  that  the  "home  guard"  served 
a  useful  ])urpose.  To  (piiet  the  fears  of  men 
wliose  years  handicapiM^d  their  agility,  and  to 
calm  the  hysterics  ol'  timid  women  —  both 
very  desirable  ends  —  the  "  home  guard  "  an- 
s-wered  as  well  as  would  the  flower  of  the 
British  ai-my ;  had  it  come  to  a  pitched  battle, 
the  "guard"  could  i)i'o1)ably  have  been  routed 
by  a  squ;ul  of  schoolboys  with  snoAvballs.  On 
all   occasions   wlicn    called    iii)on    the    London 
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volunteers  have  <jiven  a  ^ood  account  of  them- 
selves, and  for  many  years  to  come  the  chil- 
dren will  be  told  of  the  ad\ance  on  Hidijjeway 
and  of  the  hardshi])s  of  crossini>-  Lake  Supe- 
rior on  the  ice.  Not  long  since  the  veterans 
of  Ridgeway  turned  out  in  procession.  They 
■were  all  in  the  prime  of  life  —  a  fine  body  of 
men — and  marched  in  solid  column  in  a  way 
that  showed  the  lapse  of  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tui-y  had  not  caused  them  to  forget  their 
training,  while  the  heai'ty  cheers  ^vhich 
greeted  them  i)roved  that  their  services  in 
days  of  danger  htid  not  been  forgotten. 
Shortly  after  their  return  from  the  North- 
west the  7th  Battalion  became  disrupted,  but 
it  •was  soon  reorganized,  and  again  ranks 
among  the  "cracks,"  Col.  Lindsay  being  in 
connuand.  The  other  corps  now  in  Londoji 
are  the  Artillery  (Maj.  Wood)  and  the  First 
Hussars  (Colonel 
Gartshoi'e).  No.  1 
Company,  Royal 
Canadian  Infan- 
try, occupy  the 
barracks.  A  trifle 
more  than  the 
width  of  a  street 
sepai'ates  the  bar- 
racks and  f)arade 
ground  from  the 
city  municipally, 
but  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  the 
military  qiiai'ters 
form  part  of  the 
city.  As  a  matter 
of  record  it  may  be 
well  to  insert  here 
the  names  of  those 
who  formed  the  London  contingent  who  were 
sent  to  the  Northwest  in  1885  :  The  staff 
comprised  W.  De  Ray  Williams.  Lt. -Colonel ; 
Majors  Smith  and  Gartshore,  Adjutant  Reid. 
Quartermaster  Smith  and  Surgeon  Fraser. 
The  Captains  were  Ed.  McKenzie.  Frank  But- 
ler, Thomas  H.  Tracy,  Captain  Dillon  and  S. 
Frank  Peters.  The  Lieutenants  were  Bapty 
and  Bazan,  Chisholm  and  Gregg,  Cox  and 
Payne,  Hesketh,  Jones  and  Pope.  The  Staff- 
sergeants  were  Sergeant-Major  Byrne,  Pay- 
master-Sergeant W.  H.  Smith,  Quartermaster- 
Sergeant,  J.  Jnry  :  Sergeant  of  Andjulance,  A. 
Campbell ;  Sergeant  of  Pioneers,  M.  Cotter. 
The  private  troops  were  Color-Sergeant  A. 
Jackson.  Sergeant  James  Becroft,  Corporal  C. 
G.  Armstrong  ;  Privates  Geo.  Chax'man,  Ed- 
ward Harrison.  A.  Leslie.  Charlies  Pugh.  H. 
IV'iniinijton.    Geortre    Hoticrs.   W.   Schabiukcr. 


C.  F.  Williams.  Walter  Wright.  Frank  Sadler 
and  Laiigford:  Color-Sergeant  Thos.  Goold, 
Sergeants  McClintock.  .John  Hai'ris,  Joseph 
ORoake.  Cor])orals  A.  E.  Walker,  W.  Dyson 
and  James  Goold :  Lance-Cor]K)rals  Josejdi 
Amor  and  Wm.  Brown:  Privates  Hugh  Mc- 
Roberts,  James  Ford.  H.  Ai-buckle,  J.  1.  Wal- 
ker, James  Johnston,  J.  F.  Gray,  H.  Westaway, 
Patrick  Neil,  Charles  Potter,  W.  D.  Crofts,  A. 
Davis.  A.  McRoberts.  James  Lozier,  T.  R.  Hard- 
wood. F.  Young.  Thos.  Livesey,  W.  Beaver, 
\\'.  Andrews,  \V.  Ferguson.  George  Davis.  A. 
Somei-ville  ;  Sergeants  Aniuidsoii  jind  Angliu  : 
Corporal  McDonald:  Pri- 
vates Wanless,  Jone 
Pennington,  Fysh. 
Burns,  Atkinson.  Dig- 
nan,  Kidder,  Burke. 
Hanson,     McCoomb. 
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Ryan.  Ca'sar.Pet- 
Muirhead:  Sergt. 


Graham. Mercer.  Kii'kend 
tit.  Wright.  Smyth  and  .1.  A. 

Borland.  Corporals  Richards,  McDonald  and 
Bayley  ;  Privates  Lister,  Moore,  Mills.  Smith, 
McCarthy,  Pennington,  Macbeth,  Webb,  R. 
Smith,  Lowe,  McCormick,  G.  Westland,  Ben- 
son, Cowan,  Ironsides,  Allen,  Mitchell.  How- 
ard. Davis,  Smith,  Labatt.  E.  P.  Dignan,  C.  D. 
Gower,  Carey,  Gregg,  Carnegie  and  W.  Owen; 
Sergeants  Jacobs.  Summers  and  Neilson  ;  Cor- 
porals Field,  Rowland  and  Opled :  Privates 
Jacobs,  Tennant,  Best,  Dickenson.  Walton, 
Martin,  Johnson,  Moriarity,  Peden.  Kenneally, 
Cassidy.  Norfolk.  Hayden,  A.  McNamara,  Hall, 
Quick.  W.  Wright.  Cowie,  A])])leyard.  Richard- 
son. Northy,  Stinchcond),  Thwaite,  Ralph, 
Beetham,  Walton,  Sinnott,  Rowason  and  Mc- 
Namara :  Sergeant  Line,  Privates  H.  Mills,  T. 
:Mills.  Staiisheld.  Black.  Cdlliiis.  C()p])cr.  George 


CITY   OF   LONDON. 


;n 


Clark,  Council.  Dunkin,  Flnvin.  ll;iiii^;in, 
KtHMUiii.  Land.  Lallcv.  Lovi'U.  Morkiii. 'Plionias. 
Wri-ht,  Wilson.  Lrown.  Ci-awronl.  W.  Wii-lit 
and  .J.  Clark:  Color-Serj^'eant  lioi'innd,  Scr- 
j^eants  Lynch  and  FuUer  ;  Corporals  Harrist)n 
and  Lyman ;  Privates  Allison,  Barrell,  Big';;er, 
Borland.  Brazier,  Blacklinrn,  Dickens,  Duval. 
Essex,  Hicks,  Hood,  Hutchison.  McCutcheon, 
McCoy,  McPherson,  Macdoiiald,  Parkinson, 
Pickles.  Pate.  Pobertson.  Steele,  W.  Smith. 
Terry,  Whittaker  and  Woodall. 

Speaking  of  military  matters,  an  incident 
of  1875  should  not  he  forgotten.     It  was  the 


sation  tlie  writer  had  with  a  xcnerahle  cliief 
on  the  Moraxiantow  II  Keseive  during  the 
holding  of  the  biennial  council  of  the  Indians 
of  Ontario  and  Quel)e<-,  in  1S!)4.  The  conver- 
sation- turned  on  the  naming  of  Indians  on 
their  renouncing  Paganism.  The  chief  said 
that  prior  to  this  the  Indians,  in  addition  to 
their  Pagan  names,  had  fantastic  cognomens 
hl'sto^ved  on  them  hy  the  whites,  and  he  in- 
stanced (leorge  King,  who  had  been  known  as 
••  King  George '"  because  of  his  supposed  re- 
semblance to  that  monai'ch,  and  his  legal 
name  as  a  Christian  -was  acquired  by  merely- 
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distribution  t)f  a  sum  granted  by  tlie  Domin- 
ion (iovernment  to  the  survivors  of  the  war 
of  lcS12.  Cols.  McPhei-son.  Moft'at  and  Taylor, 
and  Majors  Leys  and  Peters  were  the  examin- 
ers of  the  applicants  in  the  London  district. 
Thirty  presented  their  claims,  the  yovmgest  of 
whom  was  78  and  the  coldest  87,  who  must 
have  been  15  and  24  respectively  at  the  period 
of  the  wai-.  The  applicants  had  been  at 
different  points  —  Lundy's  Lane,  Queenston 
Heights.  Detroit.  Fort  P^rie.  Stony  Creek  and 
elsewhere.  Among  the  number  were  four 
Indians,  one  of  them  named  George  King. 
He  is  mentioned  as  his  name  recalls  a  conver- 


transposing  the  two  words  of  his  nickname. 
The  first  two  Indians  Ijaptized  in  Canada,  it 
will  be  I'ecoUected,  received  the  names  of  the 
King  and  Queen  of  France  —  Henri  cind 
Marie  —  fi'tjni  the  French  Catholic  mission- 
aries, in  1610.  The  English  reversed  this 
pi'actice. 

The  need  of  a  public  park  never  entered 
the  minds  of  the  early  settlers.  And  "why 
should  it  y  It  was  only  necessary  to  step  out 
of  the  log  cal)iu  to  liavt>  the  whole  Province 
for  a  park.  Col.  Burwell  was  the  first  to  fore- 
see the  need  of  the  futui-e,  and  he  deeded  to 
the  city   St.  James'  park,  which   was   succes- 
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sively  a  potato  ])atch  and  pasture  field,  hut 
never  a  i)aik.  In  1855  the  city  fenced  it,  but 
in  the  following  year  it  was  leased  to  Thomas 
Fi'ancis,  who  used  it  for  the  pui'poses  stated 
till  it  was  a  few  years  since  cut  up  into  bviild- 
ini^  lots.  Few  of  the  latter-day  residents 
know    of    its    location.     Tt    was    tlic    ])iece    of 


c    ^ 
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ground  bet'\\een  the  track  and  Stanley  street, 
and  the  Wharncliife  and  Wortley  Roads. 
Agitation  for  a  park  began  in  1868,  and  that 
year  the  court  house  grounds  wei-e  granted 
for  the  purpose  on  condition  that  trees  be 
planted  and  the  grounds  improved.  A  few 
trees  were  planted,  but  the  project  languished 
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and  died.  It  might  be  said  to  have  "  died 
a-l)()i'uiug."  Ten  years  later  Salter's  groxc 
(now  Queen's  Park),  was  acquired  by  the  eit,\-. 
and  in  187.'^,  after  the  burning  oi'  the  old 
barracks,  the  ordnance  lands  became  the 
propei'ty  oi"  the  Coi'poration.  and  the  ])resent 
Victoria  Park  sprang  into  existence,  lieing 
dedicated  by  the  (iovernoi'-General,  Lord  Dnl'- 
fei'in,  on  August  27.  1874.  The  Park  was  then 
little  bptter  than  a  piece  of  virgin  ground, 
with  no  ti'ees  upon  it,  but  the  ])lans  had  been 


well  prepared  —  the  services  of  the  gardener 
of  P^iiirjuount  Park,  Philadelphia,  having  been 
secuied  —  trees  wei-e  transjdanted  bodily  by 
citizens  —  Monte  Cristo's  achievement  on  a 
small  scale — and  to-day  Ave  have  a  jiark 
which,  for  its  size,  twenty  acres,  is  a  spot  to 
be  jjroud  of.  It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  all 
the  details  of  the  arrangements  by  which  the 
city  became  possessed  of  the  old  ordnance 
lands.  Suflfice  it  to  say,  in  brief,  that  in  retnrn 
for  a  site  for  barracks  and  parade  grounds  on 
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the  lu'i^lits  \\lii<-h  overlook  Adel;: 
Oxford  streets  to  the  west,  the  t)rdn;iiu'e 
lands  were  tvirned  over  to  the  city.  In  LSSS  K. 
Priti-hard 
and  A.  B.  ^ 
Powell  — 
with  the 
mayor  (  i  - 
officio  — 
were  a])- 
poin  t  ed 
trus1  e  e  & 
for  the 
adminis- 
tration of 
the  lands, 
and  when 
they  r  e - 
linqiiish- 
ed  their 
trust  in 
1894  their 
accounts 
showed 
the  citv  had  beei 
deal.     The  iUust 


give  a  clear  idea  of  the 
nally  and  in  its  vari- 
ous stages  of  evolu- 
tion. The  old  pine 
stump  fence  is  well 
remembered  1  >  \ 
many,  but  a  circuni 
stance  in  t-onnection 
therewith  is  well- 
nigh  forgotten.  The 
original  enclosure 
took  in  the  gore  and 
closed  up  Clarence 
street  (now  Park 
avenue).  The  citizens 
desired  to  open   tliis 


BLACKFRIARS    UlilDUE, 
The  above  are  from  palntiHg.i  by  the  late  Jai 

a  considerable  gainer  by  the      erally. 
ations  (see  ])ages  IS  and   ID) 


it    \va. 


)i'i"i- 


street,  but  the  mili- 
tary objected.  The 
city  authorities  gave 
n  o  t  i  c  e  that  at  a 
cei-tain  time  they 
woulil  I'emovc  the 
stumps,  and  the  mili- 
tary turned  out  to 
prevent.  Nothing 
daunted,  the  I'itizens 
started  to  open  the 
^t  rect.  when  the  ar- 
lillerv  began  to  tii'e 
111  auk  cartridges. 
This  was  kept  up  for 
some  time,  but  the 
stumps  wei-e  re- 
moved. The  affair  i-reated  great  excitement  at 
the  time,  but  of  course  a  moment's  thought 
is  only  needed  to  see  that  the  militarv   \\ ci-c 

••bluffing." 
They  were 
clearly  i  n 
thewrong. 
On  all  oc- 
casions of 
elections 
I^  o  n  d  o  n 
has  been 
known  as 
a  "fight- 
ing" con- 
stituency 
—  m  e  t  a  - 
T)h()rically 
*;  of   course, 

though 
^'  sometimes 

the   term 
c-  o  u  1  d  f  b  e 
taken  lit- 
tablished  as  a  separate 
1     1835.    when    Col. 
the   j-epresentative. 


liarlianuMitary 
Mahlon    TJurw^ 


1857. 

les  Hamilton,  E.iti. 

It  was  first 

district    i 
11    became 


m.At  KFUIAU^- 
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ll;,iMill(in     11.     Kill.-illv 
.•iiul     was    ill     tiini    suc( 
Law  rt'ucc"  Ijawiason  in 
H.    I)ra])er   was   the    ik 


rciiowoi 
IS II.  w 

\t       IIK'III 


ber,  resijj^iiini;-  to  arccpt  a  s( 
on  the  hciicli.  .Idliii  (alter 
wardt*  .Jud<;f)  Wilson  am 
Tlios.  C.  Dixon  Avere  tlir  yi-]>- 
resentatives  till  1857,  \\  lien 
John  (now  Sir  John)  Carlinj^- 
came  to  the  front.  Since  that 
time  Mr.  Carliiis;-  has  re]in'- 
sented  the  city  in  r\rvy  Do- 
minion Pai'Iitiment.  sa\<'  tlic 
present  and  that  one  loi-  tli 
term  of  187J:  -8,  when  Col.  Walk.^ 
won  the  .seat.  The  Colonel  w;i 
unseated  in  the  courts 
Fraser  was  elected  for  the  bal- 
ance of  the  term.  In  1S!)()  Mr.  ('. 
S.  Hynian  was  declared  elected 
and  sat  for  one  session,  but  was 
afterwards  unseated  by  the  courts  and  the 
seat  awarded  to  Mi'.  Carlinjj.  Sir  John  also 
represented  the  city  in  the  Provincial  Legis- 
lature fi-om  Oonfederation  till  the  abolition  of 


i:-,'s 'iil.-i  t  i\('.      Sir    .loiiii    ('ar- 
i;-    liaxiiiLC   dei-lared    bis    inleli- 
in   of  not   a<;'ain   j^'oing  to   the 
Us.  and  havinj;-  been  a])i)oint- 
to  the  Senate,  the  next  con- 
test   I'or  the  Dominion    house 
was   between    Major    Thomas 
Leattie  and  Mr.  C.  S.  Hyman, 
tile   i'oiiiier    opponent  of    Mr-. 
(ailint;-.      It     I'esidted    in    the 
i-etiiin  of  Major  Beattie  by  a 
of  l;>.    A  ])rotest  was 
ind  the  trial  will  go 
|)osterity  as  the  long- 
se    e\ei'    heard     in    a 


iiiajont  \ 

entered. 

down  to 

est    civil    r 


Canadian  court.  evicU'Uce  and 
ai'gunient  of  covmsel  occupying 
a  jieriod  ol'  twenty-eight  days. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  argu- 
ment. Justices  Ferguson  and 
iiiairi.iuc  iii^h'obertson  reserved  judgment, 
'i^*'"'-  ;nid  this  had  not  been  given  as 

these  pages  are  being  written.  .To  recapitu- 
late all  the  incidents  oi  election  contests  in 
London  would  be  as  useless  as  it  is  impossible, 
and  anything  concei-ning  latter-days.  b(>yond 


waters'  mii-i>  —  cabling's  creek,  near  ri\  i:i;       lsi;{. 
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dual  reiiresentation.  Mr.  W.  H.  (now  Sir  Chief 
Justici')  Meredith  was  then  chosen  for  the 
latter  ])osition.  and  occu])ied  it  till  1S!)4.  when 
he  resigned  to  go  on  the  bench,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded'bv   Mr.  T.  S.  llolibs.  who  is  the  pres.-nt 


a  bare  statement  of  what  the  record  shows, 
would  excite  a  i)artisan  discussion  that  has 
no  ]>lace  here.  In  the  olden-time.  ])hysical 
encounters  were  numerous,  and  in  IS:>2.  and 
again    in     ISIl.    the    lighting   liecaine    \irtually 
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ji  series  ol'  riols.  Ixit  llici-c  is  no  rccdi-d  of 
serious  iiijurii's.  No  doiiiit  iiiiiiiv  ol'  tlic  sto- 
ries of  election  tjirlits  are  in  tlie  main  true. 
I)iit  it  is  (|uite  ])r()l)al)le  that  an  e(|iial  imni- 
l)cr  ai-e  a|)ocliry])hal,  anil  it  is  tolerably  ci'r- 
taiii  that,  with  the  lapse  of  time,  all  have  be- 
come embellished  with  what  may  be  termed, 
for  euphony's  .sake,  verbal  embi-oidery.  There 
liave  been  many  excitinjj  contests,  alike  in 
numici])al.  Provincial  and  F'ederal  ])olitics. 
within  the  rt>collection  of  many  now  livin<f. 
but  to  retail  tliem  all  would  be  an  endless  task. 

■■  In   xvinli'i's  tcdidiis  nights,  sit  by  the  fire 
Wilh  -""'1  "111  folk'^.  iuifl  let  them  tell  thee  tales 
Of  woinl  ages  long  ago  betid." — Rirhitnl  II. 

Then    you    shall  hear  of  repeating,  ])er- 
sonation.  intimidation,  bribery,  and  kindred    y 
eleetioni>ei'ing  ai"ts  that  have  —  .so  /  lutn'       / 
hccu    fold  —  been    practised    in    London. 
Probably     the     most     exciting     contest 
known  Avas  that  in   l<S(i.5  for  the  niavor- 


XOKTH    ST.   (sow  QUEEX's    AVE.),    LOUKlMi  KA.ST 
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alty.  On  the  second  day  of  polling  the  mili- 
tary were  called  out — not  to  quell  a  disturb- 
ance, but  to  jirevent  a  possible  one.  Many 
held  that  the  precaution  was  needless.  At 
all  events,  there  was  no  demonstration  worth 
s])eaking  (jf  at  this  date,  and  the  result  broke 
the  resign  of  Cornish,  who  had  practically  been 
the  dictator  of  the  city  for  four  years. 

The  administration  of  justice  in  early  days 
was  crude.  There  were  none  of  "  the  law's 
delays,"  of  which  Hamlet  makt-s  com])laint. 
At  the  building  of  Westminster  Bridge  the 
fir.st  criminal  was  taken  red-handed.  He  had 
stolen  a  fellow-workman's  axe.  This  was  the 
crime  of  crimes.  As  well  take  a  pioneer's 
right  hand  as  his  axe.  An  im])romptu  jury 
decided  that  the  cul])i-it  shouhl  be  banished 
or  gi\eii  a  \\hip])ing.  This  latter  I'oiin  of 
l)unisluiicnt  seems  to  have  been  friMiuently 
inllicted    for    )ietty    tliieveiy,    and    was    later 


su])])lemented  by  the  pillory  and  slocks,  but 
it  grew  into  disfavor  as  the  settlement  jiro- 
gi-essi'd,  and  the  last  lashing  for  larceny  was 
in  ISli).  The  ])illory  and  stocks  withstood 
public  sentiment  foi"  eleven  years  longer, 
but  they  had  been  disused  for  a  long  time 
before  in  1830  they  were  incontinently 
jtitched  into  the  river.  The  whi])piTig-])ost 
was  restored  by  Provincial  enactment  in  1870, 
and  several  men  have  since  been  lashed.  But 
their  crimes  were  of  a  different  nature,  and 
humane  sentiment  is  not  shocked  1)y  tht? 
application  of  the  lash  to  those  found  guilty 
of  s])ecific  offences  against  the  person.  In 
illustration  of  the  ])rimitive  methods  of  these 

days,  it  is  said  that  Mr. 

Clarke  Gamble.  Q.  C, 
Toronto,  father  of 
Mrs.  L  F.  Hellmuth, 
of  this  city,  acted  as 
clerk  of  the  court 
at  an  assize  held  in 
a  building  on  the 
court-house  square, 
London,  in  1828. 
Mr.  Gamble  is  still 
living  in  Toronto, 
aged  8!)  years.  Af- 
ter one  of  the  cases 
was  tried  and  given 
to  the  jury,  they 
were  sent  out  in 
charge  of  a  consta- 
ble to  some  safe 
place.  Some  time 
afterwards  one  of 
the  counsel  in  the 
case  rushed  up  to 
the  judge,  saying  : 
"My  Lord,  the  jury  sent  out  on  my  client's 
case  are  sitting  on  the  logs  outside,  with 
])eople  around  them.  Look  out  of  the  win- 
dow and  see  for  yourself."  The  judge  re- 
plied, "Well,  if  you  can  find  a  safer  place 
for  them  let  me  knoA\-', "  and  proceeded  with 
the  court's  business.  In  1827  the  first  court 
of  quarter  sessions  was  held,  presided  over 
by  Joseph  Ryerson.  The  jail  has  had  many 
temporary  occupants.  In  1836  all  the 
women  of  the  place  voluntarily  made  them- 
selves prisoners,  as  a  measure  of  safety, 
though  it  does  not  appear  that  there  was 
any  need  of  this.  Since  its  first  erection 
there  have  been  but  six  governors  of  the 
jail.  The  first  was  Peter  McGregor,  who, 
however,  only  held  office  for  a  short  time 
as  a  sort  of  "sub."  The  second  was  Samuel 
II.  Parke,  who  in  185S  gave  ])hue  to  Joseph 
Lamb.     He    died   in    ISSO.  and  was    succeeded 


FUOM    POST    OFFK  K.    iNlid. 


CITY    OF   LONDON. 


39 


by  Henry  Fysli.  \vlu>  licM  ollicc  lor  tliiv.' 
years,  and  at  his  (li>atli  tlic  late  <;(>\('rn()r  of 
the  jail,  Patrick  Kelly,  was  appointed.  Mr. 
Kelly  died  in  LSlMi,  when  the  position  of 
jailor  was  assumed  by  Mr.  Kobert  Boston, 
of  Lobo,  ex-M.  P.  for  South  Middlesex.  The 
police  forc-e  in  the  early  days  was  an  iri-egu- 
lar  body,  dependent  upon  their  fees,  a  rej^u- 
lar  force  not  being  appointed  till  1855,  when 
the  status  of  a  city  was  assumed.  Though 
the  police  forci>  of  London  has  done  a  great 
deal  of  dangei-ons  work,  many  desperate  crini- 
in;ds  having  been  taken  in  the  act,  only  on 
two  occasions  have  serious  assaults  been 
made   upon    the    officers.      In    1874  Constable 


rp  till  tli;it  tinic  tiic  lii|iiMr  l;i\\  -not  so 
strict  as  it  now  is — was  practically  a  (lend 
letter.  The  ])olice  foi'ce  of  18n7  was  gi-eatly 
exei'cised  —  as  was  the  whole  city  —  over  the 
criminal  ])ranks  of  a  man  called,  for  want 
of  a  better  or  nioi"e  accurate  name,  "Slippery 
Jack."  His  practice  was  to  gain  entrance  to 
the  sleeping  apartments  of  women  —  some- 
times three  and  four  in  a  night — and  awaken 
the  sleeping  inmates  by  tickling  their  feet. 
He  was  never  caught,  though  often  seen  and 
several  times  shot  at.  Who  he  was  was 
never  disclosed,  though  many  guesses  were 
hazarded.  The  general  theory  was  that  he 
was  an  officer  of  the  garrison,  and  his  idiotic 


queen's  avenue,  looking   east  froji   I'OST  offk  k.   1SU7 


John  Kelly  was  stabbed  and  disabled  by  a 
prisoner  named  George  D.  Miller,  and  in  1892 
Detective  Phair  was  fatally  shot  by  a  man 
named  Wilson,  whom  he  was  trying  to  arri'st. 
In  1878  Sergeant  James  Crawford  shot  a 
robber  named  Thomas  Ley,  who  had  been 
guilty  of  several  burglaries,  and  attempted 
to  shoot  the  officer,  but  this  was  not  in  the 
city.  There  have  been  many  minor  melees 
in  which  batons  were  freely  used,  and  in 
1872  what  was  ])ractically  a  riot  on  a  small 
scale  took  place  on  Dundas  street,  owing  to 
the  presence  in  the  city  of  a  man  named 
Mason,  from  Toronto,  whose  occupatioji  was 
that  of  informer  against  those  who  sold  li(i- 
uor  illegally.     He  was  rescued  by  the  police. 


pranks  ceased  on  the  I'emoval  of  the  military. 
Many  believed  that  moi-e  than  one  were  en- 
gaged in  the  escapades.  It  is  quite  possible. 
All  forms  of  lunacy  that  confer  notoriety 
find  imitators.  The  ])oor  fool  had  a  sorry 
concei)tion  of  humor.  Bright-witted  men  do 
not  consider  it  funny  to  throw  women  and 
children  into  convulsions. 

London  has  been  conipararively  free  from 
capital  crimes.  The  sentence  of  death  has 
been  carried  out  but  twice  in  London  for 
murders  committed  within  the  city.  Prior  to 
these  there  had  been  several  executions  in 
London.  Six  ])ersons  sentenced  to  death  were 
indicted  I'oi-  ]>articipati()n  in  the  rebellion  of 
18;{()  7.     Tlu'ii-  "crime"   carries  no  stigma  at 
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tliis  (late,  and  it  is  siiniciciit  t(i  slalc  that 
their  iiaiiu>s  \\('r('  Corju'lius  ('uiniiiij;liaiii. 
Joshua  G.  Doane,  Amos  Peaslev,  Adam  Clark. 
John    Scott    and    Enos    Scott.  '  In    ]S:il    C.   A. 


li 

and  woid 
notoiit't  \- 
(>r   wliicli 


VKTORIA    DISASTER, 
MAY    24,    1881. 

Burley    (or    Burleigh) 
was    hanged   for   the 
murder  hy  shooting  of 
C'onstahh'  Pomeroy,  at 
Bayhani.     A   ghastly 
scene    was    enacted    at 
the  execution.     As  the 
drop    fell    the    rope 
hroke  and    the   half- 
strangled   man  is  said  to  liave   \va 
about  till  another  halter  was  ]>rocui'i'd. 
The  latter  part  of  the  story  is  ])rol)al)ly 
untrue,    for  obvious  reasons.     The   fol- 
lowing   year   Jonatlian    St)vereen    was 
hanged  for  the    brutal    murder    of    hi- 
wife  and  seven  children  near  Burford. 
All    other    executions    in    London    arc 
within  the  memory  of    living    inhal)it- 
ants.      Thomas    Jones    was    hanged    in 
1868    for    the    murder    of    his    niece    in 
Delaware;    he  protested  his    innocence 
on  the  scaffold.     He  was  the  last  male- 
factor   publicly    executed    in    London. 
The  statement  has  been  made  in  i)rint 
that  he    suffered  on  the  same  scalf 
as    did    the    victims    of    the    rebel! i 
Such   was    not    the    case.     The    luni 
used  in  all  gallows  structures    in  Lon- 
don  has   been   rented  for    the    purpose 
and  I'eturned  to  the  yai'd  from  whence 


anie.  it  would  sei\  e  no  useful  ])urpose. 
(■(iiil'ei-  inieiix  iable  and  undesei'ved 
fi)  indicate  the  house  the  threshold 
is  I'ormed  of  the  crossbeam  of  the 
sea  Hold  from  which  Jones  was  hanged. 
I)ut  it  is  still  standing  in  London,  and 
known  to  the  writer.  In  1871  Angus  Pick- 
:i\-d  was  hanged  in  the  jail  yard  for  the 
shooting  of  his  emi)loyer,  Duncan  McVan- 
nell,  an  East  Nissouri  farmer.  There  was 
an  element  of  romance  connected  with 
I  he  tragedy  that  lifts  it  above  the  brutal 
butcheries  of  others.  Pickard  was  engaged 
to  be  married,  but  on  sonu^  re])resentations 
1)\-  M(A'annell  to  the  ])i'()spective  fatlier- 
in-l;iw  tlii^  match  was  forl)idden.  Pickard 
askcnl  for  his  wages  that  he  might  go  else- 
wliere  and  marry,  and  after  several  re- 
iusals  he  shot  his  em])loyer.  The  only 
woman  hanged 
i  n  London  \\-  a  s 
Ph(ebe  Campbell, 
who  suffered  the 
extreme  ])enalty 
in  1872.  The  mur- 
der, committed 
in  Nissoui'i,  was  a 
])eculiarly  brutal 
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one,  the  victim 
the  outfonie  o 
murderess  and 
Hu^h    Coyle. 


Ix-iiiL;-  lici-  liiisliaiid.  It  was 
ail      iiit  i-i<;il('     Ix'twccli     the 

licr     liushaiid's     liircd     man. 

IJcnjamin  Siimnoiis  was 
lianfjjed  in  1885  for  tlie  butchery  of  liis  par- 
amour, Mary  Ann  Stokes,  and  .lames  Smitli 
in  1890  for  the  murder  of  one  who  for 
thirty  years  had  i)assed  as  liis  wife,  but  with 
whom,  as  he  confessed  under  the  gallows,  he 
had  eloped  from  England,  leaving  a  wife  be- 
hind. .Vt  this  execution  tlu^  hangman  was 
loi-  the  tirst  time  unmasked.  He  was  tlie  now 
notorious  Radcliffe.  This  record  of  c;i])ital 
crime  and  its  punishment  is  as  concise  as  the 
facts  ])ermit.  It  is  not  a  pleasant  sidiject. 
A  dreadful  tragedy,  the  sad  memories  of 
which    have    become    mellowed    by  time,   oc- 


of  l:{  tons  hurt  hen.  70  feet  long,  with  a  2()-foot 
beam.  ;iii<l  when  loaded  to  her  normal  capac- 
it\  had  a  water  draught  of  16  inches.  These 
tigures  are  official,  but  in  estimating  the  capac- 
ity of  the  l)oat  the  flimsy  nature  of  her  con- 
struction should  b<^  taken  into  account,  as  this 
contributed  largely  to  the  subsequent  loss  of 
life.  As  the  boat  ueai'ed  the  Cove  bridge,  and 
when  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  below  the 
bend,  she  careened,  the  boiler  became  loose, 
and.  rolling  over,  carried  away  the  stanchions 
that  sujjported  the  hurricane  deck.  The  pas- 
sengers were  crushed  down  and  about  one- 
third  oi'  one-fourth  of  the  total  lost  their 
lives.  The  exact  number  who  were  drowned 
or  crushed  to  death  cannot  be  stated,  but 
tliere   were   182  interments  in   the  local  ceme- 
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curred  on  the  24th  of  May,  1881.  The  air  was 
clear,  the  sun  shone,  and  it  was  veritable 
"Queen's  weather."  The  city  had  given  itself 
up  to  holiday  purposes.  Tliousands  had  gone 
on  excursitms,  but  thousands  still  remained, 
and  of  these  many  made  Springbank  their 
objective  point.  The  steamboats  Avei-e  ci-owded 
fai-  beyond  their  legalized  c-apacity  in  convey- 
ing passengers  down  the  river  all  day,  and 
the  crush  became  greater  on  the  retui'u  trips 
toward  nightfall.  About  five  o'(dock  the 
"Victoria"  left  the  dock  at  Springbank  on 
what  proved  her  last  tri]).  That  she  was 
overloaded  all  at  the  scene  were  well  aware. 
The  estimates  as  to  the  nund)er  on  board 
range  frf)m  600  to  800,  but  there  is  no  method 
of  ex;i<tlv  determiniii"'-.      The     •  ^'i(•t  niia  "    was 


teries,  and  several  l)odies  were  taken  else- 
where for  sepulture.  It  is  i)robably  not  over- 
stating it  to  say  that  200  ])ersons  lost  their 
lives,  and  one  estimate  made  at  the  time, 
based  on  very  careful  calculation,  placed  it  at 
215.  To  realize  the  full  horror  of  the  disaster, 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  all  the  victims 
were  from  a  circumscribed  area.  Few  fami- 
lies in  London  escaped  without  the  loss  of  a 
relative  —  none  without  the  loss  of  a  friend. 
Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  authori- 
ties of  the  boat,  but  as  time  wore  on  the 
excitement  became  allayed,  and  no  judicial 
punishment  followed.  That  bad  judgment 
was  shown  in  overloading  the  boat  goes  with- 
out saying,  but  it  was  not  tinctured  by  cupid- 
ity, as  all   had   i)aid    their   return   fares.     The 
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Comifil  resolved  to  erect  a  inomiinent  in 
nieniorv  ol*  the  victims.  l)ut  the  matter  iiexer 
went  beyond  tlie  i)assai>-e  ol'  the  resolntion. 
and  the  i)ro])osal  would  lind  no  favor  to-day. 
The  accident  ]iut  a  dami)er  Tor  a  time  on 
aquatic  sjxjrts.  hiii  hoatinir  as  a  ])astime  is 
a>;ain  hi  favor,  and  the  London  Boat  C'lul)  is 
a  nourishing  institution,  with  a  connnodious 
boathouse  and  grounds  that  have  been  laid 
out  as  a  golfing  place,  bowling  green  and 
tennis  lawn.  A  large 
fleet  of  pleasure  boats 
l)ly  between  the  city 
and  Springbank.  In 
i  he  early  years  ol' 
London  the  favorite 
stretch  of  water  for 
l)oating  was  on  the 
south  branch,  and  no 
doubt  this  will  in 
future  become  as  it 
was  in  the  past.  All 
the  facilities  for  boat- 
i  n  g  a  r  e 
tiiere.  but  Springbank  is  the 
favoi'ite    resort. 

The  physical  geography  of  Lon- 
don is  such  that,  while  there  is  a 
fi-eshet  every  spring,  the  city  does 
not  sufFer  therefrom.  Built  as  it 
is  on  a  gradual  slope  from  the 
l)oint  where  the  two  brancdies  of 
the  stream  form  a  "  foi-k."  tlie 
natural  valley  only  is  flooded  and 
there  are  but  few  dwellings  and 
no  business  houses  ever  affected. 
An  exceptional  flood  occurred  in 
1883,  but  it  was  in  midsumnu  i 
and  was  occasioned  by  a  (douil 
burst.  The  downi)our  began  on 
the    inght    of    tlie    lOtli    (.F    duly. 


L( 


East. 


In  the  surround- 
ing country  and 
in  London  West 
a  great  deal  of 
damage  was  done, 
se\eral  liouses  be- 
ing wrecked,  and 
eight  lives  were 
lost.  The  storm 
area  was  small, 
l)ut  the  rapid  rise 
of  the  waters 
caused  consider- 
able loss  along 
the  course  of  tlie 
stream  by  which 
tlie  do  wii  ]>o  u  r 
I'ound  its  wa\'  to 
the  lakes, 
in  its  early  days  known  as 
becanu>  a  ])art  of  the  city. 
The   settlement   dates   back 
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Lillev's  Corners, 
Ward  5,  in  1885. 
to  early  days.  In  1851  Muri'ay  Anderson  pur- 
chased a  lot  in  what  was  then  "English's 
i>usli."  sui-j((unding  the  log  cabin  of  the  pio- 
neer. Noble  F.  Enghsh.  In  1804,  when  the 
first  oil  refiner-ies  were  started  by  W.  Bayley, 
Sen.,  and  the  Dullield  Bros.,  the  ])0])ulation  of 
London  p]ast  was  about  500.  but  the  deNclo])- 
meiit  of  the  oil  industry  doubled  this  in  the 
next  two  years.  The  city  pursued  a  short- 
sighted i^olicy  in  driving  the  refineries  Ijeyond 
the  city  limits,  because  of  complaints  regard- 
ing tlie  odor  of  the  oil  in  course  of  treatment. 
The  od(jr  I'emained.  but  the  taxable  ])roperty 
was  outside  of  the  jurisdiction  of  city  assess- 
ors. The  settlement  grew  apace  till  1874, 
when  the  population  numbered  2,500  and 
incorporation  as  a  village  was  decided  upon. 
On  the  1st  of  January,  1875,  the  following 
became  the  first  municijial  rulers  of  the  vil- 
lage :     Reeve.    A.    M.    Ross;     De])uty     Reeve. 
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Peter  AUaster  ;  Councillors.  Isnac  Wjitciiii.iii. 
R.  Gough  and  .J.  H.  McMeclian  :  Clt-rU.  A. 
Isaac-;  Treasurer,  J.  I).  Smith.  There  is  no 
need  to  follow  in  detail  the  progress  of  the 
village  —  to  tell  how  the  oil  industi-y  grew, 
dec-lined  and  i-evived  :  of  the  establishment  of 
the  car  works,  their  burning,  al)andonnient, 
and  resusc-itatiou.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that 
after  ten  years  of  life  as  a  village  —  nmc-h  of 
the  time  of  the  municipal  rulers  being  occu- 
pied in  petty  squabbles  over  purely  local  and 
trivial  concerns — London  East  took  a  broader 
view  of  its  destiny  and  cast  in  its  lot  ^^•ith 
London,  making  nuiniri|)ally  what  had  Ixmmi 
])racti(aliy  and  (•oninicicially  one  from  the 
beginning. 

The  y:enesis  of  London   South  offers  notli- 


iif  2,500,  with  a  fine  s(-iioolliouse  and  two 
churc-hes  —  Episcopalian  and  Methodist.  Tiif 
\illage  calls  for  no  special  remark  in  .1  coni- 
mer(-ial  sense,  being  in  that  rc^gard  .1  jiaii  and 
])arc(d  of  the  city  ])r(j])er. 

At  fii'st  glance  it  might  appc.ir  lar-lctclicd 
to  cite  the  London  (lun  Chd)  and  the  London 
Hvmt  to  show  the  development  and  growth 
of  the  <-ity.  Possibly  it  would  be  so  were  th«\\- 
quoted  as  factors  in  the  clevelojuuent.  but  as 
pi'oofs  thereof  ncjthing  (-oidd  be  more  perti- 
nent. In  the  early  days  there  was  no  such 
thing  as  hunting  for  sjxa-t.  The  streams  were 
full  of  fish,  ^vhile  game  birds  and  edible  ani- 
mals tln-onged  tiie  woods.  No  restric-tive  laws 
hindered  the  funiishing  of  the  tables  of  the 
settlers,  and    Inuiting   and    fishing   wei'e   then 
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ing  for  especial  remark.  Municipally  there 
never  was  a  London  South.  That  was  merely 
a  local  name  given  to  the  section  across  the 
river  in  the  tcnvnship  of  Westminster,  which 
grew  because  of  its  desirability  as  a  dwelling 
phu-e.  Industrially  it  lias  no  liistory.  but  on 
its  ai-cession  to  tlu-  city  in  bSSIO.  as  Wai-d  (i.  it 
added  considerably  to  the  i)oi)ulation  and 
assessable  value  of  London. 

Though  this  is  not  designed  as  a  story  of 
the  whole  section,  injustice  would  be  done 
were  no  mention  made  of  London  West, 
wdiich  is  in  everything  but  its  munici])al  ])oli- 
(-y  a  pcirtion  of  the  city  and  shortly  destined 
to  become  a  ward  of  itself.  It  was  incor])o- 
rated  in  1S74,  having  ])reviously  been  known 
loc-ally    as  Petei-sville.    and  has    a    population 


matters  of  routine  labor  i-ather  than  of  sport, 
as  necessary  a  jjreliminary  to  a  meal  as  filling 
the  kettle  or  kindling  the  fire.  It  is  only  of 
recent  years  that  the  game  bird  su])])ly  has 
fallen  short;  indeed,  there  are  men  living  who 
liave  hunted  on  i)resent  factory  sites,  and 
some  old  settlei-s  delight  to  tell*  of  the  time 
when  Sam  Stewart  tcjok  a  random  shot  and 
bi'ought  down  two  wild  tui-keys  that  he  had 
not  seen.  The  influx  of  settlers  drove  off  the 
game,  but  the  fish  still  remain  to  some  extent. 
Fine  strings  of  black  bass  were  taken  within 
the  cit\-  limits  last  summer.  The  Gun  Club 
was  organized  for  the  bettei'  enfoi-cement  of 
the  game  laws,  that  the  shooting  in  the  sur- 
I'onnding  (-ountry  miglit  not  be  utterly  de- 
stroyed, and  also  to  protect   tlie  fisheries  and 
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iii.-iiiitaiii  ;i   source   of   siipplv.    Ixilli    i<\'    wliicli 
objt'cts    it     is     a<-(<)iii|)lisliiii>4-.       'riic     London 
Hunt     was    orj^aiii/cd    in     ISSo.    mainly    as    a 
means  ol'  t'ui'nisliiii!^-    outdoor  s])ort   in  which 
ladies   and    j^cntlemen    could   join,  and   to  en- 
courage e(|uestrianism. 
Kennels    were    estab- 
lished   at    ••  Glennu)re.'" 
on   a   side    road    in    the 
townshi])    of    London, 
hut     afterwards     re- 
nio\('d    to    more    capa- 
cious   quarters    on    the 
I'l'oof    Line   Roach    the 
Ucinn^    "Glenmore"   he- 
ini;'  I'etained.  During  its 
existence  many   hoi'ses 
that     have    achieved 
continejital    fame    as 
recoi-d-hi-eakers  in  high 
jumping    have    heen 
trained  at   Glenmore. 
Mr.  George  Burns  acted  as   Seci-etary   of  the 
Hunt  for  the  first  ten  years  of  its  existence, 
having    recently  retired.     The    following  are 
the   ])resent  officei's  :     Master,  A.  Beck ;   presi- 
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heal'   on    the   (latf- 

The    hear    came    down. 

dogs  and  took  I'efuge  in  the  rivei 

age  ])eo](le  were 


Th 


tlien- 

below    the 
smashed  tl 

near  the  court  house, 
excited,  a  nd  t  u  rned 
out  <•  n  iiia.s.sr  with 
theii'  muskets  and 
firearms.  Mr.  Kerr 
(of  the  i)ost  office) 
and  Ml'.  K.  W.  Harris 
took  an  old  dug-t)ut 
boat  and  made  for 
the  animal.  It  was 
finally  killed  and  the 
carcass  towed  down 
the  river.  A  dispute 
ensued  as  to  who 
o  ^^'n  ed  t  h  e  l)e  a  r, 
when  the  custom  of 
the  covmtry  prevail- 
ed, and  it  was  given 
to  the  hunters  who 
pursued  and  remained  with  it  to  a  finish. 
The  first  record  of  athletic  .sports  in  Lon- 
don a])])ears  in  IS^o,  ^vheii  it  a]ipears  there 
were     in   existence     iloui-isiiiiiLr  cricket,    hase- 
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dent.   Major  A.  M.  Smith 
T.  H.  Smallman  :  second 
(xibljons :    trcfisurer.     Dr. 
retarv,  .Iiio.   B.   Kilgour  : 


(ii-st  vice-])resident, 
■ice-])i'esident,  G.  C. 
■] .  S.  Niven ;  sec- 
ext'cutive    connnit- 


tee.  Col.  F.  B.  Levs.  Col.  Dawson,  J.  C. 
Duffield.  H.  H.  Ablxitt,  Col.  W.  M.  Gartshore, 
W.  T.  Strong,  A.  H.  Beddome,  Ormsby  Gray- 
don.   A.   B.  Patterson,  J  no.  I.  A.  Hunt. 

As  an  incident  of  the  early  hunting  davs, 
it  is  i-elated  that  in  1X44  the  pupils  at  the  old 
(Jraiuniar  School  witnessed  some  hunters  wilh 


ball  and  racket  clul)s.  The  t  wo  former  ha  vt' 
survived,  but  rackt-t  is  a  thing  of  the  past, 
giving  |)lace  to  golf,  lawn  tennis  and  bowling. 
The  old  racket  c-ourt  stood  on  the  south  side 
of  York  street,  west  of  the  Tecumseh  House. 
On  the  death  of  the  racket  club  the  liuilding 
was  removed  to  the  corner  of  Kichmond  and 
York  streets,  and.  being  bi'ick-veneered,  be- 
came the  Holnian  ()|)era  House.  It  ga\'e 
))]ace  to  wholesale  storehouses  on  the  linilding 
of    tlie     present    (irand    <)p<'r;i    House,    in    I SSU. 
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Ill  l),iscl);i  II  Liiiidiiii  li;i>  always  taki'iia  liiuli 
rank  with  its  aiiiatciir  plaxcrs.  and  in 
tilt'  days  ol'  prol'essionalisni  excitement  used 
to  run  to  irreat  heii;lits.  London's  team  l)e- 
canie  the  international  (■liam]>ions.  and  so 
advertised  the  eity  i'ar  and  near.  The  lo\"e  of 
the  t^ame  still  linj^ers,  and  Teenmseli  I'ark  is 
an  excellent  field  f'oi-  the  f>;ame.  On  the  ])ark 
there  is  also  a  bicycle  track,  and  the  wheel- 
men of  the  city  are  to  be  counted  l)y  Iniii- 
dicds.  The  use  of  the  wheel,  howevei-.  has 
ceased  to  be  solely  a  means  of  i-eci'eation.  and 
it  now  |)lays  an  im])ortant  ])ai't  in  locomotion 
for  business  ])uri)oses.  The  manufacture  of 
motorcycles  has  been  ari'an<<ed  for  in  London, 
and  this  promises  to  develo])  into  an  impor- 
tant industry^  and  add  to  the  connnercial 
importance  of  London.  A\hen  these  vehicles 
become  in    demand. 

As  sh()^vin^  the  vast  sti'ides  made  by  Lon- 
don in  coming  out  of  the  \\ilderness,  it  is 
worthy  of  note  that  in  ]SO(i  thei'e  arose  a 
hardshi])  from  the  scarcity  of  firewood,  Avhich 
Avent  up  to  eight  dollars  per  cord,  "W'ith  con- 
sequent suffering  to  many.  The  Great  West- 
ern Railway  came  to  the  rescue  and  secured  a 
.supply  from  Both^vell.  which  greatly  reduced 
the  ])rice.  For  this  action  the  late  Charles 
Himt  and  Thomas  S\\-inyard.  directors  of  the 
road,  received  the  fornuil  thanks  of  the  Cor- 
poration. In  1870  there  w^as  another  fuel 
famine,  which  the  Port  Stanley  Railway  re- 
lieved by  hauling  in  wood  and  selling  it  at 
cost.  Since  then  coal  has  come  into  almost 
universal  use. 

London  enjoys  )>i-cciniiicii(('  of  all  (  ana- 
dian  cities  in  the  imndier  and  strength  of  its 
various  fraternal  a  n  d  beneficial  societies. 
Masonry  stands  at  the  head  in  point  of  antiq- 
uity, the  first  record  of  its  appearance  in  the 
district  being  in  1829.  The  lodges  in  these 
days  were  peri])atetic,  one  reason  being  that 
the  charters  Avere  held  by  British  regiments, 
and  another  the  fact  that  there  were  proba- 
bly not  enough  Masons  at  any  point  to  con- 
stitute a  lodge.  The  first  meeting  was  held 
at  what  is  now  Siddallsville  or  Carlisle.  The 
following  year,  18;^(),  a  Masonic  communi- 
cation Avas  held  at  "  the  village  of  the  forks." 
It  was  eleven  years  after,  in  1841.  that  the 
first  lodge.  No.  2fli)a,  was  organized  in  London. 
Masonic  funerals  ha\e  since  been  fre((uent  in 
the  city,  but  the  one  which  excited  the  most 
comment  was  that  of  P.  J.  Dunn,  in  18fi5. 
The  deceased  brother  was  a  Roman  Catholic, 
but  had  a])parently  died  outside  the  pale  of 
the  Church  and  was  refused  burial  by  the 
ecclesiastical  autjiorities.  The  Masons  took 
the  niattei'  up.  and  the  funeral  was  also  made 
a   military  one,   the  ileceased  having  been  an 


(>niier  in  the  vohmteers.  The  funeral  was 
noieworthy  from  the  circumstances  attending 
it  rather  than  from  the  jirominence  of  the 
deceased,  who  had  been  the  manager  of  the 
refreshment  rooms  at  the  Great  Western 
Station.  Masoiu'N-  has  always  been  on  the 
asct'udant  scale,  though  there  were  times 
when  dissensions  arose  in  the  order.  These, 
however,  belong  to  the  history  of  Masoni'y, 
and  are  here  only  incidentally  referred  to, 
with  no  intention  of  reviving  matters  long 
since  lost  sight  of.  For  ])urp()ses  of  record 
there  is  appended  a  list  of  the  I)e])ut.\'  Grand 
Masters  who  have  held  otlicc  in  the  London 
District  since  185").  as  far  back  as  tlie  regis- 
ter  goes  : 

.MASONK      DKITTV    CRAM)    .MASTKHS    FOH 
LONDON     DISTRUT. 

l^iior  to  1856  the  Masonic  District  had 
been  known  as  the  "  Westerji."  It  was  then 
changed  to  "  London." 

1855— W.  C.  Stephens  ls7(i     .las.   Siuton 

1856— James  Uaniell  1S77     .1.  .M.   Haiighait 

18.57— Thompson  Wilson  1878-  J.  C'ascadeii 

18.58— James  Moffat  187!)-R.  B.  Hungeiford 

18.5!)- Thompson   ■\^■ilsoll  188()-Rol)t.   McKay 

1860— F.  W.  Thomas  1881-Wm.  Mihiei- 

1861— Geo.  Masst)n  1882— L.  G.  Jaivi.s 

1862— Geo.  Masson  1883— H.  G.    Lindsay 

186:^— Geo.  Masson  1881— "W.  G.  Lumley 

18fU— t'.  J.  S.  Askin  1885— John  Simpson 

1865- f.  J.  S.  Askin  ia86— Luke  Slater 

lS(i(>- Francis  ^^'estlake  1887—0.  N.  HjM-ncer 

l.SC,7-  Fiaiuis  Westlake  1888— John  Boyd 

l.SllS    John  K.  Brooke  1889— W.  B.  Doherty 

1869— John  E.  Brooke  18)0- A.  B.  Munson 

1870— Geo.  Billington  1891— Thos.  E.  Rob.son 

1871— Geo.  Billiiigton  1892-Alex.  Hess 

1872— Francis  \\(stlakc  1893- P.  W.  D.  Broderick 


lS73-n.  B.    Burt  I 


1894 


_  )  A.  K.  Rowat 


1871- W.  I).  McGloghlon  (A.E.Cooper 

I  ^V.  1).  McGloghlon    189.5— W.  W.  Rutherford 
1,S7.")— ^  ,,|^     Sutton  1891)— AV.  G.  McMillen 

In  1854  Oddfellowshij)  gained  its  first  foot- 
hold in  London,  and  in  that  year  Eureka 
Lodge  was  organized.  Odd  fellowship  has  ever 
since  been  a  flourishing  institution,  and  the 
mendiers  are  now  numbered  by  the  hundreds, 
if  not  thousands.  It  niav  be  said  of  both  the 
Masons  and  Oddfellows  "that  they  have  left 
their  impress  upf)n  the  architecture  of  the 
city,  as  the  fine  buildings  erected  })y  the 
respective  orders  attest.  They  are  both  noble 
specimens  of  architecture.  In  addition  to 
these  two  ancient  orders,  thei-e  is  scarcely  a 
known  beneficial  society  that  is  not  repre- 
sented in  London,  and  one  of  tlieni.  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  was  organized  here 
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by  W.  D.  >ri(;i<)^lil<)ii.  \vli(.  \\;is  the  .lutlior  ,,\' 
tiu'  7-itual.  The  Kiiolish.  Irisli  and  Scnldi 
have  also  eacli  tlu'ir  national  socift\-. 

Speakinir  ol'  nationality,  it  may  he  recorded 
that  the  fii'st  C'hinanian  settleil  in  London  in 
1878.  He  did  not  remain  loiii;-,  hut  otheis 
soon  followed,  and  there  have  heen  more  or 
less  of  them  ever  since. 

The  first  hirth  in  London,  already  spoken 
of,  is  well  authenticated  hy  tradition.  There 
is  jio  record  or  trace  of  either  tlu'  fii'st  mar- 
riage Ol'  lirst  death.  The  first  miirriaj^e  in  the 
neitihljorhood   of    which   definite  account  can 


\\lii<-h  to  slate  that  the  --oldesl  inhaliitaiit  " 
of  London  —  that  is,  the  one  who  has  I'esided 
longest  in  the  city  —  is  Mr.  \V.  McC^ormick, 
the  next  beinjjf  his  brother.  Mi'.  Andrew 
McCormick.  The  oldest  native-born  resident 
is   Mr.    Verschoyle    Cronyn. 

IIKADS    ()!•'     I'lIK    COin'OIJATIOXS. 


\-il/,i,lc   I'rrsHlriils. 
tS40-(ic().  .1.  (;,„h11iuc    .. 

1.S41 -.lames  (iiveiis 

tSt2-K(lwMi-(l   Matthtnv.s. 
ls|:i     Kdwanl    Matthews. 

ISII-.laiiics    Kailcv 

ISl.-,     .l,,liii    IJalkwill 


Villiuir  Clrrks. 
No  aiitliciitic   rt'c- 
(>i(l,  Imt  proliahlv 
.loliii    Tluglu-s. 
.    .    \V.  K.  Ciiriiisli 

(ico.  Hailtdii 

...Tli.is.  SratclK-rd 


W()LSEI>EY    BARRAfKS 

be  found  was  that  of  Thomas  Carlinj^  and 
Ann  Routled^e,  the  parents  of  Sir  John  Carl- 
ing,  which  took  jdace  in  18^20.  in  the  town- 
ship of  London.  Tlie  legal  ])relimiiiary  notice 
required  was  written  and  tacked  to  a  tree, 
and,  in  the  absences  of  ministers,  the  ceremony 
was  ))erf<)rmed  by  two  magistrates,  C"ol.  Lur- 
well  and  Squire  Springer.  The  tree  to  which 
the  notice  was  attached  stood  on  the  roadside 
opposite  the  present  summer  residence  of  Mr. 
I).  S.  Perrin,  on  the  Ijanks  of  tlu^  Medway. 
Here  a  man  named  Getty  ke])t  a  store,  and  it 
was  the  most  ])ublic  ])lace  in  the  towns]ii]i  in 
those    days.     This    may    be  a    fitting  |)lace   in 
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18K)— T.  \V.  Shepherd.    Thos.  Scatchevd 

18n-Hirain  T).  Lee Heiiiy  Hamilton 

Toiri,  Mitijors.  Tuin,   CU-vhx. 

IStS-Simeon   Morrill [;>'*'■  *''ii''?',  • 

lSt!»^Thos.  ( '.   Dixon I ',  '"'"•  Hut'jl^nson 

I  .lames  tarlev 

l<S.-)l)-Simeoii   . Morrill    lohii   i)ovle 

1,S,-)1 -Simeon   .Moii-ill lohnDovIe 

l,sri2— Kd\vai<l   Adams lohn   Dovle 

lS.-):i— Kdward   Adams lohn   I)o'\de 

lS.-)(    -Mai-cns   Holmes       lohn   Doyle 

C'ltij  Mdijors.  Citji  Clerks. 

1855— Mnirav  Andeison  lohn  Dovle 

185(i    A\'m.  Barker lojm   Do'vie 

lS.-,7     Klijah   Leonard I,,hn    Dovle 

1S.-)S      l)avi<l    Class |,,hn    Dovle 

18.-ii)--Wm.  .MeHvide A.  S.  Abbott 
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viKW.   L()()KiN(;  soiTH-WEST  FHo.M   (oi  HI'   iiorsi:,   1S44. 

Sliowhi-   Wi'stiiiiii.-riT   Bri(lg-c.  Toll  Gate.  .Iiulge   WilscmV  anil   .ln(lK<'  (iivciis'   l!,.siilcii 


FOR   1897   View,   see  B£LOW. 


voNK    sruKKT  (w  i:sr.Mixsii;i;)    niiiDci:.    1S!)7. 
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I!) 


Cilll  M„!/nrx. 

Cl/i/   ('/ci-Z.-s. 

lS(«)-.Ja,s.  .Moffat 

.\.  S.  .\l)l)ott 

lcS(il-F.  K.  Coniisli   

.\.  S.  .\l,l,,,tt 

1862-F.  K.  Coi-iiisl,   

\.  .S.  Alihott 

18(«-F.  E.  Coniisl, 

\.  S.  .\hl,oll 

1,S(U-F.  K.  Coi-nish 

.      .\.  S.  .Miljolt 

l.S(«- David   Glass 

\    S     \liliotl 

IWMi- David   Glass 

.\.  S.  .\l,l„,tt 

lS(i7-W.  S.  Siiiilh 

.\.  S.  .\l,h,,(t 

l.SiiS— W.  S.   Siiiilli 

A.  S.  .M.hott 

]S(;<)      (•Iiiliii   Clnistic  (rcsiKiicdl 

A.  S.  .\l,lM.tl 

(S.  II.   (iiavd,.), 

A.  S.  .U.l.otI 

1S70-S.  II.   (M-aydnii 

A.  S.  Aliholl 

1S71-.I.  M.  Cousins 

A.  S.  Ahbott 

l.S72-.loliii   CaiiiiilM-ll 

A.  S.  Abbott 

1S7:!     .Vndr.'W    .Mel '..nnirk 

\.  S.  .Abbott 

l.S.S.-)-JIriiiy  Bi-chci- A.  .S.  Abbott 

|,S8ti_T.  D.  Hodgens A.  S.  Abbott 

lS87-.Ta.s.  Cowan A.  S.  Abbott 

isss    .bus.  Cowan ,\.  s.  Abbott 

issii     (icoi-gc  Taylor .\.  S.  .Abbott 

ISlJl)     George  Taylor ('.  A.  Kingston 

I.S91— George  Taylor    ('.  A.  Kingston 

1892-W.  M.  Speneei- ( '.  A.  Kingston 

1S93-P:.  T.  Bssery ('.  A.  Kingston 

1S94  -B.  T.  Essery C.  A.  King.stoii 

IS!).-,  -.1.   W.   Little C.  A.  Kingston 

18'Wi    •!•   \\'.    Mttle ('.  A.  Kingston 

1.S'I7-.1.    W.    Little C.  A.  Kings!, .n 

MiiHivii,,,!   Trnisnrrrs. 
,    ,  I  W.   W.   Slr.-i^t  l,s.-,2-S2—.lobn    Brown 

'■  '       -      t.b.bn    Harris  l.SS2-!l7-.lobn    I'..|m. 


I.OXDOX     .siOlTIL     VIKW      FIIO.M 


ISTt     B.  Cronyn   A.  S.  .\bbott 

187r)— B.  Cronyn A.  S.  Abbott 

187(5-D.  C.  Maedonald  A.  S.  Abbott 

1877-Robert   Prit.bar.l       A.  S.  Abbott 

1878_Robert  Lewis A.  S.  Abbott 

187!)— Robert  Lewis A.  S.  .\bbott 

LS8()-.Iohn  Canii,bell \.  s!  Abbott 

1881-.John  Cainpb,.||    \.S.  .\bb,,tl 

18S2-Ed.  .Mer.'ditb    \    S     Abbott 

1&S3-K,I.  .Mere.liib    V.S.Abbott 

188t— C.   S.    Hynian .\.S..Abbott 

*During    tbese  ycvus  I  lie.  m.iv.irs   were  elected   bv   tile 

aldermen    ti-oni    ,• ]|o-    their    (.\mi    ninnlier.       In    ot  lier 

y'<l's    tbe    I |,|,.    voted    direi-t     bir    tlle    he.lil    of    the    ,-:n-- 

l.or.ition. 


FIIO.M      FIKF     HALL. 

M„nirii,n 

1  So/lilfors. 

184.-)-4i)-.J,.bn    Wilson 

,      1  \y.  R.  Meredith 

1849  r..-.-H.  C.  R.   B.^eber 

18!)()-!J4  -     „,     ,,     ,, 

11.  G.  Meredith 

18.»  7(i— Thomas  Seatebei-d 

1S!)4  !)7-T.  (i.  :Meredith 

187(i-!)l)-\V.  R.  Meredith 

liuiii 

iiri-rs. 

1851)  .w-Capt.  Caddv 

187!)  !)1      T.   II.  Trarev 

I8.V,  .">!)     Samuel  Peters 

I8!)l   !)7     -\.  ().  Gravdon 

IS.-,!)  7!l     Wni.  Robinson 

Ta.v   C, 

//rr/„r.s-. 

The    ollice  of    (ax    eolle( 

tor    seems    to    have    been    :^ 

temporary  one   prioi'  to  th 

■  ineorporation  of   t]\r  cil  v. 

.Vmong   the   incmnbents  of 

the  office   up  ti>    IS.Vi    \\cri 

.lobn   O'Ni.il.   .b>lin    MeDow 

■11.   .lohn    Brown   and    .\.   S, 

Abbotl.       .\tle,tbat    .l.-ite  th 

■  r.-eord  is: 

l.S.V.-.-)(i 

-A.  S.  Abbott 

l.S7(l  S!)- 

CITY    0 

-.b.hii    lilaii- 

Alex,  .lobiist.in 

.lames  T.iyloi- 

1857  SH- 

-Alex. .Idliii.stoii 

ISSO  ,S_>- 

-.laiiie.s  Taylor 

Win.   Oaklev 

Daniel  Lester 

IS.-,')  (W 

-Tho.s.  Fl-asev 

iss:-!  !):i- 

-1  )aniel  Lestei' 

.John   Hl.-.ii- 

.1.  K.  <'lare 

IStii)— 

.I..I111    I!l,iii- 

l.s:)i  '.r, 

I  )aniel  Lester 

W.kI.'  Ouch 

Alt'.   .M<('(mbrey 

is:i7- 

Gen.  S.  Hayes 

("it  11  -1 

urlllnrs. 

IS.-,.-, .-,() 

-.Iclni   I'.  .1.  ll.iiiis 

1.S72  - 

A.  (i.  Smyth 

Heiij.   SliMW 

.\lex.  Davidson 

is:.7- 

K.  S.  foUett 

1S7.; 

A.  (i.  Smyth 

Nii-lidlas  Wil.Min 

\V.  \\  Bnllen 

i,sr),s-r>:)- 

-K.  S.  Collet t 

1S7I  - 

.1.  .1.  Dyas 

A.  G.  Sinytli 

( '.  I'\  Complin 

lS;il)-6:S- 

-E.  S.  t'oUetl 

1,S7.-)— 

A.  G.  Smyth 

Benj.  Shaw 

W.  D.   l!i(Mell 

ISfU- 

K.  S.  Colletl 

lS7(i-7!)- 

-A.  G.  Smyth 

Cliai-leM  M\ii-iay 

B.  Sehr.im 

l.S()5-(i6- 

-A.  G.  Smyth 

ISSd-Sl- 

-A.  G.  Smyth 

('hai-le,-<  Mviiray 

.John   .Smith 

lS(i7— 

A.  G.  Siiiytli 

ISSJ  S8- 

-Geo.  V.  .b^well 

.lohii  (Je.uy 

H.  I).    .Miller 

ISliS  7(1- 

-A.  G.  Smyth 

ISSt   i)7 

Ge,,.    !•-.  .I,.wll 

T.  H.  Westcott 

.Vnilrew   D.ile 

1S71 

A.  (i.  Smyth 
('.    1).  Sh.uv 

J-<,lirr    M.ujish 

1855-63— Thi'   .M.iyor  r.r-nt]iri„ 
1864-S2-Lawreii(e  L.iwr.-.son 
18.S2-U7-K.  .1.  I'.like 


r/Mr/x  ,,/•  /•„/; 


I'lior  lo  ini(ii|i:ir.ilion  .is  a  cil  \  I  lie  chief  pen  e  oHicer 
h:iil  v.irioiis  .ippeilalions.  lie  was  .-it  times  warden, 
hi^b  constable,  inspector  and  high  bailiff.  In  ante-eily 
days  tho.se  boldin-lhe  otiice  were  .lolin  .Tennings.  Wm. 
Kobli.  .Michael  .Mc(;,irry.  I'liilo  Bennett.  Wni.  Reilly  .ind 
Peter  .McC.iim.  Tlicnccroru  .ird  the  rvvurd  is  : 
1,S.55  ."iS     S.imiu'l    .\\crs  bS,!.;  (p.irl  i.il )       W.   Basjvcr- 

1,S.-.S  (ill     ■I'liacl  \'.in  \'alkcii-  ville 

liiir-  l.Sli:{  7  7     Kicli.ird  Wigmore 

1,S;K)  (12     Bro.k    Stevens  1877  !)7     W.  T.  T.  Williams 


l',<li 


C, 


l.S.V>  ,S_'     The  Citv  Clerk  c.r 

,,t>iriu 
18S2  88-  Hid  1,1  rd    W'i-niori 


/■/  CIrrks. 

1888  m—.].  M.   Keary 
18!):5  !I7     .John    .Monle 


CVi/c/s-  o/'  Fire   I),  i„i,h,i,  III. 
bS7:',  ,S(I     Thom.is   W.istie  1.SS(I'.I7     .lnlin.\.   l!oe 

Cilij   h'n/ls/nn: 
l.S.-,,S  !I7     \V.  C.  I..  Gill 


Ki\  i:ii  \'ii;\\    xi:ak   \\  .\  ri;i!\\ okks 
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ClIAri'EK  II. 

LONDON    SCHOOLS    AND    CHURCHES. 


'In  cvi'i-y  villaf);e,  iiuu-keil  with  Utile   s|iirc. 

Kliiiliowcr'd  in  tives.  and  hai-dlv  kiiiiwn   tn  laiiir 
Tlicvc  dwells,  in  lonely  slied  and'niean  attire, 
A    niati-on  old.   \\ii(ini  we  selioolniistres.s  name." 
.'^/ii'iis/diir:    --The  Schnolniistress.' 


• the  Chi-isli.in   Iicipe^ 

Transeend  the  hounds  ,,f  tat( 
Sir    \\;,l/rr 


sulilinie 
and   time." 
■irn//:    ■•Ih.keliv. 


ol'    tlic    criulest. 
four     \'e;irs     latf 


oXDON.s  fii-st  .s{'lu)t)llii)usr 
was  an  attit-  in  the  jail, 
wliere,  for  a  few  pence, 
Stephen  Van  Every  taught 
the  children  of  the  day 
their  "a,  h.  ahs,"  and  it 
may  readily  he  iniagijied 
that  the  fui-nishings  were 
Nor  was  its  successor  of 
,  taught  in  18:il  by  Miss 
ytinson,  noteworthy  for  its  luxuriousness. 
There  were  no  patent  systems  of  ventila- 
tion, but  plenty  of  it.  The  building  was  a 
one-story  structure  built  mainly  of  logs. 
The  flooring  and  the  interstices  between 
the  logs  were  of  terra  cotta.  That  has  a 
sound  of  luxury,  but  it  really  only  means 
hard  clay.  Opposite  the  door  thei'e  ^^•as  a 
wide  firei)lace,  and  midway  between  tlH> 
hearth  and  the  ceiling  a  ])ranch  of  a  tree 
s|irang  from  the  wall.  It  had  growu  eur\  i- 
lin<'ar.  and    \>y  dint  ol'  clmiiping    had  ae(|nirc<l 


a  degree  of  s\imiie1ry.  The  s])ace  between 
the  curved  lind)  and  the  wall  had  been  filled 
in  with  —  well,  terra  cotta,  and  thus  served  as 
a  mantelpiece.  On  one  side  of  the  room  was 
a  desk,  which  the  pupils  occupied  in  turn  dui-- 
ing  their  writing  exercises.  Some  small  forms 
and  a  chair  for  the  mistress  comjdeted  the 
furnishings.  Such  was  the  begiiuung  of  the 
educational  system  which  we  enjoy  in  London 
to-day,  and  a  few  years  later,  in  1840,  the 
forerunner  of  our  Public  Library  was  seen  in  a 
newsroom  ke\it  by  John  Norval,  "  over  Gari-i- 
son's  store,"  where  the  casual  visitor  might 
dro])  in  and  devour  all  the  current  hterature 
of  the  day,  at  the  rate  of  a  York  six])ence  ((i\ 
cents)  per  visit.  Prior  to  this,  howevei-.  other 
private  schools  had  been  established,  and 
several  had  lived  —  and  most  of  them  died  — 
before,  in  1842,  Rev.  Benj.  Cronyn  was  ap- 
pointed Superintendent  of  Education  for  the 
town  of  London  and  was  ordered  to  disti-ict 
the  town  for  school  ])ur])oses.  He  sim])liiied 
his  work  by  constituting  each  ward  a  school 
district.  The  total  amount  of  the  school  taxes 
at  that  ])erio(l  did  not  exceed  five  hundred 
dollars,  l)ut  the  dis])utations  and  wrangles 
over  the  s])ending  of  this  sum  were  as  great 
as  now  wh(^n  the  total  exi>einliture  for  salaries 
alone  eipials  that  sum  miiitiiihed  ii\ oneliun- 
(lre(l  and   (iftw     'i'he  -'ward  schools  '  Wfyr  soon 
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t'ouiid  to  lie  iii;i(lc(ni;\tc.  ;iii(l  .-i  ilciiianil  I'lir 
•■  Iiinlicr  ('(lucatinii  "  s|nuii»;'  u])  in  IStS  tliat 
rcsulfcd  ill  the  l)uil(liii<;-  of  the  now  defunct 
••  I'nion  Scliool  "  the  following  year.  The 
sfhool  board  at  that  time  consisted  of  Kiglit 
Rev.  Benj.  Cronyn,  chairman  :  J.  Skinner,  W. 
Elliot.  G.  McLatchey  and  W.  Livingstone,  with 
Rev.  W.  F.  Clarke  as  secretary.  The  first 
staff  of  teachers  in  this  school  consisted  of  .1. 
B.  Bovle,  princijial  :  X.  Wilson.  .J.  C.  Brown. 
Wm.  irwin.  E.  .1.  Craig.  J.  Taaffe.  .las.  Mc- 
Learen,  Mrs.  Hojikins.  Misses  Bethel.  Corrigan. 


oriicc.  With  Ihr  de\<'l(i|>lucMt  of  til.'  Col- 
legiate Institute  the  Cnion  School  was  he- 
lie\"ed  by  many  to  have  outli\ed  its  useful- 
ness, and  in  l.SOO  it  was  razed  and  the  site  cut 
up  into  building  lots.  Many  suc<'essful  busi- 
ness and  ])rofessional  men  of  to-day,  in  Lon- 
don and  elsewhere,  were  graduated  from  the 
"old  Cnion  School,"  but  it  had  its  day,  and 
sentimentalists  may  heave  a  sigh  over  the 
fact  that  the  ca])stone  of  the  old  seat  of 
learning  now  does  duty  as  a  horse-block  with- 
in gmisliot   of  its  forinci-   ]ii(ind    position.      In 
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DOMINION     DAY. 


Sharpe,  Lestei'  and  Robei'tson.  The  scholar- 
ship this  year  (1,S4<))  munbered  l.SOO.  Sub- 
seqiient  principals  during  the  period  that 
London  remained  a  tow  n  were  Nicholas  Wil- 
son, Robert  Wilson  and  Hamilton  Hunter: 
Mr.  Boyle  again  becoming  the  jii'incipal  on 
the  town  merging  into  a  city  in  1.S.55.  He 
held  the  office  till  he  was  ajjpointed  lns|)ector 
of  the  city  schools,  and  ••died  with  harness  on 
his  back,"  l)eing  found  dead  at  his  desk  in  the 
s(dioolliouse  in  1S91.  Mr.  Carson  .succeeded 
Mr.    Boyle  as    Inspector,   and    still    holds    the 


1<S!»7  Mr.  Nicholas  .Wilson  comiileted  a  fifty- 
year  tei'm  of  pedagogy  in  London,  and  the 
unique  event  A\"as  ceh'bi^ated  by  the  presenta- 
tion to  him  of  a  com])limentary  address  and 
.$1,000  in  gold,  as  a  souvenir  from  his  ex-pupils 
in  all  ]jarts  of  the  world.  As  a  reminiscence, 
it  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  last  log  house 
to  remain  standing  in  London  was  on  tlu'  lot 
now  occu])ied  by  the  Sinicoe  Street  graded 
school.  The  growth  of  school  accommodation 
in  London  jiroceedecl  imii  /mis.sii  with  that  of 
the  school   population,  and   to-day   there  is  no 
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city   ill    the    Doiiiiniun    I)ct1cr    piox  idcd.      Tlic 
vai-iDus    I'lihlir    School    huihliiigs,    with    ihcir 
sites,    arc    valued    at    a   iiuartiT    ol'    a    million 
dollars,    the     ruinitui-e     and     ai)i)aratus     aic 
worth     thirty     thousand     doUai-s.     while     tlic 
salaries  paid   the  otticers.  teachers,  and   jani- 
tors  a|4-^rej,'ate  seventy-Hve  thousand  dollars 
aunuiii.     There    are    ninety -five    public 
ol     teachers,    ei^ht    triinsition    teachers, 
ideveu   kindergarten   directors,  with  an  equal 
nuniher  of  i)aid  assistants,  and  a  music  mas- 
ter, the   whole   staff',   including;-   the    Iiis])ector. 
making-  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven.     The    number  of  pupils  on  the  roll  is 
.■),:^25.   with    an    averHg:e    daily    attendance   ol' 
!.():]().     The  C^ollegiate  Institute,  l)uildiiig  and 
site,  is  valued  at  $7o.(K)():  the  sahiriesof  teacli- 
ei-s.  janitors,  etc..  entail  an  annual  exi)enditure 
ol'  .S2().(><)(),  while  the  value  of  the  ai)paratus, 
libi-aiy.  etc.,  is  placed  at  $4,()()().     The  number 
of  i.ui)ils  on  the  roll  is  (J'.KS,  and  the  average 
daily  attendance  fi3o.     The  larger  percentage 
of   attendance  at  the  Institute  —  which    was 
founded  in  1877— is  readily  explained  by  the 
fact  that  those   who  go  do  so  solely  for  tlie 
advantages  to   be  gained,   and   includes   none 
who  are  compnlsorily  ])upils.     Tliis  institution 
has   reached  a  liigli   state  of  excellence  under 
l*rincii)al     .Merchant.     Among    the    people    of 
London  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  Collegiate  Institute  —  not  as  to  its  merits 
as  a  seat    of  learning,    but    as  to  whether  it 
should  be  free  or  self-sustaining  by  means  of 
fees.     The  (question  in  its  baldness  is.  merely. 
How  far  should  the  state  go  in  providing  free 
education?     Thus  it  is  not  a  matter  of  princi- 
ple—  only   of  degree.     It  is   proper  that  the 
point    should    be   stated,  but  it  is   not  to  be 
decided,    not    even    debated,   here.     Mr.  A.  S. 
Abbott  acted  as  secretary  of  the  School  I^oard 
Irom  the  time  of  his  appointment  as  city  clerk 
till  IS!)."!  when  he  was  succeeded   by  the  ])res- 
eiit     incuml)ent.     Mr.    U.    M.     McElheran.      In 
addition  to  the  Puljlic  Schools,  there  are  four 
Separate  Schools,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  authorities.     These  tit  ])upils 
for  the  Collegiate  Institute  course. 

It  is  worthy  of  record  that  the  hrst  kinder- 
garten school  west  of  Toronto  was  established 
in  what  is  now  Ward  (i  of  the  city  of  London. 
It  was  then,  however,  still  a  rural  school  sec- 
tion, and  the  school  was  the  pioneer  kinder- 
garten in  rural  sections.  The  trustees  at  that 
time  were  Mr.  J.  S.  Dewar.  afterwards  chair- 
man of  the  city  Bt)ard  of  Education  :  Mr.  R. 
M.  McElheran.  at  pi-esent  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  Mr.  Frank  Harding. 
There  was  considerable  o|)i>osition  in  the 
section    to    the    establishment    of    the    scliool, 
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aiid     the    iiiuci-     liistor\     ol'    tin 
would    alTorii     entciiaiuiug     i-( 
Hut  that  is  auot  iicr   stoi\  .  .-md 
some  futui-e  time. 

Tliere  is  also  a  boarding  and  ii;i\-  school  lor 
girls  at  tlit>  convent  ol'   the   Sacred    Ilcirt.      it 
is   open    to    all    denominations,   but    < 
come    within    the    category    ol'     Tree 
This  apjilies  to  several  other  schools, 
and  academies,  which   ai'e  based    on 
tary  or  commercial  considerations. 

Huron  College  is  a  theological  institution 
in  connection  with  the  Episco])al  Church,  it 
was  f(mnded  in  ]8(W,  and  is  now  in  aniliation 
with  the  Western  Univtu-sity,  v\  liicli  was 
established  in  1878,  and  by  its  charter  is 
empowered  to  grant  degi-ees  in  arts,  divin- 
ity and  medicine.  The  Medical  College  was 
founded  in  1881,  aiid  seven  years  later  the 
school  at  the  corner  of  York  and  Waterloo 
streets  was  erected.  The  London  Law  School 
is  in  its  infancy,  but  the  arts  department  of 
the  Western  University,  which  was  formally 
opened  in  1895,  will  be  an  aid  to  those  who 
intend  taking  u])  the  study  of  the  law.  In 
the  Western  rniversity  there  were  registered 
for  18!)5  sixty  students  in  arts,  ninety  in 
medicine  and  twenty-five  in  theology. 

Speaking  ol"  the  earlier  educational  insti- 
tutions of  London,  the  old  Grammar  School, 
for  years  undei-  the  charge  of  Rev.  Benj. 
Bayly,  should  not  be  omitted.  Fixmi  its  halls 
were  turned  out  matriculants  who  have  since 
achieved  high  jilace  —  not  alone  locally,  but 
ill  the  eye  of  the  country.  Professional  and 
commercial  men  who  have  risen  to  the  top — 
jurists  who  ornament  the  bench  —  men  in 
every  walk  of  life  —  recall  with  affection 
their  alma  mater,  the  old  Grammar  School. 
A  pretty  ceremony  has  of  late  years  been 
introduced  in  connecticm  with  the  celebration 
of  Coiifedei-ation  Day,  1st  duly.  It  is  known  as 
•■The  Hoisting  of  the  Flag,"  and  consists  of  the 
scliool  children  assembling  on  the  park,  and 
there,  after  some  simple  ceremonies,  the  hal- 
yards are  grasped  by  the  scholars  and  the 
Union  Jack  is,  amid  the  cheers  of  the  multi- 
tude, run  up  to  the  peak  of  the  staff'.  There 
is  something  more  than  sentimentality  in 
this,  though  that  of  itself  is  not  a  thing  to 
be  sneered  at.  The  children  are  taught  that 
patriotism  is  not  a  mere  abstraction.  They 
leai'u  to  love  the  flag  —  not  the  piece  of  bun- 
ting. That  is  nothing  save  for  what  it  ty])ifies. 
Children  are  taught  that  under  the  protection 
of  that  Hag  no  nation  on  earth  dares  do  them 
tice.  The  whole  resources  of  the  most 
fnl   empiic  in  the  world  are  behind  th;it 
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notice  to  redress  any  w  roni;'  ilone  to  the 
lliuilhlest  siihject  w  lio  ow  t's  allej^iaiice  to  the 
jjrand  old  I'nion  .lack.  On  sea  oi'  on  land,  in 
lonely  i'orest  or  tecMning  city,  a  Briton  nnist 
liaxc  a  lair  trial  and  even  justice,  or  Britain's 
cannons  and  Britain's  swords,  backed  by  the 
linest  strains  of  British  blood  and  all  of 
Britain's  treasure,  will  kno>v  the  reason  \\li\ . 
That  is  why  we  love  the  fla^  and  Avhy  the 
children  are  taught  its  glories.  The  mean 
and  i)o\vert'ul.  rich  and  |)oor,  all  stand  on 
eiiual  ground  when  they  invoke  the  ])rotec- 
lion  of  the  ilag  which  girdles  the  earth  and 
pi-oclainis  all  beneath  it  as  free  men.  \\'e 
lia\c  our  distinctive  national  societies.  Tiie 
Sons  of  St.  George.  St.  Patrick  and  St.  An- 
drew all  foregather  at  their  respective  camp- 
fires,  but  at  the  ral- 
lying cry  the  Celt 
and  the  Gael,  the 
Saxon  a  n  d  t  h  e 
Norman,  all  cluster 
under  the  old  flag 
a  n  d  sustain  it 
shoulder  to  shoul- 
der.* 

The  Western 
Sell,,..]  of  Art. 
\\  li  ic  ii  i  s  u  n  d  e  r 
Government  aus- 
pices, was  opened 
in  1877.  and  has 
proven  a  great  aid 
and  incentive  tf) 
till-  s  t  u  d  y  a  n  d 
])  rac  t  i  c  e  of  ai't . 
.Mr.  .1.  H.  GrifKth, 
who  has  been  con- 
niH-ted  with  the 
schot)l  si  nee  t  lie 
op  en  i  n  g  .    is     in 
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It  may  l)e  ratlicr  tarfetciied  to  go  l)ack  to 
\illage  days  to  find  the  germ  of  the  Public 
Library  of  the  present  tlay.  Reference  has 
been  made  to  a  ivading  room  that  existed  in 
bSlO.  in  tlie  following  year  the  Mechanics' 
Institute  was  established,  with  the  following 
olliccis  :  Llijah  Leonard.  i)resident  :  Hi-nry 
Daiton,  1st  vice-president  :  Simeon  Morrill, 
l!nd  vice  -  i)resident :  E.  P.  Ellis,  ti'easurer  ; 
James  Dall.  recording  secretary;  .John  F.  .] . 
Harris,  corresjjonding  S(M'retary :  Wm.  Mc- 
Bride.  librarian.  The  Institute  was  not  in- 
corporated till  eleven  yt^ars  later  (in  1852), 
when  it  had  its  quarters  in  a  building  on  the 
court-house  squai'e. 
This  was  after- 
wai'ds  removed  to 
Talbot  street, 
where  it  stood  for 
sevei'al  years  —  in 
fact,  the  rear  por- 
tion is  still  stand- 
ing. It  is  used  now 
as  a  factory,  and 
faces  Queen's  ave- 
nue. The  Institute 
maintained  a  nom- 
inal existence,  with 
occasional  spurts 
ol'  vitality,  for 
a  1)  out      t  w  e  n  t  v 
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*Let  liic  licl-f  ([liote  a  few,  sentences  culled  fi-din 
a  notable  i)ai>ei'  written  l>y  General  HaiTiscin.  till  re- 
cently tlie  only  living  ex-President  of  the  I'niteil 
State.s :  "Tliei-e  is  a  love  in  ?]nglish  hearts,  and  a 
respect  in  all  hearts,  for  the  good  and  veneiahle  woman 
who  for  so  long  has  been  Queen  of  England.  l)orn  of 
her  |)ei-sonal  virtues:  hut  she  is  loved  by  Knglishinen 
nioie  for  what  she  personifies  —  tlie  goveriunent  and 
file  glory  of  Knglaud.  Slie  is  always  for  the  State, 
nevei-  for  a  |)arty  —  l)arty  uianageineiit  is  left  to  the 
Ministiy.  *  *  *  Patriotism  should  be  eidtivated  — 
should,  in  every  home,  be  communicated  to  the  chil- 
dren, not  rasuallv.  but  l>v  plan  and  of  forethought. 
For  too  long  om'childreu'got  it  as  they  did  the  mea- 
sles—caught it.  •  »  «  In  the  home,  and  before  the 
school  days  come,  the  feelings  .sho\dd  be  kindled  and 
sentiment  awakened.  L)o  not  be  ashamed  to  love  the 
flag  or  to  confess  yom-  love  of  it.  Mak<'  lunch  of  it  — 
tell  its  history — sing  of  it.  It  now  Hoats  over  our 
schools,  and  it  ought  to  hang  from  the  windows  of 
all  our  homes  on  all  public  days.  Kvery  m.ui  should 
uncoxcr  when  the  tl.ig  is  borne  by  in  the  parade,  and 
every  on<>  should  rise  when  a  national  .air  is  given  at 
a    concert    or    ]iublic    meeting." 


1S7()  a  fresh  lease 
of  life  was  taktni, 
und(>r  the  follow- 
ing officers :  Presi- 
dent, F,  Westhtke; 
1      Ki^      -Mill  1st    vice-i)resident. 

R.  Le^vis;  2nd  vice- 
jjresident.  T.  F,  McMullen  :  corresponding- 
secretary,  H.  A,  Baxter ;  recording  secre- 
tary, M.  D.  Dawson  :  treasurer,  Adam  Begg : 
managers,  Isaac  Waterman,  T.  Brown.  .1.  R. 
Peel,  A.  .1.  G.  Henderson.  W.  Skiimer.  H.  I. 
Browti.  S.  McBride.  .1.  Siddons,  .James  Smith, 
P.  Peid.  Wm.  Noble  and  George  Anderson. 
The  old  library,  containing  fifteen  hundred 
volumes,  was  reopened  jind  additions  made. 
The  Institute  so  flourished  for  a  time  that  a 
new  site  and  more  pretentious  building  were 
ilecided  u])on.  As  a  result  the  cornerstone  of 
the  structure  on  Dundas  street  now  occuj)ied 
as  Conservative  Clul)  rooms  was  laid  in  187(). 
the  officers  of  the  Institute  being  then  as 
follows:  President.  Col.  Walker:  1st  vice- 
l)resident,  T.  H.  Tracey  :  2nd  \  ic('-|iresi(leiit. 
Thomas  (ireen  ;  recordintr  secretarv.  .1.  O Con- 
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nor:  cori-fsiniiiiiini 
treasurer.    ^^  .     W 


siMicl;n\ .  A  ir.  I>'<)l)iiis()ii  : 
Fit/.^ci-;i'lil  :  directors.  K. 
l>e\vis.  .Mex. 
Harvey,  B.  W. 
(ii'eer.  S.  Muiii- 
Miery.  A.  .1.  (i. 
Heiulersoii.  W. 
Fairbairii.  Dr. 
J.  R.  Flock,  .J. 
Moses.  W.  Lewis 
an(lW..L  Smart. 
The  Mercantile 
Library  Associa- 
tion was  or<;-an- 
i/.ed  in  1852,  but 
ilo(^s  not  appear 
1  o    have    lived 

K.  W.MKKCHANT..M.A..  ,,„     ,     -^^^^     ^^le 

l>,.n„„,al   CoUegmte  In.st.tu,,..         ^.^^^^    ^^^^.^^^^   ^^^ 

tlu'  centuiy.  Auionii  those  whose  names  have 
l)eeu  pi'eserved  as  leadinij  spirits  in  it  were 
David  (llass.  Henry  Lonn'.    L.  Lawrason,  Chas. 


K'amsaN'.  M.  W.  (  iininiin^^s.  .Jose[ih  Alkinsou. 
CD.  Holmes.  .L  ('.  lirown,  U.  Gordon.  Jr.. 
.lames  E<;-an  and  Charles  Crookall.  The  es- 
tablislunent  of  tlu'  Public  Library  did  away 
witli  any  necessity  tliat  ever  existed  for  tli(^ 
Meclianics'  Institute.  Jind  the  latter  was 
merited  in  tlie  Former  in  1S!)4,  the  Library 
bein<;-  o])ened  to  tile  ])ublic  tlie  I'oUowinijj  year, 
with  R.  .1.  Kiackwell  as  librarian  and  Misses 
Gray  and  McLau<;hlin  assistants.  The  Roard 
of  Directors  at  the  o]>enin^  was  made  u])  of 
R.  Reid.  chairman  :  II.  Macklin,  T.  W.  KeeiH-, 
■loseph  Marks.  E.  H.  Canu'i-<m.  J.  Egan,  H.  H. 
Dignan  and  Talbot  Macbeth,  tlie  latter  hav- 
ing re])laced  (Jeo.  A.  Bunnell  on  the  original 
Board.  Tlie  Library  building  is  one  of  the 
few  ])ublic  structures  that  was  built  within 
the  first  estimate. 

The  Church  —  using  that  term  in  its  broad- 
est sense  to  include  all  denominations  —  is  a 
decided  factor  in  education.  How  far  it  should 
be  so.  if  at  all.  is  kept  an  open  question   here. 
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Tliat  it  is  so  is  tlu'  t';u-t.  and  therefore  it  is 
fitting-  to  couple  in  one  rha])ter  the  schools 
and  the  churches.  It  is,  moreover,  a  typo- 
gra])hical  convenience  and  a  coherent  ar- 
raiigi'inent  of  svibjects  —  not  an  expression 
of  opinion  as  to  the  degree  of  affinity  that 
should  exist  between  the  tA\'o. 

London's  church  history  began  early  in 
18H(),  but  there  is  no  clear  ro^cord  as  to  when 
the  first  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  the 
])lace.  In  183."]  a  churcli  was  built  by  the 
Methodist  body,  on  the  west  side  of  Kidout 
street,  north  of  Carling.  The  structure  was 
of  the  material  known  as  "  roughcast."  Lon- 
don at  that  time  was  merely  a  ])i-eaching 
station,  and  had  therefore  no  settled  pastor, 
but  the  names  of  Rev.  Messrs.  Stoney  and 
Newberry  have  been  ])reserved  as  among  the 
|)i()iit'('r  ]>reacliers.  Six  years  lati'r  tlie  con- 
gi'egation  had  grown  so  that  a  more  commo- 
dious place  of  worship  was  needed,  and  a  site 
was  selected  at  the  south-east  corner  of  King 
and  Talbot  streets,  where  a  frame  building- 
was  erected.  It  is  recorded  that  the  first  ])iece 
of  ornamental   ))lastt'ring  done  in  London  was 
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in  connection  with  this  building,  Henry  Roots 
being  the  workman.  This  church  was  only 
used  for  a  couple  of  years,  and  in  bS4]  a  tliii-d 
one  was  erected  on  the  east  side  of  Richmond 
street,  south  of 
Dundas.  It  was 
continued  in  use 
for  ten  yeai-s. 
and  was  then  de- 
voted  to  com- 
mercial purposes; 
being  burned  in 
1870.  Earlv  in 
the  fifties'  the 
division  in  the 
Methodist  btuly 
occurred,  and  the 
historic  "Noi'th 
Street  Church'" 
came  into  exist- 
ence, under  the 
Ijastorate  of  Rev.  Wm.  Pollard,  he  having 
succeeded  Rev.  Dr.  Evans.  The  lot  was  pur- 
chased from  Anthony  Pegler  for  £700.  As 
this    is    being    written    a   block  of    residences 
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is  boini;-  erected  thereon.  After  tlie  lire  il 
was  ])ur(liase(l  I'l-oni  the  trustees  by  Mr. 
Kiii^'siiiill.  the  ])reseiit  prt)])riet()r.  The 
board  of  trustees  at  the  first  consisted 
of  William  Glass,  George  Tyas,  John 
Elson,  S.  Peters,  S.  McBride  and  S.  Screaton. 
The  contract  was  let  the  following  year, 
and  in  1854  the  church  was  dedicated.  It 
is  noteworthy  that  in  all  this  time  ther(> 
have  been  but  two  board  secretaries.  \Vm. 
McBride  held  the  office  till  1S74.  and  A. 
1>.    Powell   ever   since   that    date.      In    lS7o  an 


l)c  lound  in  tiic  i'l-nx  luce.  It  i>- a  circumstance 
woithy  of  record  that  Mr.  S.  McPi-idc,  who 
placed  in  |)(jsition  the  weather  vane  on  the 
spire  of  the  first  church  in  1854.  ])erformed 
the  same  service  on  the  new  church  in  18!)(i — 
forty-two  years  afterwards.  The  old  North 
Street  Church  has  freipiently  been  called  the 
pai"ent  church  of  London,  and  it  lived  long 
enough  to  see  a  numerous  and  successful 
progeJiy  s])ring  u])  ai'ound  it.  At  the  time  of 
its  ei-ection  the  old  chm-ch  was  com)(uti'(l  to 
liold  more  |ieo])le  than  any  other  Imildiiig   in 
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addition  known  as  Wesley  Hall  was  built,  and 
ill  1880  great  improvements  were  made,  in- 
cluding the  erection  of  an  organ  at  a  cost  of 
$9,000.  The  church  pursued  its  prosperous 
course  till  early  in  18!)5.  when  it  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  as  was  also  in  a  few  days  afterwards 
the  Dundas  Street  Centre  Methodist  Chvireh. 
The  latter  congregation  resolved  to  rebuild 
on  the  old  site,  but  the  former  i-emoved  to 
the  corner  of  DufFerin  avenue  and  Wellington 
street.  Both  of  the  new  edifices  are  on  a 
grander  scale  than  their  predecessors,  and 
are  as  fine  specimens  of  architecture  as  may 


London.  For  this  ri'asoii  it  \\as  selected  in 
1805  as  the  jilace  foi'  hokling  memorial  serv- 
ices on  the  occasion  of  the  assassination  of 
President  Lincoln.  G.  W.  Moncrieff  delivered 
the  oration  ol"  the  day,  the  churcli  bi'ing 
vested  in  "the  trappings  and  suits  of  woe." 
city  bells  were  tolled,  stores  closed,  and  the 
occasion  one  of  universal  sorrow,  though  the 
town  was  full  of  secession  sympathizers.  But 
this  was  merely  an  incident  in.  not  a  part  of, 
trhe  church's  history.  Sjjace  does  not  ])ermit 
a  ti'a<-ing  in  detail,  but  it  will  awaken  i)leas- 
ant    ix'collections    for    the    older    readers    to 
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recall  the  names  i)l'  sonio  oi'  the  i>;istni-s  of  llic 
pioneer  churfh  in  London.  We  tiiul  in  the 
list  those  of  Carroll.  Evans.  Pollard,  Wilkin- 
son, Douse,  Cooney,  Sanderson,  Jones.  Potts. 
Bishop,  Hunter,  Elliott,  Briggs,  Jeft'ers,  Han- 

non,    Graham,    Philp.   Gaetz,     . 

Treleaven.  Sutherland,  Seott. 
Boyd,  Annis.  Daniels,  and 
many  others  whose  names 
are  evei'ywhere  familiar  in 
Canadicin  Methodist  liistory. 
It  is  sufficient  to  say  that 
the  progress  of  Methodism 
has  heen  not  only  rapid  but 
sul)stantial,  and  that  there 
are  to-day  within  the  corjio- 
rate  limits  no  less  than  seven 
churches,  all  of  a  high  order 
architecturally  and  attesting 
in  solid  brick  and  stone  the 
prosperity  of  the  Methodist 
body.  These  are  :  The  Firsi 
Methodist  (rebuilt  QueiMi- 
Avenue,  or  old  Noi'tli  Street  I 
Dundas  Centre  (corner  Dun 
das  and  Maitland),  The  Cen- 
tennial (Dundas  Street  east). 
Wellington  Street  (corner 
Wellington  and  Grey),  Col- 


parts  of  the  city:  ;iii(l  .-i  coloi-cd  cdiigrcgat  ion 
ol'  Methodist  E])iscopaliaiis,  who  ha\('  a  line 
brick  church  on  Grey  street,  east  of  C-olborne. 
It  dates  back  to  the  eai'ly  days  of  ISBO,  when 
the    c-hiu-ch    was   on    Thames   street,   between 


borne  Street  (corner  Colboine  and  Piccadilly), 
King  Street  (between  Clarence  and  Wel- 
lington), and  London  South  (corner  Askiii 
and  Tei-esa).  Thei-e  ai-e  also  sevei-al  mis- 
sions, )et   to  grow   into   churches,  in   various 


liatiiiirst  and  Horton.  A])ro- 
|)os  of  this,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  a  convention  of 
colored  refugees  from  slav- 
ery was  field  at  London  in 
April,  185."].  those  present  be- 
ing mainly  residents  of  the 
place  and  of  the  Wilberforce 
settlement  near  Lucan.  This 
had  been  established  by  the 
(Quakers  as  a  refuge  for  i-un- 
away  slaves.  The  last  sur- 
vivor. Mrs.  Bell,  died  in  ISIS. 
over  one  hundred  years  of 
age.  The  colored  pf)pulation 
of  [^tjudon  at  the  time  of  the 
convention  numbered  270. 
and  they  owned  real  estate 
assessed  at  $i;i504  —  a  con- 
siderably higher  average 
tiian  for  the  white  men  of 
tlu'  period.  In  the  Septem- 
ber previovis  an  anti-slavery 
society  had  been  started, 
when  He\.  S.  R.  W^ard,  a  colored  man,  vis- 
ited London  and  preached  in  the  Methodist 
New  Connexion  Church.  The  officers  of  the 
society  were:  President.  I>e\.  Wni.  McClure: 
secretary-treasurer,   I{e\'.   Ii.   Boytl ;    tlirectors. 
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Revs.  .loliii  Scott  and  \V.  F.  Clai-Uc.  Dis. 
Salter  ami  Wanli'ss,  and  Messrs.  Joliii  Fiaser. 
Will,  liowlaiid  and  A.  B.  .Jones.  The  •Fugitive 
("liapel"'  (still  standiii';  as  a  dwellini;-  house  on 
Thames  street)  was  erected,  and  London  he- 
canie  one  of  tlie  teriiiinii  of  what  was  known 
in  slaxH'i-y  days  as  the  "  Underji^roiind  Kail- 
\\ay."  Incidentally,  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
in  the  summer  of  185S  John  Brow  n.  the  ajxis- 
tle  of  abolition,  visited  London,  and  ])asse(l 
his  time  here  and  in 
Chatham  while  di-aftiii};' 
the  Constitution  of  his 
proposed  Provisional 
Grovernment  of  the 
United  States.  He  re- 
ceived warning  that 
his  whereabt)uts  was 
known  and  returned 
to  Kansas.  His  iii)ris- 
iiij^  at  Harper's  Ferry 
and  subsequent  death 
on  the  scaffold  are  mat- 
ters of  history.  Several 
of  his  relatives  still  re- 
side here. 

Anijlican  traditions  aiil<  - 
date  those  of  Methodism,  ^o- 
iiig  back  to  1827,  but  it  A\as 
two  years  later  befoi'e  a 
clergyman  was  placed  regu- 
larly on  the  district,  which 
was  called  "St.  Paul's."  He 
was  the  Rev.  E.  N.  Bosw 
and  remained  about  three 
years,  being  succeeded  in 
1S32  by  Kev.  Benj.  Crony n. 
who  came  hither  from  Ire- 
land. There  w'as  no  regulai- 
place  of  worship,  however, 
and  services  were  conducted 
in  the  old  Grammar  School. 
on  the  court-house  square. 
The  first  St.  Paul's  Churcli.  a 
frame  structure,  was 
in  1884  on  the  corner  whei( 
the  Customs  House  now 
stands.  It  was  destroyed 
ten  years  of  service,  on  Asli  Wednesday, 
1844,'  and  on  Ash  Wednesday,  ]84(),  its 
successor  was  dedicated  to  public  worship. 
This  building  was  also  of  frame,  and  is 
still  standing.  It  is  on  the  old  Kent  estate, 
in  London  Lane,  and  has  for  years  been 
used  for  residential  ])urposes.  Among  the 
leading  members  of  the  congregation  at  that 
time  were  Judge  H.  Allen.  H.  (I.  Allen.  J.  B. 
Alh'ii.  J.  B.  Askiii,  H.  C.  R.  Becher.  H.  Cliis- 
holni,  John   (lixeiis,  (J.  J.  (ioodliue.  L.  Lawra- 


son.  C.  Monsanat.  W.  Iloitoii.  .John  Harris. 
W.  W.  Street.  Freeman  Taliiot,  John  Wilson 
and  C.  S.  Gzowski.  The  ])ioneer,  L.  Lawrason. 
had  died,  however,  before  this  date,  and  his 
grave,  with  that  of  his  wife,  are  two  of  the 
half  dozen 'or  so  now  i-emaining  in  St.  Paul's 
yard.  The  tombstones  give  the  date  of  death 
as  1S>>0.  When  it  was  decided  that  the  frame 
building  should  be  replaced  by  a  brick  edifice, 
the  bricks  i-c(iuiicil  were  maxle  from  clay  dug 
on  the  premises 
and  burned  on  the 
site  of  the  church. 
The  town  council 
of  a  subse(|ueiil 
(late  refused  to  ])er- 
iiiit  a  brickyard  to 
established  on 
••North  street,  ad- 
joining the  church- 
yard." For  what 
reason  is  not  stated, 
nor  is  there  any- 
thing to  s  h  o  w 
whether  reference 
was  made  to  St. 
Paul's    churchyard 


l)y     tire,     after 


or  to  the  ceniel  ci-.n  wliii-li  then  was  located  at 
the  western  end  of  North  street,  overlooking 
the  river.  The  cornerstone  of  the  new  ediiice 
was  laid  in  June,  1844.  by  Bishop  Strachan: 
the  only  Masonic  lodge  in  the  place,  St.  John's 
Lodge,  209  (now  209a),  taking  part  in  the 
ceremonies.  Soon  aftei-  the  erection  of  the 
church  a  chime  of  bells,  the  first  in  Western 
Canada,  was  added,  and  still  remains.  Within 
the  past  few  years  St.  I'aul's  has  been  greatly 
ini])roved  and  now  ranks  as  one  oi'  the  finest 
ecclesiastical  striictui'es  in  tlu^  Dominion.    The 


62 


CITY   OF   LONDON. 


old  Chapter  House  on  Piccadilly  st 
disposed  of,  it  was   deterniined   to 
St.  Paul's  and  to  add  tf)  it  an  exteiis 
north  which  should  serve  as 
cliocesan  oflices  and    cha])tt'r  ^ 

house.  The  Diocese  of  Hui-oii. 
with    London  as    the  See 
city,  was  created  in  1857. 
and  Rev.  Dr.  Cronyn 
became  the  first  bish- 
op.    Under  his 
episcopacy  the 
diocese    flour- 
ished, till    in 
1S71    Pev.    Dr. 
Hellniutli    was 


reet  being  and  still  lioKK  the  office.  Anionj;  the  names 
"restore  "  of  those  who  are  or  have  been  connected  with 
ion  on  the      SI.  Paul's  in  a  clerical  capacity  we  find  Canon 

Innes  (Dean    of  Huron),   Dr. 
I'.ayly,     H.    H.    ONeil,     Hay- 
ward,    John    McLean    (after- 
wards   Bishoj)    of    Sas- 
katchewan),   W.    Pains- 
ford.    G.    J.    Lowe, 
Starr,  S.  B.  Kellog-jj;, 
J.  G.  Baylis,  J. 
G  e  m  1  e  y,     A  . 
Brown.    Pich"d 
Hicks.    Can- 
on   Da  u  n    an( 


appointe<l  Coadjutor 
Bishop.  He  became 
bishop    on    the    death 

of  Bishop  Cronyn  in  the  same  year,  and  held 
the  position  till  1SS4.  when  he  i-esii^ned  to 
make  his  residence  in  England,  having  re- 
ceived an  appointment  as  Suffragan  Bishop. 
In    that    yeai'  the    ])rt'sent    incuiid)ent.    Pight 

Rev.    Maurice     Baldwin.     \\\\t>     h.-id     1 ii    .i 

former  rector,   was   cbosi'ii    Bislio|p  of    lluioii 


tilers.  St.  Pauls  I'ur- 
nishes  an  example  of 
long  continuance  in 
office,  A.  G.  Smyth  having  been  vestry  clerk 
since  1859.  Former  cleiks  had  been  Wilson 
Mills  and  .I.C.  Meredith.  Canon  Innes  recent- 
ly celebrated  his  twenty-fifth  year  of  con- 
ni'ction  with  St.  Paul's,  and  the  event  was 
littingly  rtM-ognizcd  l>y  the  <(>ngregation  by 
llu^  prt^sentation   ol'  a  congrat  ulatory  address 
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and  a  snl)staiil  ial  pui-sc  oT  s^old.  .Many 
churrhcs  have  Ix'cii  erei-ted  ;is  olVsliools  ol' 
St.  Panl's.  Amonj^  these  are  Christ  Clnu'ch. 
conu-r  Wclliniiton  and  Hill  streets.  ISC.i;: 
Memorial  Clnu'ch  (erected 
hy  the  sons  of  the  hite 
Bishop  Ci'onyn),  corner 
William  street  and  Queen's 
avenue,  1872;  St.  (feorj^e's, 
London  West,  1874;  St. 
James"  (of  which  Archdea- 
con Davis  has  heen  in 
pastoral  charge  since  the 
opening-).  A  skin  street, 
1875;  St.  Matthew's.  Lon- 
don East,  1882,  and  St. 
•Jolui's,  corner  Wellington 
and  St.  James"  streets.1888. 
The  dates  of  erection  of 
these  vai'ious  churches  give 
a  clear  idea  of  the  steady 
growth  of  the  Anglican 
connnunion  in   London. 

The  Presbyterian  body  first  aj)i>ears  as  a 
i-egulai'  congregation,  with  a  specified  pastor, 
in  18:)2.  Tlu>  date  of  the  erection  of  the  first 
church  is  not  cU^ar,  Init  it  «as  about  this  time. 
It  was  a  frame  building  on  York  street,  in 
rear  of  where  tlu^ 

Tecumseh    House     -  ,      ^ 

now  stands,  and 
there  services 
were  held  till  ISf)'.) 
when  the  churcli 
was  burnt.  The 
following  year  it 
was  reerected  of 
brick  on  the  pres- 
ent site,  coi'nei"  of 
Park  and  Duffei'in 
avenues,  and  here 
in  1872  the  first 
organ  was  heard 
in  a  Presbytei-ian 
church  in  London. 
In  1894  it  wa^ 
again  remodeled 
and  rebuilt,  and 
is  now  one  of  tlie 
handsomest  build- 
ings in  London. 
While  the  oflicial 
title  has  ah\ays 
been  "The  First 
Presbyterian,""  for 
years  it  was  po])u- 
larly  known  as  "  I 
first  pastor  having 
foot,  who  was  succc( 
I'roudfool.    in    18.".]. 


iiicreasin 
nu'ut  in 
(lark 

of     tlb 


tune     were 


^l•:l■  \i;a  n:  sc  iiooi..  i>ahk   avkmi 


'roudfoot"s    Church."     the 

been    Rev.    W.    Proud- 

'ded    bv   his   son.  Rev.  Di'. 

wh..     held     tllc     ol1i<M'     till 


inliiinities  necessitatecl  his  rctire- 
I  18!)().  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  Mr. 
the  present  pastor.  The  first  meeting 
Prcsliytci'v  of  London  took  ])lace  in 
this  chui'ch,  and  it  will  be 
of  interest  to  recall  the 
names  of  those  who  took 
l)ai't.  They  were  Revs.  Dr. 
Proudfoot,  J.  Rennie,  M. 
Fiaser,  J.  K.  Wright,  Geo. 
Cuthbertson  (Sanua  Pres- 
l)ytt'i-v),  A.  Henderson,  J. 
AI.  Muni'o.  A.  Reamer,  J. 
Wells  (Sarnia  Presbytery), 
F.  Ballantyne,  M.  A.,  'L. 
Cameron,  N.  McKinnon,  K. 
McDonald.  W.  A.  Siither- 
laiul.  John  M.  Morris,  I).  B. 
Wiiimster,  Hugh  Camer- 
on. J.  .lohnson.  D.Stewart, 
I).  McCiillivray.  J.  Stewart. 
"•  D.Mann  and' (ieo.  Suther- 

land. The  elders  at  that 
James  Shields,  A.  Sutherland, 
Thos.  (iordon,  William  Browji.  Adam  Mur- 
rav.  James  Bell,  I).  Turner.  A.  McMillan.  I). 
K."  M(I\enzie.  James  Scott.  1).  McNair.  Neil 
Munro  and   .lames   Douglas. 

Rev.  John  Scott, 
who  was  the  fii'st 
pastor  of  St.  An- 
d  r  e  w's  Church, 
and  who  held  that 
position  f'oi'  I'xact- 
ly  a  iiuai'tei-  of  a 
centui-y,  from  18.")0 
to  1875,  prepared 
in  1808  a  history 
of  that  church. 
Therein  he  says 
that  up  till  18:« 
the  Pi'esbyterians 
of  London  regard- 
ed themselves  as 
belonging  to  the 
Church  of  Scot- 
land. In  that  year 
they  formed  a  dis- 
tinct society,  and 
heai'd  the  gospel 
<■  X  |)  o  u  n  d  e  d  by 
missionaries  sent 
from  Phigland.  Ire- 
land an<l  Scotland, 
as  well  as  nt'igh- 
boring  students 
and  ministers,  till  the  year  of  Mr.  Scott's  in- 
duction. In  1842  a  lot  foi-  church  and  ceme- 
tery ])ur))oses  was  obtained  from  the  Govern- 
ment     tile  |)resent  cliurch  and  jjarsonage  site, 


CITY    OF   LONDON. 


corner  of  Queen's  avenue  ami  W.-itcilod  st  ic(>t 
— and  here  a  frame  building-  l.")x(l()  Icct  was 
erected  and  opened  in  1X4.').  H(ns.  Donald 
Mackenzie,     Duncan     McMillan     and     Hohert 


IJn(lsa\-  oIliciatinL;-.  A  I'oi-t  ni<;lit  later  tlic 
(•on)4-i-e<;at  ion  was  I'ornially  organi/ed  l)\'  the 
election  of  Alex.  Koss.  .lolin  Mitchie.  Wi'Uiani 
t'lai'ke,  .James  McLaren  and  Andrew  AIc- 
t'orniicdv  as  elders,  and  the  first  communion 
service  was  lield  early  in  the  wintei"  of  the 
same  year,  Revs.  Mackenzie  and  McjNIillan 
officiatinij.  It  may  interest  the  latter-day 
reader  to  know  that  this  edifice  is  still  stand- 
ing, though  on  a  site  some  four  miles  distant. 
It  is  the  refreshment  room  at  Si)ringl);ink. 
On  its  sale  in  1868,  to  make  way  foi'  the 
present  structure,  it  was  taken  ai)art  and 
reerected  down  the  ri\'ei'  as  a  woolen  mill, 
for  Avhich  purpose  it  was  used  till  the  city 
actpiired  the  jiroperty.  The  present  St. 
.Vndrew's  Church  Avas  erected  at  a  cost  ol' 
$:5{), ()()().  This  sum  the  congregation  soon  ])ai(l 
and  collections  were  abolished.  The  list  ol' 
the  principal  contributors  to  the  building 
reads  like  a  connecting  link  between  the  past 
generation  and  the  present.  Those  who  gave 
$100  and  u])wards  wei-e  :  John  Birrell.  Wni. 
Begg,  Alex.  Camj)bell,  Andrew  Chisholm. 
Joirn  Cam])l)ell.  David  Bogue.  John  M.  Burns. 
Thos.  Bi'owne.  \V.  H.  Biri'ell.  Ewan  Cameron. 
John  Cousins,  Wm.  Clark.  Duncan  Campbell. 
.James  Durand.  R.  S.  T.  Davidson,  David 
Denham,  Wm.  Durand,  .John  Elliott,  J.  H. 
Fraser,  William  Gordon,  G.  M.  Gunn,  Alex. 
Gauld,  .James  Glen,  Alex.  Graham.  A.  .L  G. 
Henderson,  W.  Kent,  Daniel  Lester,  Mrs. 
Lyle,  —  Lunn,  Mrs.  Mitchi(\  R.  S.  Murray. 
J.'  G.  Mcintosh.  Alexander  Mcintosh,  Jose]')h 
McKay  and  Bro..  Thomas  McCracken,  .John 
Ross,  Edward  Rowland,  Warren  Rock,  A.  M. 


Hoss,  Hugh  Stevenson,  .Jolui  Stcwait.  Win. 
Stephenson  and  Co.,  and  Re\-.  .John  Scott. 
In  the  lattei-  days  of  Rev.  Mr.  Scotts  pastor- 
ate dissensions  arose  in  the  congregation 
over  the  question 
of  an  organ  in  the 
church,  he  being- 
opposed  to  instru- 
mental music  in 
worshi]).  The  pro- 
organists  eventual- 
ly cai'ried  the  day. 
and  this,  with  ad- 
vancing years,  led 
to  Mr.  Scdtfs  retire- 
ment. His  death 
occurred  at  Hannl- 
ton  in  18!)r).  He 
was  succeeded  l)y 
Hev.  J.  A.  Murray, 
who  otticiated  as 
pastor  till  his  death 
in  1804,  when  Rev. 
ent     incund)ent.    \\as 


the    i)rt': 


Ir.    .Johnston 
died. 

The  King  Street  Preshyterian  Chui-cli   was 
■itablished     in     187(i.     when     the     growth     of 


■ti( 


)f 


London  I^^ast  wari'anted  the 
Presbyterian  church  in  the  locality.  He\  .  Mr. 
Wright  was  the  tirsyt  pastor,  l)ut  afterwards 
resolving  to  devote  his  life  to  mission  work, 
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K'cv.  W.  M.  K'o^fl-  was  c-illcd  lo  the  |  i;is1  <  )i;itc. 
and  I'eniaiiitHl  until  .S(>i)l('iiil)i'i-.  lS!»(i.  when 
Rev.  Thomas  Wilson  succeeded  liini. 

St.  James"  Pi-eshyterinn  Church  has  seen 
troid)l<)us  times.  The  land  on  wlii<li  it  stands, 
the  southern  portion  of  the  gore  formed  hy 
the  junction  of  Richmond  street  and  Park 
avenue,  was  granted  hy  the  Crown  in  18.59, 
to  induce  tlie   congregation   to  al)andon  their 

claim  to  the  site 
oL'  St.  An(h-e\v's. 
Rev.  Francis 
Nichol  had  heen 
located  here  a 
year  ))reviously, 
and  lie  worked 
up  the  congre- 
gation to  under- 
take   the    erec- 
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IJislKip  (,r  Hurciii,  l.sr.T  1S7I. 

tion  of  the  huilding.  Tlu^ 
church  was  opened  in  ]<S(il, 
the  t)riginal  hoard  of  trus- 
tees consisting  of  the  pas- 
tor, George  Macbeth,  Alex. 
^Ic.^irthur.  James  Dunhar. 
William  Chalmers.  James 
Cowan.  Duncan  Mackenzie 
and  John  Mackenzie. 
Among  those  ^vhose  names 

ap])eared  as  pronn'nent  members  and  ad- 
herents of  the  church  at  that  time  were 
Judge  Daniels,  William  Muir,  Robinson 
Oi'i'.  Daniel  Macfie  and  Andrew  Cleghorn. 
Rev.  Mr.  Nichol  gave  place  as  pastor  to 
Rev.  Mr.  Canielon  about  l<S(i<S,  and  affairs 
ran  alo7ig  more  or  less  smoothly  till  1875, 
Rev.  Mr.  Canielon  being  still  the  pastor, 
when  the  •'  Auld  Kirk "  troubles  arose  over 
o|)])osition  to  the  union  of  tlie  Presbyterian 
churches,  the  result  of  which  was  a  division  of 
the  congregation  and  a  lawsuit  for  the  proji- 
erty.  These  matters  can  l)e  barely  referred  to 
here,  and  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  dissi- 
dents worshipped  for  some  time  in  the  old 
Congregational  Church  on  King  street,  Rev. 
R.  Burnett  being  pastor,  and  finally  dissolved 
as  a  body.  St.  James"  was  for  some  years  un- 
dei'  the  ])astorate  of  Rev.  Mr.  Mc(iilli\  i  ;n  .  but 
'     sin.-."  18!K)  Rev.  Mr.  TalHng  has  li<.,'n  in  .I'larue. 


Knox  Presl)\terian  (liurcli.  corntU"  of 
Bruce  street  cind  Wortley  Road,  has  had  an 
inieventfiil  career  of  prosperity.  Its  establish- 
ment was  fii'st  mooted  in  1882,  as  a  natural 
I'esult  of  the  growth  of  the  place,  and  two 
years  later  the  clun'ch  became  an  accom- 
l)lished  fact.  The  most  interesting  fact  in 
connection  with  it  has  l)een  the  steady  growth 
of  the  congregation,  so  that  in  the  first  decade 
of  its  history  it  became  necessary  to  greatly 
enlarge  it.  Rev.  Jas.  Ballantyne  was  the  first 
])astor,  and  I'emained  such  till  bSiJl,  when  lu^ 
received  a  call  to  (Jttawa,  and  was  svicceeded 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Stewart,  the  present  incumbent. 
W^e  must  assume  18.S1  to  have  been  the 
year  that  marked  the  erection  of  the  first 
Roman  Catholic  Church  in  London.  The  dedi- 
cation took  place  in  that  year,  and  as  the 
church  was  built  of  logs,  with  the  earth  as 
flooring,  no  great  length  of 
time  was  needed  for  its  con- 
struction, and  the  prelimi- 
nai-y  ^vork  of  the  architect 
was  nothing.  Father  Down- 
ie.  then  stationed  at  St. 
Thomas,  was  the  officiating 
clergyman.  In  the  early 
days  thei'e  were  no  clergy- 
men in  London,  though  serv- 
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Bishop  of  Huron.  1871-1884. 

ices  were  fre- 
quently held 
in  the  houses 
of  the  leading- 
Catholics,  who 
sent  word  to 
those  of  the 
surrounding 
country  when 
a  visit  from  a 
priest  was  ex- 
pected. Amonj 
Catholics    are    ii 
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Bishop  of  Hiiron. 

;•    the    names    of    the    pioneer 
lanv    that    have    been    trans- 


mitted to  this  day,  among  them  being  Garret 
Farrell,  Patrick  '  Smith.  Dennis  O'Brien, 
Capt.  McLoughlin,  A.  McCausland.  the  Red- 
monds, John  Cruickshank,  James  Wilson, 
0"Byrne,  P.  McLoughlan,  John  Wright,  John 
Waish,  O'Flynn.  Fk)od,  M.  Kiely,  Peter 
McCann,  .John    Oi-ange,    Peter   Kennedy,  Dr. 
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Aiulci-son.  .1.  Martin.  .laiiies  Hcid.  1'.  Ilnikc 
E.  Hui-kc.  .lohii  Clc-o-.  W.  I)ail>y.  J.  OJJiicii. 
the  Jiruci's.  AiiiU'i-sons.  Milncs.  .Johnstons. 
Uii^nani,  Wcanlan,  V.  Tit'i-new  diaries  an<l 
Matthew  Cohivin.  E.  Hillen.  jolni  M.  Keaiy, 
Win.  Dalton,  John  Walsh,  Ricliard  Dinahan. 
P.  Cleary,  Corbett,  H.  O'Brien,  McLean,  and 
many  othei-s.     The  first  church  was  built  witli 


lunds  (>l)t.iiii('d  Irom  the  sale  of  a  collection  of 
Tarni  produce.  It  was  located  on  the  south- 
west corner  of  Richmond  and  Ma])le  streets, 
the  surroundinjj;  land  l)ein<)-  ustnl  as  a  ceme- 
tery. Ipliil  1S.5()  thei-e  were  not  more  than 
two  hundred  Catholic-s,  exclusive  f)f  the 
military,  in  London,  but  the  following  year 
saw  a  rapid  increase,  and  then  was  begun  the 
er(!ction  of  tlii^  old  Cathedral  on  the  noi'th- 
east  coi'ner  of  the  same  sti'eets.  In  the  mean- 
time   the    log    structure    had    been   destroyed 
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hy  iirt".  mikI  mass  was  cclcl)!;!!.'!!  I'ui-  a  lime 
in  tlu'  town  liall,  on  ihv  cornt-r  ol'  King- 
and  Talbot  strei-ts.  and  afterwards  in  the  old 
l)nilding-  on  Kin<j;  street  that  was  at  varions 
periods  in  its  hie  a  Universalist,  a  Cathohe. 
a  Coiiurc.gational,  a  Presbyterian  church,  and 
hnally  a  Salvation  Army  barracks.  Though 
l)est  known  to  the  present  generation  as  "  the 
old  Congregational  Church,"  it  would  sct'ni 
more  deserving  of  the  title  of  "Universalist  " 

sjteaking  literally,  not  theologically.    It  was 

l)urned  a    few   years  ago.      The    old   Catholic 
(Cathedral  continued  in  service  for  thirty-five 
years,  being  finally  pulled    down  in  1885,  on 
the  opening  of   the    present  Cathedral.     The 
cost  of  the  old  building  was  i'o.OOO.  an  enor- 
mous  sum  in  those  days,   whih'   that   of  the 
in-esent  structure  completed  will  not  fall  short 
of  five  times  that  amount.     The  first  ai)i)oint- 
ment   of  a   priest   for  Lonihm  seems  to   have 
been    in    1849.       Father    Kirwan.    more    com- 
monly called  '•  Dean,"  was  the  appointee,  and 
he  remained  till  18.56.     The  diocese  of  London 
was    created    in    this    year,    the    Rev.    Peter 
Adolidnis  Pinsonneault."  i)riest  of  the  Society 
of  St.  Suli)i(e,   Montreal,  being  named  as  the 
first    bishop.      Shortly    after    his    installatitm 
he    determined    to    make    his    residence     at 
Sandwich,    and  in    1859    he    procured    a    pon- 
tifical   brief,    which   not    only  authorized  the 
change  of  residence,  but  altered  the  name  of 
the  diocese  from  London  to  Sandwich.   In  1857 
Father  Bruyere,  oi  Toronto,  was  made  \'icar- 
Ceneral  of  the  diocese,  and  removed  to  Sand- 
wich  in  lS(i().     In  18()S   K'ight  Rev.  Dr.  Walsh, 
having    succeeded     Bishop    Pinsonneault,    re- 
moved the  Episct)pal  See   from    Sandwich  to 
London,  and   in    the    following    year    secured 
from  the  Propaganda  a  decree  making  L()n- 
don  once  more  the   Episcopal  See  of  the  dio- 
cese, which  was   renamed  London.       Li    187() 
Hishoj)  Walsh  ])aid  a  visit    to   Rome,  and  on 
his  return  received  a  hearty  welcome.     From 
a    speech   he    made    on    that    occasion    a    few 
sentences  may  be  culled,  as  they  contain  in  a 
nutshell  the  history  of  the  diocese  u])  till  that 
time.     He  said : 

'•Ten  years  afj-ii  this  (lioror  tnniicl  itsclT  eiicuiiiln'i-eil 
bv  an  eniirniniis  debt  wlii.li  uri-hcil  upon  it  likea 
n'lillstone,  crushing'  its  cnnKi''^-  'lest  loyinj;  its  credit,- 
and  rendering  chvircli  in(it,nvss  a  iiinral  inipossilidity. 
Now  every  farthing'  nf  tliis  del)t  has  heen  li.iuidated, 
\vith()\it  speaking  of  $(i.(KH)  actually  paid  towards  the 
support  ot  the  f.irnier  l>ish.>p  of  this  diocese.  Twenty- 
eight  new  churches  have  l)een  raised  to  the  glory  of 
(iod  and  for  the  i)urposes  of  religion.  All  these  edifices, 
with  few  exceptions,  ai'e  of  brick  and  stone,  and  many 
of  them  are  splendid  and  co.stly  edifices.  Besides,  five 
chuiches  have  heen  greatly  enlarged  and  improved. 
Seventeen  conniiodious  presbyteries  have  heen  built  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  parochial  clergy.  An  f]»s- 
copal  residence,  second  to  none  in  thi'  Province,  has 
heen  constructed   .ind   not   a   cent    of  <lebt    lias    been    left 


upon  il.  'I'lncc 
h.is  bc-cu  purcl 
orphaii.igc  h.;s 
some  n 


n\culs  have  liceu  built.  .Mount  Hope 
■d  and  p.iicl  tor.  and  a  splendid  new 
is  heen  creeled  on  il,  ,iiid  besides  a  hand- 
llege  has  liceii  Imill  liv  the  self-.sacriticiug 
/.eal  of  the  Hasiliau  Fathers.  In  tine,  more  than  a 
(luart.-r  of  a  million  dollars  has  lieen  actually  expended 
within  the  last    nine  ye.u-s." 

The  first  sod  for  the  new  (present)  Cathe- 
dral was  turned  in  1880,  the  cornerstone  laid 
the  following  year,  and  in  1885  it  was  opened 
for  ])ublic  worship.  In  the  meantime  Bishop 
Walsh  had  been  raised  to  the  dignity  of 
Archbisho])  of  the  Province,  and  on  April  19. 
ISS.-..  he  bade  farewell  to  the  congregation  in 
old  St.  Peters,  which  was  shortly  afterwards 
torn  down.  Early  in  the  70's  a  mission  church, 
known  as  St.  Mary's,  was  established  on  Hill 
street,  and  is  stilf  continued.  Bishop  Walsh 
was  succeeded  in  the  episcopacy  by  Bishoj) 
O'Connor,  and  the  Catholic  clergy  of  London 
(city  —  not  diocese)  now  are: 

Bishoj)— Right  Rev.  Denis  O'Connor.  D.  I). 
Bishop's    Council  —  Dean    Murphy,    Dean 
Wagner ;  Revs.  Joseph  Bayard,  E.  B.  Kilroy, 
D.  D.;  D.  Cushing,  C.  S.  B.  ' 

St.  Peter's  Cathedral  —  Revs.  M.  .1.  Tiernan, 
Thomas  Noonan,  N.  Gahan,  J.  V.  Tobin. 
St.  Mary's  Church  — Rev.  M.  McCormick. 
The  first  services  of  the  Baptist  Church  in 
London    \\ere    held    about   1844.  the  place   of 
meeting    being    the  old   Mechanics'   Institute, 
then  situated  on  the  court-house  square.    Two 
years  later  the   straggling   congregation   was 
organized  into  a  regtilar  church,  having  nitie 
members,  the  names  of  all  of  whom  have  been 
])reserved.     They  were   Wm.  Wakeling,  .1.  H. 
Haines,  Lieut.  AUright,  .James   Hitchens.  with 
the  wives  of  these  four  gentlemen,  and  Mrs. 
Henry    Groves.     The    scene    of   services    was 
then  transferred  to  the  Methodist  Chapel  on 
the  corner  of  King  and  Talbot  streets,  Rev. 
.las.  Inglis  being  the  first  pastor.     Four  years 
later    the    congregation     took     possession    of 
their  own  church,  on  th(>  corner  of  York  and 
Talbot    streets,    where    they   worshipped    for 
thirty-one  years,  or  till  the  end  of  1881.     In 
1882  the  present  handsome  edifice  on  Talbot 
street,  between  Maple  and    Kent,   was    dedi- 
cated.    The    successors    of   Mr.   Inghs   in    the 
pastorate  were  Robt.  Boyd  (five  years),  Charles 
Campbell  (one  and  one-half  years),  W.  Ailing- 
ton    (four    years),    Thos.    Tre    (three    years), 
Henry  Watts  (two  years).  Dr.  James  Cooper 
(fourteen  years),  Jas.  B.  Montgomery  (co-pas- 
tor for  two  years),  A.  Grant  (five  and  one-half 
years),  W.  H.  Porter,  who  assumed  the  ])astor- 
ate  in  1885  and  continued  for  six  years,  till  the 
ap])ointinent  of   the  present   pastor.   Rev.  Ira 
Smith.     The  Adelaide  Street   Baptist   Church, 
on  the  corner  of   King,  is  an  ott'shoot  of  the 
parent  body,  having  develop(>d  from  a  mission 


rrrtiir/'iVi 


Dump'"'' 


?":i'!:iiM . 


^ 

"m 


~i 


|!|u-!*«r)^^.|| 


70 


CITY   OF   LONDON. 


starti'il  .-ilxml  twenty  Nciirs  .-is;-!).  In  1S77  it 
l)r;incluMl  out  as  a  ri^jjfular  congregation,  ^vith 
exactly  fifty  more  nieinhers  tlian  comprised 
the  t)ldei'  l)f)(ly  on  its  organization  in  ]846. 
The  i>ulpit  was  su])])lie(l  t'l'om  York  Street 
Church  till  1878,  when  Kev.  P.  A.  McEwen  was 
ordained  as  the  first  regular  pastor.  After 
two  years  of  service  he  Avas  succeeded  by  Rev. 
Joseph  Firth,  who  gave  place  three  years 
later  to  Rev.  Thos.  S.  Johnston,  under  whose 
pastorate  was  1)uilt  the  ]>resent  handsonie 
brick  churcli  on  the  corner  of  Adelaide  and 
King  streets.  The  former  chiu-ch  was  a  franu' 
structure  on  the  ojiposite  corner ;  it  was 
transformed    into   a    skating    rink  and   after- 


Scliool.  Tlic  ])i-csciil  clmi-ili  cililirc  occupies 
a  central  ])osition  on  Dnnilas  street,  between 
Colbonu'  and  Waterloo,  and  is  architecturally 
a  tine  structure.  The  first  regular  Congrega- 
tional Church  was  built  in  1840  about  where 
the  Ji'ree  Press  office  now  stands,  a  few  years 
later  a  move  being  made  to  their  historical 
site  on  King  street,  the  jiresent  church  being 
dedicated  and  o])ened  in  ]87().  the  c'ornei-stone 
having  been  laid  by  Mayor  Cronyn  the  pre- 
vious year.  Rev.  R.  W.  Wallace  was  then 
tile  pastor,  having  succeeded  the  Rev.  J.  A.  R. 
Dickson  in  1874.  Mr.  Wallace  resigned  in 
1881,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  H.  D.  Hunter. 
Since   Mr.  Hunter's    term    the   pulpit  had  no 


Wiirds  burnt.  Mr.  Johiistt)n  \\as  succeeded  b\- 
Rev.  Messrs.  Spell(>r  and  Mihell,  ])ut  is  again 
in  pastoral  cliarge,  having  returned  in  1895. 
Baptist  missions  are  maintained  in  the  ex- 
treme northern  and  southern  ends  of  the  city; 
and  since  early  days  there  has  been  a  con- 
gregation of  colored  Baptists  Avoi'shi])])ing  in 
a  snuxll  frame  church  on  Hoi'ton  sti'eet. 
west  of  Wellington.  As  this  is  being  writ- 
ten, a  frame  Ba])tist  church  in  Ward  6  — 
originally  a  Bible  Christian  church  —  is  be- 
ing replaced    by    a    fine  britdv    structure. 

The  Congregational  body  have  held  serv- 
ices in  I^ondon  since  1837,  though  at  that  time 
they  had  no  r(\gulai'  ])lace  of  worship.  Hew 
W.  F.  Clarke  preaching  in  the  old  Grammar 


si'ttled  (>(cu]iant  till  recently,  when  Rev.  Mr. 
Pedley  was  called.  Dr.  Wild  officiated  for 
a  time,  and  Rev.  Principal  Austin,  of  St. 
Thomas,  was  a  frequent  "  supply."  Among 
tlie  pioneer  pastors  were  Rev.  Messrs.  Ebbs, 
John  Durrant,  W.  F.  Clarke,  Jr.,  Bovd.  and 
C.  P.  Watson. 

In  addition  to  the  \arious  denominations 
spoken  of,  London  has  a  congregation  of 
Hebi'ews.  They  have  no  regular  synagogue, 
however,  but  set  up  their  altar  as  circum- 
stances dictate.  The  Latter  Day  Saints  have 
a  place  of  worship  on  ^laitland  street,  be- 
tween King  and  York.  They  differ  from  the 
I'tah  Mormons  in  that  they  eschew  polyga- 
my,  which    they    claim   is   not    sanctioned    by 
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the  Book  of  Mormon.  About  ISSl  the  Sal- 
vation Army  made  their  appearance  in  Lon- 
don. At  first  they  were  reviled,  and  some 
■were  imjirisoned.  technically  because  they 
refused  to  obey  the  ])olic<'  and  "  nuive  on." 
This  savored  of  persecution,  though  in  real- 
ity it  was  the  strict  letter  of  the  law.  and 
made  friends  for  the  Army  of  many  who 
would   have   been  otherwise   iiidiilVicnt  as  to 


their  operations.  They  have  progressed  till 
now  they  own  a  valuable  "barracks'"  on  Clar- 
ence street  —  the  old  New  Connexion  Church 
rejuvenated  — and  maintain  what  is  called  a 
Woi-kingmen's  Hotel  and  Rescue  Shelter. 
They  hav(>  converted  some  from  evil  courses, 
and  made  good  citizens  of  some  who  were 
regarded  as  in'cciaiMiablc.  There  is  a  differ- 
ence ol'  oi)ini()n   as   to  t  he  dcsirabilit  \-  ol' t  lieir 
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met  liods.  ;ni(l  Jilso  as  to  tlic  \aliU'  ol'  their 
work  from  t  lie  staiHlpoint  of  a  political  econo- 
mist. But  that  is  beyond  the  province  of  a 
mere  recorder  of  events. 

The  Younf"^  Men's  Christian  Association, 
whose  l)iiildin<r,  recently  com])leted  on  Wel- 
linij^ton  street,  adjoinin;^-  tlie   Puhlic    IJhrary. 


rooms  was  procured  in  tlic  Oddfellows'  r.hx-k. 
and  the  Association  en<;a)^ed  its  iil'st  |>er- 
nianent  secretai-y.  the  late  W.  .1.  F'reeland. 
In  IS78.  T.  McCormick  heinjr  the  ])resident, 
tile  Association  became  free  from  debt  and 
pui-chased  the  old  New  Connexion  Church  on 
Clarence     street,    retittiny:     the     buildins/    and 
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forms  one  of  the  architectural  beauties  of 
London,  had  a  modest  bej^inninfj  in  IK>(\. 
It  lanuuished,  however,  after  a  few  years,  and 
at  length  ceased  to  exist  till  1878,  when  it 
Avas  resuscitated.  For  two  years  rooms  were 
occupied  upstairs  in  the  buildinj>-  adjoininjj^ 
the   Free    Press  ollice.  but    in   1<S75  a  suite  of 


callint;:  it  Victoria  Hall.  This  was  occujiied 
till  18!);5,  when  it  was  sold  to  the  Salvation 
Army  and  the  present  site  purchased.  The 
new  hall  was  dedicated  early  in  the  present 
year.  The  first  sod  was  turned  by  President 
W.  K.  Hobbs  on  October  9th,  189"). 
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COMMERCIAL    METROPOLIS 

OF    WESTERN    ONTARIO. 


■■Xoi-   is  my   whole  estate 
I'lioii   the   liii-luiie  of  tile   present    year." 

— Aiifuniu:    "Meirhaiit  of  Venice. 


it   U])  as    a    g-enci-al 
consisted    of    t\\() 
couiitt'r.     They    sei'v 
were    no    "  millinery 
l)elow    cost."     People 


.M.MKIMK  t\)llo\vs  the  Hag."     This  is  the  boast 
ol'    a    Briton,    though    it    gives  some  point 
to    the    flippant    sneer   of    the  French   that 
Hritons     are     "n    nation    of    shopkeepers." 
\Vere    it    ])Brtinent,    it    might    be    easy    to 
|)rove    that     while    Britons    are    the    com- 
mercial  masters    of    the    world,    Fi'ench    ex])erience  has 
slio\Nii    them   to   be    something    moi'e.      Bnt    this    is    a    record. 
The    writer    is  not   trying   to    prove    anything.      He    gives    the 
I'acts    at    hand,     but    makes     no    deductions.       No    expression 
of   opinion  is  thereff)re   to  be    drawn  —  in  a    politico-economic 
sense  —  from    the    statement    that    one    of    the    first    recorded 
commercial    transactions    of    London  was  in  the  nature    of    a 
l)onus  to  an  "infant   industry,"  to  borrow  a  phrase 
from  the  ])()liticians.      A  blacksmith's  shop  is  gen- 
erally   regarded    as  the  first   industrial  need    of  a 
new    settlement,    but    such    an    establishment    ilid 
not    flourish    in    the    early    days.     In    less    than  a 
year    after   the  first  settlement  a   shop    had    lieen 
established    and    abandoned,    and    Dennis    O'Brien 
took  possession  of    the  vacated  smithy  and  fitted 
store.     The    fittings     were    not     elaborate.     They 
>arrels     ajji-nded,    with    a    ])lank    laid    aci'oss    for    a 
ved     the    ])urpose,    howevei'.      In    those    days  there 

)   '•  l)argain    days,"  and    no   "selling      |,^^ 
what    thev   absolutely  needed,  and       'Pr; 


o])enmgs.     n 
bou<rht   only 


w M.  (;i(AV. 
W.  ().  Connnenial 
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very  littK'  of  that.  But  the  reiiiov.il  ol'  tlic 
blafk,siuitli"s  shop  was  an  industrial  t-alaniity, 
and  was  recognized  by  the  people  as  such. 
Conseciuently,  in  the  same  year  (1827)  Samuel 
Lavighton  was  given  a  grant  of  a  lot  on 
Bathurst  street,  near  the  present  Grand  Trunk 
Station,  on  condition  that  he  would  erect 
and  maintain  a  blacksmith's  shop.  Here  is 
a  repetition  of  history.  In  the  year  of 
our  Lord  181)7  we  give  .1il()0,(100  for  the 
ri'establishment  of  the  cai'  works.  The 
l)riiici|)le  —  let  theoretical  i)olitical  econo- 
mists call  it  good  or  l)ad  — is  precisely 
the  same.  It  is  worth  noting  that  the 
population  at  the  time  of  the  first  bonus 
consisted  of  thirty-three  families,  with  a 
total  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-three 
souls.  Placing  the  value  of  the  lot  at 
£8,*  which  is  the  minimum,  the  bonus 
amounted  to  within  a  fraction  of  $1  per 
family.  The  latter-day  grant  may  be 
roughly  stated  at  about  equal  to  twelve 
or  thirteen  times  that  amount.  Thus  it 
ap])ears  on  paper,  and  we  are  told  that 
••  figures  never  lie."  There  is,  however, 
a  gross  fallacy  in  the  pro])osition  as 
stated  —  though  it  seems  fair  on  the  sur- 
face—  and  it  may  sharpen  the  wits  ol' 
some  of  the  younger  readers  to  discover 
wherein  it  lies.  Its  introduction  is  mere- 
ly a  diversion  —  not  an  argument.     The 


conmiei-cial  devclopiiiciil  of  I  he  lirsl  I'mir- 
teen  years  went  ou  ajjace.  l)Ut  theic  is 
nothing  l)ut  tradition  concerning  it  till  the 
incorporation  of  the  village  in  1840.  We 
know  that  the  market  grew,+  with  the 
intersection  of  Dundas  and  Kidout  streets 
as  the  '"rialto"  of  the  day.  At  the  date  of 
incorporation,  among  tlie  general  store- 
keej)ers  we  find  the  names  of  Smith,  Mathie- 
son,  Moore  &  Co..  G.  J.  Goodhue.  L.  Lawra- 
son,  .John  .Jennings,  Kerr  &  Armstrong, 
Douglass  &  Warren,  Glennon  &  Co.,  Angus 
ct  Biirell.  J.  H.  .Joyce,  and  Jolm  Claris.  L. 
P-errin  -caiTied  on  business  as  general  grocer 
and  baker ;  Lyman.  Moore  &  Co.  and  J. 
Salter  were  the  druggists.  Dennis  O'Brien 
owned  the  Blackfriars  mills,  which  were 
erected  about  six  years  before  the  incorpo- 
ration of  the  village,  and  they  were  said  to 
be  "near  the  center  of  the  town."  Prior  to 
that  there  had  been  a  mill  owned  by  one 
Waters,  at  the  point  where  Carling's  creek 
enters  the  river.  Power  was  oljtained  from 
the  creek  by  means  of  a  flinne  and  over- 
shot wheel.  This  ]ioint  was  a  favorite  mili- 
tary bathing  spot,  and  luany  lives  were  lost 
owing  to   till'   cold    springs  which    abounded. 

tOm-  iiiMji  drawn  in  ISKI  nivcs  the  I'lcalion  i,{  the 
market:  sqnarc  in  tlic  iiortli-caslrni  pari  of  the  city. 
There  is  nothing  to  show,  however,  that  thi.s  was 
ever  more  than  a  proposed  market.  It  subsequeiitlv 
became  the   Potters  Field. 


Ill: 


*  This  ti>i;ui-e  is  tjiven.  as  i 
the  patent.  As  a' mallei-  of  Fait.  I.au-Iiton 
at'lerw.-irds  sold  the  lot  for  .$)(!  worth  ..f  iron. 
He  ironed  the  lirst  wa.t^on  tor  use  in  Lond(.n 
Township. 
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Jolm  Jallxit  and  Scliiaiii  \  (iroxcs  were 
HVictioneers  and  c-onmiission  iiu^n.  Tlic  law- 
yers were  W.  Horton,  H.  (_'.  R.  Beclu-r,  and 
Frederick  Cleveily.  Alex.  Hiimilton  was  thi; 
barber,  Simeon  Morrill  the  tanner.  Yale  & 
Walters  and  S.  ("ondon  the  tinsmiths,  R. 
Mooti-y  and  .1.  Wells  the  tailors,  S.  Peters 
and  Henry  Li'amin<;-  the  butchers,  V.  C.  Lee 
and  Wm.  Lee  the  proprietors  of  the  Robin- 
son Hall  and  Mansion  House,  respectively-. 
John  Norval  kei)t  a  bookstore  "over  J.  Gar- 
rison's store."  Cash  was  scarce  in  those 
days,  one  firm  announcinj^  that  it  would 
receive  "pork  and  wheat  in  payment  of 
debts  and 
in  exchange 


ni  excnange  t    »   , 

for  goods —  T^iF  ' 

part    casli  jt  |  , 

■  1' 


■  < )  ( 
])ork,'  while 
anothei'  of- 
f  e  r  e  d  t  o 
" p  a  y  one 
dollar  per 
bushel,  in 
goods,  for 
good  wheat." 
Sonic  yeai's 
agothewrit- 
e  r  he  a  i'  d 
a  ])ioneer 
sli  ocmakcr 
tell  a  story 
that  sound- 
ed apocry- 
phal, but  in 
the  light 
of  these 
announc  o - 
ments  may 
be  true.  The 
shoemaker 
was  seated 
in  his  shop 
one     day 

when  there  entered  a  stalwart  Scotclniiaii 
who  asked  if  he  did  not  wish  to  buy  a  i)ig. 
The  shoemaker  replied  thsit  he  did  and  a 
bargain  was  struck.  Then  the  Scotchman 
picked  out  several  ])airs  of  shoes  for  his 
family.  Tlie  two  chatted  on  till  nightfall, 
when  the  Scotchman  said  he  must  be  going 
and  asked  for  the  f)ay  for  his  pig.  "Why,"' 
replied  the  shoemaker,  "  the  shoes  you  have 
taken  more  than  balance  the  price  of  the  pig 
—  you  are  in  my  debt.""  '•  Hech,  nion,"'  retorted 
tlie  canny  Scotchman.  "  dinna  ye  ken  that 
pork's  caush':'"'  The  subtle  humor  ol'  the 
s[)eech    and  situation    did   not  seem  to  strike 


the   S<-ot<-liinaii        tlici'c    was    iin   surgeon    near 
at    hand. 

'{"he  lirst  financial  transaction  of  which 
there  is  any  i-ecord  goes  to  show  the  |)rice 
of  money,  and  eases  the  astonishnunit  we 
feel  on  hearing  that  in  the  early  days  a 
connnon  barter  was  a  bushel  of  wheat  for 
a  yard  of  "factory"  (unbleached)  cotton.  In 
liS;{()  the  banking  business  was  done  at  Ham- 
ilton, and  the  charges  on  a  protested  draft 
in  that  year  amoimted  to  within  a  fraction 
of  .■}!)  per  cent,  of  the  face  of  tlu^  bill. 
The  draft  was  made  for  £100,  and  the 
charges  were  made  u])  as  follows  :    Damages, 

£20;  i  per 
cent,  at  New 
York  on 
£120,  £.5  (is. 
Sd.:  ])ostage, 
.-)s.  (id.:  total, 
£:^S  bSs.  Oil. 
Eai'ly  in  the 
decade  1830- 
"40,  the  Bank 
CI  f  V  jiper 
(anada  es- 
tablished a 
branch  here, 
Mr.  .James 
Hanii  Iton 
being  t  h  e 
manager  till 
the  failure 
of  the  bank 
in  the  "(50"s. 
Later  on  the 
( '  o  m  m  e  r  - 
cial  and  the 
(rore  Banks 
I'  o  u  n  d  e  d 
1)  r  a  nc  h  e  s 
in  London, 
and  the  sys- 
touRT    HOUSE.  tem  of  bar- 

ter that  for- 
merly jirevailed  gradually  went  out  of  exist- 
ence, though  the  •'order"  plan  of  paying 
wages  lingered  on  till  who  shall  say  it  finally 
<lisa])])eared?  At  one  time,  indeed,  the  city 
issued  scrip  of  its  own.  With  this,  city 
woi'k  ^vas  paid  for,  the  scrip  being  receiv- 
able in  return  for  taxes,  market  fees,  li- 
censes, or  any  civic  impost,  and  so  acquired 
general  circulation  locally,  and  answered  all 
requirements  till  remittances  or  acceptance 
of  drafts  became  necessary.  It  covers  all 
that  is  re(pn'i-ed  to  say  that  since  the  first 
estai)lishment  oi'  baid<s  here  the  financial 
facilities  of    London    have   ke]>t    ]iace  with    the 
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(■<>liiliH'i'ci;il  i'ci|iiil'clii('iit  s.  At  tli<'  lircsciit 
tiiiii'  tlu'  hanks  repri^seiitctl  in  Lonildii  arc 
ns  follows:  Bank  of  Coniniercc.  I)a\i(l 
B.  Dewar,  manager;  Bank  oi'  Toronto. 
John  Pringle.  manager;  Molsons  Bank. 
P.  \V.  I).  Broderick.  manager:  Merchants 
Bank  of  Canada.  A.  St.  L.  Mackin- 
tosh, manager;  Bank  of  Montreal.  A. 
H.  Beddome.  manager:  and  Bank  of 
British  North  America,  R.  Inglis.  man- 
ager; all  occnpying  bnildings  that  add 
greatly  to  London's  beauty  and  value  archi- 
tecturally. The  Federal  Bank  had  a  branch 
here  from 
1874  tolS.S2. 
and  to  it  ^v(' 
ai'e  indebt- 
ed for  the 
h  a  n  d  some 
1 1  u  i  1  (1  i  n  g 

IKPW        occll- 

jiied  by  the 
Bank  of 
Commerce. 
The  Bank 
of  Ijondon 
had  a  brief 
c  a  r  e  e  r  o  f 
about  a  vea  r 
in  1880  -7. 
when  it  was 
wound  up. 
A  sei'ies  of 
legal  a  n  d 
f  i  nan  c  i  a  1 
c  Q  mpli  (•  a  - 
t  i  o  n  s  fol- 
lowed, and 
t  h  e  m  a  n  - 
ager.  Henry 
Taylor,  was 
confine  <1  in 
jail  for  a 
year,  not 
under  con- 
viction, but  by  virtue  of  ca|)ias  proceedings. 
.V  settlement  was  finally  etl'ected.  and  Taylor 
died  shortly  aftei'wards.  The  failure  of  the 
Bank  of  London  involved  the  affairs  of  one  of 
the  investment  associations,  and  the  result 
was  the  ruin  of  several  who  were  regarded  as 
amcjng  the  wealthiest  of  London's  citizens. 
The  inside  histoiy  oL'  the  whole  affair  has 
never  been  w  i-itten.  and  ])rol)ably  never  will 
be,  as  i\w  principal  actors  are  dead  or  widely 
scattered,  but  the  general  theory  is  that  un- 
wise investments  in  the  Northwest  was  the 
primary  cause  of  the  failures,  coupled  with  — 
to  put  it  so — injudicious  financial  methods. 
One    effect    of    this    was    to    scriousl\-   <-ri|>i)h'. 


CITY     HALL. 


and  in  sonic  cases  -.ii-pcnd.  tlic  i>|)crations  of 
industrial  establislnncnts,  wink'  the  indirc^'t 
effect  was  much  more  far-reaching.  The 
greater  part  of  the  damage  done  Avas  to  those 
not  engaged  in  commercial  or  industrial  pur- 
suits, but  who  had  invested  their  all  —  or 
nearly  so  —  in  the  concerns  directly  affected, 
with  a  view  of  having  a  i)ermanent  income 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  investment.  The 
business  of  London,  howevei',  \vas  on  a 
sound  basis,  and  tjic  disaster  was  conse- 
tjuently  felt  more  in(h\idually  than  collect- 
ively. In  addition  to  its  l)anking  institu- 
tions, Lon- 
d  o  n  ])  o  s  - 
s(>sses  seven 
savings  and 
loan  socie- 
ties, the  sub- 
scribed cajii- 
tal  of  which 
may  be  set 
<1  o  w  n  i  n 
round  num- 
l)c  rs  at  a- 
hout  eight 
million  dol- 
lars, more 
t  lian  half  of 
t  hat  amount 
being  ]iaid 
u]i.  Below 
a  r  e  t  h  e 
n  a  m  e  s  of 
the  s  ocie- 
ties  :  Huron 
i*<;  Erie  Loan 
and  Savings 
C  o  m  Y>  any, 
(xeorge  A. 
Somerville, 
111  a  n  a  ge  r  ; 
()  n  t  a  r  i  o 
L  o  a  n  a  ii  d 
Debenture 
Company.  William  F.  Bullen.  manager: 
Dominion  Savings  and  Investment  Society. 
Nathaniel  Mills,  manager;  Agricultural 
Savings  and  Loan  Comi)any,  C.  P.  Butler, 
manager;  Canadian  Savings  and  Loan 
Company,  Robert  Fox,  manager:  London 
Loan  Company  of  Canada.  Malcolm  .J.  Kent, 
manager;  People's  Building  and  Loan 
Association.  William  Sjiittal,  sec.-treasui-er. 
Without  going  into  the  details  of  the  finan- 
cial standing  of  these  or  aii\'  of  them,  it 
may  be  said  in  a  general  way  that  the  loan 
societies  have  done  a  great  deal  in  building 
111)    the    cit\-    and    siirroiindiiiu'    coiintrw     and 
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First  Cli  mill  in   Publi 
H.iiia 

have   been    the    iiu'aii 
securing    the    investment 
of  a  large  amount  of  for- 
eign cajiital    amongst   us. 

Tlie  earliest  ga/.ette(>r  of  Tapper  Canada 
to  which  access  can  be  had  —  probabl\-  the 
first  ever  issued  —  makes  the  statement  that 
"  the  commercial  affairs  of  London  ai'e  regu- 
lated liy  a  Board  of  Trade."  The  statement 
contains  an  element  of  naivete,  not  to  say 
simplicity,  but    in  a    measure    it    was    and    is 


PUBLIC     LIKRAIJV. 

true.     Not    true,  of    course,   in  its   entirety  — 
that  would  be  absurd.     15ut   it  is  true  to  the 
extent    that  all  efforts  made  to  improve  the 
commercial    status  of    London    have    had  the 
unqnalified    support   of   the    Board  of   Trade, 
which  in  many  cases  mooted  projects  leading 
to    that    beneficial    end.     Organized    in    IS.oT. 
its  constitution  declared  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  have  for  its  object  "the  pro- 
motion   of   just  and  equitable    jjrinci- 
ples,  the  correction  of  abuses  in  trade, 


llil^ 


nrr   |ji„„| 


V()r.\(,   .\ii;ns  (  iimsriAN   assck  ia  i  ion    i;i  ii.niNt; 


W .      K .      HOBBS, 
President  Y.  M.  ('.  A. 

and  the  protection  of  tlie  riglits  and 
the  advancement  of  the  interests  of 
the  country  giMierally."  The  first  ofti- 
cers    of    the    IJoard.   with    the  possible 
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exception  oi"  oiio,  lijixc  ;ill  hccii  l.ikcii  1)\ 
death.  They  were  :  Adam  Hope,  |)rcsi<lciit  : 
Lionel  Ridout,  viee-jjresident ;  .J.  V.  Mackliii. 
secretaiy :    J.    I.    Mc-Kenzie,   John    Bii-i-ell.   IL 


inucli  enthusiasm  either  \\a.\-.  Matters  of 
more  direct  concern  excited  greater  interest, 
siicli  as  the  rules  ref^ulatini;:  the  market  and 
providing    I'or    the    ])r()])er    ])ackinij.    insi>«'ct- 


tendency    to    kee]) 


Cliisholni.  C.  I).  Sliaw.  Walter  Simson,  Chas. 
•J.  Hope,  T.  H.  IJuckley,  (i.  M.  (iunn.  James 
Coyne.  I).  Farrar,  E.  Leonar(k  Charles  Hunt 
and  Joseph  Anderson.  The  JJoard  siirnalized 
its  organization  hy  grap])lini>-  with  the  hank- 
ruptcy  and  usury  laws,  then  het'oi-e  tlie  Leg- 
islature. It  desired  to  advanci>  the  legal 
rate  of  interest  from  six  to  sevi'u  ])er  cent., 
taking  the  ground  that  stringent  usury  1; 
were  evaded  and  had  ; 
out  the  foreign  capital 
necessai'y  to  the  devtd- 
ojiinent  of  the  country. 
The  Board  also  held 
that  imprisonment  for 
debt  should  he  ahol- 
ished.  and  as  early  as 
18r)iS  debated  the  ques- 
tion  of  Protection  vs. 
Free  Trade.  Some  mem- 
bers held  that  a  protect- 
ive duty  should  be  lev- 
ied upon  manufacturiHl 
goods  equal  to  tluit 
imposed  by  the  United 
States.  This,  however, 
was  a  speculative  rather 
than  a  pi'actical  ques- 
tion in  thcjse  days,  and 
does  not  seem  from  the 
records  to   have   evoked 


ing  and  branding  of  liutter.  In  IS(il!  \\-e 
find  the  Board  taking  up  seriously  the  (]ues- 
tion  of  the  circulation  of  American  silver, 
\\hich  had  then  become  a  luiisance.  and  the 
sid)ject  formed  a  perennial  source  of  dis- 
cussion for  sixteen  years.  Tlie  Board  early 
recognized  or  anticipated  the  ])ost!d  needs 
of  the  section,  and  in  18()4  ])etitioned  for 
a  British  mail  bag  direct  to  and  from  this 
city.    Avhitdi     point     was    gained      t  went  \  -six 


.~r.   .losKPiis    iio.si>i lAL. 


CITY    OF    LOXDOX. 


■^•;  1 1 1 
l-kct 

•<'(lit 


<|.M-t 


yeai-s  lat.-r.  In  IS(!I  also  tlir  IJoanl 
an  ajj;itati()n  for  the  al)olitit>n  ol' 
fees,  and  it  is  entitled  to  wliatever 
is  due  for  first  brinj^ini;'  ii])  this  sul 
a  |)ul)lie  way.  The  fees  were 
Hnally  abolished  in  18.S2,  Die 
eoiinty  eouneil  in  return  throw- 
ing oft"  the  tolls  on  all  the  I'oads 
in  the  coxinty  save  the  Proof 
Line,  which  is  tlie  property  of 
a  joint  stock  company,  and  a 
short  stretch  of  a  jjropi-ietai'v 
I'oad  near  the  village  of  Nairn. 
The  reciprocity  treaty  \vith  the 
United  States  received  a  g(jod 
deal  of  attention  for  a  period 
covering  several  years,  bnt  it  was 
finally  dropped  by  the  Board 
coming  to  the  conclusion  that 
any  proposals  for  a  I'enewal 
should  come  from  the  country 
that  had  abrogated  the  treaty. 
To    touch     u]>on     all     tlie     minor  — -- 

matters  in  which  tlie  lloai'd  ol 
Trade  has  i)layed  a  judicious 
])art  in  the  interests  of  London 
would  be  to  exceed  the  space  at  conimand, 
l)nt  ;i  few  of  the  more  important  matters 
may  be  briefly  referred  to.  The  chi(^f  of 
these  is  the  support  which  the  Board  has 
always  given  to  every  movement  towards 
developing  London  into  the  great  railway 
center  it  is  to-day — for  be  it  known  that 
Loiulon  has  morc^  trains  arriving  and  de- 
parting daily  than  any  other  city  in  Can- 
aila.  The  Board  was  foremost  in  the  field 
in  the  matter  of  the  London,  Huron  and 
Bruce    Railway,    raising  a  personal    subscri])- 


lioH  lor  pi('liniinar\'  ex])cnses.  It  also  pcli- 
tioninl  tlu^  Council  for  aid,  and  held  s(!V(!ral 
incM^tings  devoted  to  this  object.  Thi^  Boaril 
took     an     acti\('     part     in     first     gaining     ;id- 


A(n:i)  ri:()i'i.i:  s  iioMh: 
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mittance  to  the  city  for  the  Canada  Soutli- 
ern  (Micliigan  Central),  and  used  strenuous 
endeavoi's  to  have  the  Credit  Valley  extend- 
ed to  London  —  a  result  that  was  achieved 
later  on,  when  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way reached  here  —  and  it  was  in  a  great 
measure  due  to  the  efPorts  of  the  Boai'd 
that  the  latter  i-oad  selected  London  as  one 
of  its  divisional  head(|Uarters,  Tht^  lioard 
opposed  the  amalgamation  of  the  Crand 
Trunk  and  Great  Western.  In  18G7  the 
Board  ])ublicly  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  chemical 
works  in  this  city 
was  the  only  one  in 
IJritisli  Anu'rica,  and 
also,  while  discuss- 
ing the  question  of 
oil  inspection,  point- 
ed f)ut  that  Cana- 
<lian  oil  was  not  so 
exjilosive  as  that  re- 
lined  across  the  bor- 
der. In  1  ,S(i.S  the 
Board  reconuuend- 
i^d  the  issuance  of  a 
license  to  a  j)ork- 
])acking  house  in  the 
city.  It  favored  the 
inspection  of  hides 
and  heather,  lu'ged 
the  repeal  oH  the 
Stamp  Act.  advo- 
cated the  removal  of 


so 
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i;ili;il  tolls.  , -1 11(1  siii;-j>-('sted  the  a|)|i<)iiil  iiicnl  iif 
;i  dry  jroods  ;i|i])rai»er  for  this  custoiiis  dis- 
trict. During  the  oil  excitement  period  the 
Board  interested  itself  in  obtaininij  such 
train  ])i'i\ile<;'es  as  would  allow  oil  o|)era- 
toi's  to  s])end  tlicir  days  in  Hothwidl  and 
their  nights  in  Ijonilon.  Tiic  \\'estei'n  Fair 
has  ever  found  a  staun(di  friend  in  the 
Hoaj'd  of  Trade,  which  has  also  exerted 
itself  beneficially  in  nuinici])al  affairs,  nota- 
bly in  connection  with  the  building  of  the 
car  shops,  the  establishment  of  the  water- 
works and  other  enter])rises  of   moment.      A 


iinsiK 

ass(■s^ 
dlolll 

pla.-.v 
|)uri)os 


)ncei'n 


d    th 


IST.-). 
took 


matter  of  naiiona 
as  it  has  since,  and  tli 
strong  ground  against 
allowing  Americans  to 
sell  tea  duty  free  in 
Canada,  as  tending  to 
di.scourage  direct  trade 
between  Canada  and 
the  counti'ies  of 
growth.  By  the  way. 
it  may  not  be  gener- 
ally known  that  in  the 
early  day.s  of  London 
tea  was  considered  a 
luxuiy,  even  f'oi'  the 
well-to-do.  Many  of 
the  older  settlers  were 
in  the  habit  of  drink- 
ing what  they  called 
"  Plains  Tea,"  made 
from  a  slirub  that  grew 
on  the  hillside  north  of 
North  street.  It  was 
of  the  willow  family 
(Sdli.r  hcrhaccd)  and 
was  more  or  less  com- 
mon on  the  banks  of 
what  was  Devinney's 
tail-race,  even  in  the 
past  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury. .V  somewhat  similar  plant  is  used 
in  lieu  of  tea  in  some  portions  of  India, 
and  it  is  said  makes  a  very  ]ialatable 
beverage.  A  municipal  (diange  generally 
conceded  to  be  a  reform  —  the  collection  of 
taxes  by  instalments,  and  earlier  in  the 
year  —  w'as  also  initiated  by  the  Board  of 
Trade.  Among  its  other  municipal  recom- 
mendations were  the  abolition  of  wards,  a 
reduction  of  th*^  number  of  aldermen  and 
school  trustees,  and  the  election  of  women 
to  the  School  Boai'd.  A  more  successful  mat- 
ter was  its  petition  in  ]89()  to  the  Ontario 
Government  to  increase  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  division  coui'ts.  sinc(»  acted  u])oii.  The 
Board  also   reconuuended   in    IST").   but    so   I'ar 
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essl'ully.  that  .mII  |>i-opei-(y  should  l)e 
tl  al  its  real  \alue.  and  that  nothing 
lie  e\emj)t  save  buildings  used  for 
of  public  worship  and  for  no  otlitn' 
In  regard  to  the  electric  railway, 
the  Board  in  1894  took  steps  looking  to- 
wards breaking  the  deadlock  that  existed 
between  the  c-ity  and  the  company,  and  in 
various  minor  matters  it  lias  shown  itseli' 
alert  to  the  connnercial  and  municiiial  needs 
of  London.  A  cognatt^  oi'ganizat  ion.  the 
('hand)er  ol'  ( 'oniiuerci>.  was  organized  early 
iji  the  'TO's.  and  later  the  Merchants"  and 
Manufacturers"  Exchange,  but  in  LSSl  all 
these  l>odies  coalesced  under  the  old  name 
of  the  Board  of  Tiade. 
Reference  was  made 
in  the  ])receding  para- 
grajih  to  the  days  of 
the  oil  boom  in  West- 
ern Ontai'io.  It  was 
believed  by  many  that 
th(>  oil  so  fretdy  |)uni|ied 
at  Bothwell  continued 
its  undergroiuid  coui'se 
to  London,  and  several 
derricks  were  put  up 
and  wells  put  down  to 
test  the  ti'uth  of  the 
theory.  One  of  these 
deri-icks  still  stands  at 
the  foot  of  Dun  das 
street,  where  the 
\\diite  Sulphur  Springs 
were  struck  while  bor- 
ing for  oil  and  have 
Mowed  continu  o  u  s  1  y 
ever  since.  It  soon  be- 
came a])parent  that  oil 
was  not  to  be  had,  and 
the  borings  were  grad- 
ually abandoned, 
though  in  some  cases 
th(^  derricks  I'emaincnl  till  they  fell  to  ])ieces 
of  their  own  accord  or  were  torn  apart  for 
fuel.  In  this  connection,  in  1865,  an  oily 
sharper  named  Hicks  undertook  a  conhdence 
game.  He  proposed  to  sink  a  well  at  the 
foot  of  the  spur  which  forms  the  north- 
east angle  of  the  l)oundar\-  of  what  is  now 
Woodland  cemetery,  then  a  farm.  He  had 
interested  a  ntnnber  of  sanguine  local  ca])i- 
talists.  a  derrick  was  erected  and  l)oring 
indulged  in.  till  sud(lenl\'  it  was  announced 
that  oil  h;id  been  sti'uck.  Sure  enough, 
there  it  was,  oozing  from  the  hole  and 
floating  down  the  I'ivulet  to  the  river.  The 
excitement  that  ensued  caused  ordinarily 
W(dl-balanced     heads     to     become     uidiinged. 
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and  the  wildest  drcaiiis  ol'  wcdtli  wen-  in- 
dulged in.  The  '■castles  in  Spain"  1li.il  were 
everted  would  liav(^  kept  husy  a  l)att,ili((n 
ol'  af(dlitects.      P^inuers    in   the   ueij^hhorhood 

refused  ~_  I'ahu- 
lous  olVeis  I'or 
bonding'  pri\i- 
li'<i;es,  and  tlie 
'•Col.  Hellers" 
of  the  day  eould 
seai'cely  fi  )i  d 
enouu'h  fi^ui't^s 
in  the  uudti])li- 
catiou  table  to 
c-ilculate  the 
millions  that 
w  e  I-  (■  t  o  he 
ni;i<le.       Hut    sic 
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transit  '^\<>vui  olea  I  it  all 
faded  into  nothingness, 
and  was  as  tliough  it  had 
never  been,  when  it  was 
disco\(>red  by  some  Paul 
Try  that  the  oil  found  its 
\\;iy  lidui  a  cask  that  had 
been  cached  in  the  hill- 
side by  the  wily  Hicks, 
who  left  the  city  with  no 
ceremony  and  very  little  cash. 

The  oil  trade,  however, 
did  a  ^-reat  deal  in  develoji- 
ini^-  London,  and  in  LS70 
there  wert'  no  less  than  a 
dozen  I'etineries.  The  i)usi- 
ness.  however,  j^radually 
became  concentrate(l  in  the  lari^er  con- 
cerns, and  ninny  of  tlie  refineries  went 
out  of  existence.  The  I'etininji'  still  car- 
ried on  in  London,  with  its  attcMidant 
<<)()pci-int;-.  teamint^,  freighting-,  etc.,  forms 
a  considerable  factor  in  the  industrial 
o])erations  of  the  c\t\.  The  premisi^s  of 
the  hnperial  Oil  Co.  aiid  of  Mr.  .1.  H.  Min- 
hinnick  are  niamniotli  concei-ns.  and  their 
trade  serves  to  make  London  known  all 
over    the    Dominion. 

London  also  had  its  land  ••boom."  though 
the  word  then  had  not  the  significance 
which  modern  acceptance  of  a  slang  phrase 
justifies.  It  occurred  in  IS.'il.and  many  lots 
were  then  sold  at  figures  wbicb  they  would 
not  command  to-day  if  forced  ajxin  the 
market.     Suburban    lots  were  sur\'e\'ed   nearly 


;is  fai-  west  as  i\'omok;i.  .-ind  the  r(^cor(ls 
show  tb<'  sal<'  of  l.ind  on  Dundas  street, 
between  Wellington  aud  Waterloo,  at  $100 
|)er  foot.  •■  Hamilton's  Lush,"  at  the  cornei^ 
of  Ridout  street  south  and  Grand  Avenue. 
was  dis])ostMl  of"  at  an  extravagant  figurts 
though  it  stood  as  a  bush  for  well  on  to 
a  generation  ai"terwai'ds.  Th(>  late  N.  Reid 
purchased  a  block  of  Innd  neai-  Adelaidi^ 
street,  and  aftei-  paying  t;i\es  thereon  foi- 
thirty  ye;irs  sold  it  for  the  piice  he  bad 
originally-  paid.  Tbe  boom  <V\i\  not  Inst 
long,  however,  and  those  who  had  not  the 
foresight — or  the  luck,  as  the  casi'  may 
be  — 1()  sell  were  for  years  weighted  down 
with  their  real  estate  holdings,  and  I'ully 
realized  what  it  is  to  be  "land  ])oor."" 
Shortly  afterwards  canu-  the  commercial 
depression  which  spread  all  over 
the  country  at  the  close  of  the 
Crimean  war,  and  the  year  1857 
saAV  the  beginning  of  troublous 
tiiues  for  all  in  the  commercial 
woi'ld.  and  many  were  com- 
pelled to  go  under  in  the 
almost  universal  wreck.  Lon- 
don's natural  ])osition,  however, 
stood  her  in  good  stead,  and 
slie  faster  than  many  other 
less  fortunately-placed  centers 
rallied  from  the  shock  and 
fcjund  herself  once  more  on  a 
sound  commercial  basis.  It  was 
at  this  time  that  the  Corpora- 
tion issued  the  scrip  previously 
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r<-ferre(l  to 
a  n  d  \\-  li  i  c  b  ' 
mate  r  i  a  I  I  y 
helped  to  tide  | 
over  the  diffi- 
culty. Were 
this  work  a 
treatise  on 
])olitical  econ- 
omy, this  in- 
<'ident  in  civic 
history  might 
be  elaboi'ated 
to  prove  the 
soundness  of 
what  oui'Am- 
erican  cons- 
ins  call    ■■  liat 
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money."     As    it    is    not    such    a    treatise,   but  In    other    words,    not    to    be    too    particular 

merely  a   record  of  fact,  the  matter  may  be  about  the  fractions,  in  four  years  there  had 

dismissed  with  the  observation   that  such  use  been  an  increase  of  nearly  one  hundred    ])er 

of  the  incident  might,  and  likely  would,  prove  cent.,  yet  in  five  years  the  increase   was  less 

a  two-edged  sword  in  the  hands  of  an  unskill-  than    three    i)er    cent.     It    is    no    matter    for 

fill  deliater.     To    give    a  clearer    idea    of   the  wonder     that     fortunes     were     lost      iu     the 

inflation  that  ])revailed.  it  may  be  pertinent  dej^reciation. 

to    look    at    the    assessed    value  of    the    place  The    idea  of    railways    to  connect  London 

about     this    period.      PrtMuising    that    the    as-  with  the  outside  \\()rl(l   was  taken   up  long — 


miw 


C'ENTRAl.     Kim-;     HALL 


sessed  vakie  in  1830,  ten  years  after  the  first 
settlement,  was  $34,380,  let  us  jump  to  1853. 
when  the  assessed  value  was  .$]4t*).()2().  This 
may  be  taken  as  being  as  nearly  correct  as 
assessments  generally  are.  The  ft)lk)wing 
year  it  had  raised  to  $228,160,  and  it  kept 
on  an  ascending  scale  till  1858,  when,  hav- 
ing nearly  doubled  in  four  years,  it  reached 
$420,060.  "  Then  came  the  collai)se,  the  fol- 
lowiug   yi'ai-  making  a   reduction   to  $234, 07(). 


at  least  nineteen  years  —  before  the  whistle 
of  the  locomotive  was  heard  within  our 
limits.  In  1834  an  act  of  incori)oration  was 
secured  for  the  London  arid  Ciore  Hailroad. 
the  project  being  to  connect  witii  IJurling- 
ton  Bay  on  the  one  side  and  Lake  Hiu-on 
on  the  other.  This  charter  was  allowed  to 
hqise,  however,  but  it  •was  revived  eleven 
years  later,  in  1845,  the  name  being  changed 
to     that     of    the     Great    Western      Railroad 
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('(impjiny.  Tho  LDiiddii  and  I'orl  Saiiiia  h'ail- 
road  Company  was  chai-teryd  in  ISi"):},  when 
the  Great  Western  was  opened,  the  road  to 
he  hnilt  from  the  foot  of  the  hike  to  in- 
tersect the  Great  Westei-n  at  or  near  Lon- 
don. Tliis  is  now  well  known  lorally  as 
••  the  Sarnia  hi-anch,"  forminjr  j^art  of  the 
trnnk  line  hetween  the  east  and  west.  In 
1857  the  London  and  Lake  Huron  liaiiroad 
Company  was  chartered.  It  was  to  huild 
from  Tiondon  to  a  point  at  <ir  near  I'ort 
Frank.      l)ut       the       proj<'ct       never       reached 


St.  Thomas.  .Middlesex,  and  FA^i'm  iia\  in^^ 
held  aloof  when  it  was  supposed  they 
would  have  aided,  it  became  necessary  three 
years  later  for  London  to  ajJjain  step  to  the 
fi-ont.  which  she  did  to  the  extent  of  ^28,000 
in  debentures  and  i'o.OOO  in  cash,  and  the 
following  year  a  lurtbei-  sum  of  ;t;:5(),0()() 
was  <ri-anted.  On  October  2,  1850,  the  road 
was  opened.  The  history  of  the  road  was 
c<)mmon]iiace  and  uneventfvil  till  1872,  when 
tlie    need    of    repairs    to    the    ro;ulbed   and   of 
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fruition.  The  first  public  r('c(>r<l  in  connec- 
tion with  the  London  and  I'ort  Stanley 
Railroad  appears  in  the  Council  Proceedings 
of  1853,  when  at  the  first  meeting  in  Janu- 
ary Murray  Anderson  moved,  seconded  by 
John  Carling,  that  the  Mayor,  Edward 
Adams,  call  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  to 
consider  the  project.  The  meeting  was  fa- 
vorable, and  as  a  residt  the  c()ni|)any  was 
incor])oj'ated  in  May,  and  in  the  following 
August  the  Corporation  decided  to  take 
stock    in    the    ro.ad    to    the    extent     of    -l-2.").(U)0. 
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additions  to  tlie  rolling  stock  became  so 
api^ai'ent  that  something  had  to  be  done, 
and  in  that  year  the  road  was  leased  to 
the  Great  Western  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years.  This  course  had  been  mooted  five 
years  previously,  in  1867,  when  the  returns 
showed  that  the  earnings  of  the  road  for 
the  year  had  been  $42,75!).!)!,  an  increase 
for  the  year  of  .$:>.()5].()(i.  The  Michigan 
Central  iJailroad  was  given  running  ])ow(U's 
over  the  road  nortli  of  St.  Thomas  in  188(i, 
and   still    retains   llii>    pi'i\ilege.    ( )n  t  be  ia]ise. 
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l)y    criluxidii    of 
Gri'at      WesttTii 
after    a    j^oocl     d 
which     London 
Thomas    in    the 


time,     of     lllc      lease      to      tlie 

il      was     not      renewed,    and 

eal     (if     negotiation,     durinij; 

l)oii<;lit     the    interest    ot"   St. 

road,  the  lease  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  Lake  Erie  and  Detroit 
River  Raih'oad,  which  now  o]jerates  it.  Of 
tlie  orijj^inal  incorporators  of  tlie  company 
but  three  are  alive — E.  J.  Parke,  Muri-ay 
Anderson  and  Freeman  Talbot.  The  latter 
may  indeed  be  dead,  l)ut  there  is  no  recoi'd  of 
it  at  hand;  he  removed  many  years  a<>o  to 
Minnesota.  The  others  were  G.  W.  Boyj^s, 
W.  1).  Hale.  a.  R.  Williams.  Robert  Thorn- 
sou.     Wni.    H.    Ui-iuni      .).    M.     Batt.     Bovce 


lli-il  line.  The  load  was  opene<l  in  bST-"). 
and  in  the  foUowini;'  N'ear  was  aMiainaniate(l 
witii  the  Great  Western  system.  London  was 
connected  with  the  Grand  Ti'unk  in  the 
building;  of  that  road  west\\ard  I'lom  To- 
ronto, in  IS")'.),  but  the  London  lirancli  was 
what  is  known  in  railroad  ])arlance  as  a 
"stub  line,"  runnini>;  from  tlu^  main  line  at 
Stratford.  The  hrst  Grand  Trunk  depot  was 
located  on  the  south-eastern  outskirts  of 
the  city.  It  was  an  old  frame  shed,  used 
alike  for  freight  and  passengers,  but  soon 
gave  place  to  a  brick  structure  which  is  still 
standing  and  used  as  a  mercantile  ware- 
house.    The  location   was   inconvenient.   Iiow- 


y 
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'riiomson.  Lawrence  Lawrason.  Lionel  Rid- 
out.  S.  S.  Ponieroy,  Elijah  Leonard,  Wm. 
Smith.  S.  Morrill,  '  E.  W.  Hyman.  Thomas 
C  Dixon,  Alex.  Anderson,  Thomas  Carling, 
Edward  Adams,  Sanuiel  Peters,  John  H. 
Labatt,  Wm.  Barker,  Daniel  Harvey,  Mur- 
doch McKenzie,  Crowell  Willson  and  Cyre- 
nius  D.  Hall.  It  is  not  generally  known 
that,  barring  a  few  short  lines  without  pas- 
senger traffic,  which  operate  between  mines 
and  the  seaboard,  the  propoi'tion  of  earn- 
ings to  woi'king  expenses,  and  the  earnings 
per  train  mile,  are  greater  on  the  Port 
Stanley  than  on  any  other  railroad  in  Can- 
ada. In  1870  the  project  of  the  London, 
Huron  and  Bruce  Railroad  was  first  ])ub- 
licly  mooted,  and  in  1871  the  citizens  vote(l 
for'  a    bv-law-    giving  a   bonus  of    .$1()().0()()   to 


e\er,  and  tlie  |)assenger  station  was  re- 
moved to  an  old  wooden  shed  at  the  .junc- 
tion of  Bathurst  and  Burwell  streets  with 
the  Hamilton  Road.  This  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1872,  and  was  replaced  by  a  neut 
brick  structure,  subsequently  abandoned  on 
the  amalgamation  of  the  Grand  Trunk  with 
the  Great  Western.  This  fusion  took  place 
in  1882,  and  London  then  became  the  cen- 
tral i)oint  of  a  railway  system  radiating  to 
the  four  cardinal  ])oints  of  the  comjjass. 
and  for  all  ))ractical  ])ur])Oses  to  the  whole 
thirty-two  points.  In  1887  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railroad  entered  London,  and  thus 
gave  us  a  direct  line  on  Canadian  soil  to  llie 
whole  Northwestern  Provinces  and  Territo- 
ries and  to  the  Pacific  ()c(vin.  in  aildition 
to  furnishing    a    coin]iet  it  isc    i-onle    to    nian\- 
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points  ill  Ontario,  the 
Eastern  and  Western 
States  and  the  sea- 
board. So  much  for 
the  rise  and  projjjress 
of  raih'oad  facilities 
in  London,  whicli  is 
the  most  advanta- 
geously sitiiatetl,  SI) 
far  as  railways  are 
concerned,  of  any  city 
ill  Canada.  As  before 
said,  more  trains  ar- 
rive at  and  depart 
from  London  daily 
than  from  any  other 
])oint  in  the  Domin- 
ion. This  general 
description  should  be 
supplemented  b\-  a 
glance    at    the    i n ,■  1 1 1 
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given  on  another 
])age.  whereby  there 
may  be  obtained  a 
better  knowledge  of 
London's  jjeculiarly 
fortunate  situation  as 
a  railway  center.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the 
whole  area  of  the 
most  I'ertile  poi'tion  of 
Ontario  is  tributary 
to  this  city  as  its  com- 
mercial and  maiiu- 
I'acturing  metrojjolis. 
It  may  be  broadly 
stated  that  London 
lias  never  been  Avith- 
'iit  a  public  market 
|ilace.  Almost  coin- 
cident with  the  first 
settlement  a  frame 
building  was  erected 
on  the  conrt-lioiist'  square  for  market  pur- 
l)oses.  It  was  shortly  afterwards  removed 
fi)  the  ])r(>siMit   site,  but   this  did   nut   ])i-i)ve 
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satisfactory,  and  it  was  ai^aiii  sliit'ti'd  to 
what  Avas  the  extrt'iiu'  soutli-castern  portion 
of  the  village,  on  Wellington  street.  Here, 
again,  dissatisfaction  arose,  and  the  market 
\\-as  moved  to  the  site  of  the  present  Grand 
Trunk  station,  from  whence  it  was  finally 
taken  and  ])laced  on  the  present  Market 
S(|uai-i>.  Tiiis  was  in  1853,  when  a  lot  was 
purchased  on  Uundas  street,  from  L.  Lawra- 
son.  ff)r  an  entrance.  For  this  land  4'25  per 
foot  was  paid.  This  is  the  present  Market 
Lane,  but  it  may  not  be  generally  known 
that  four  feet  of  this  lane  is  private  iJi'op- 
erty,  and  it  is  closed  up  periodically  for  a 
few  hours  so  that  the  title  shall  not  lajjse 
by  ])rescription.  It  was  also  i-esolved  to  go 
oil    witli    the    town     hall,     but     a    l)itter    liu'lit 


dollai-s.  In  ]Sb">  also  we  lind  tbe  liist  re.oid 
of  what  was  afterwards  (juite  connnon  till 
the  fees  were  abolished  —  a  man  before  the 
Magistrate  for  failing  to  pay  the  market 
fees.  His  name  was  Wni.  Cahili.  and  he 
was  ordered  to  pay  the  fee  of  two  sliillings 
and  a  fine  and  costs  amounting  to  thirteen 
shillings  and  ninejience.  In  the  same  yeai- 
John  Schofield  jjurchased  a  ])ig  which  had 
not  been  taken  into  the  public  s(juare,  and 
for  this  act  against  the  jiublic  weal  he  was 
condemned  to  i)ay  a  fine  of  ten  shillings 
and  eight  shillings  costs.  The  first  record 
of  market  prices,  beyond  the  offering  of 
one  dollar  in  goods  for  a  bushel  of  wheat. 
ap])ears  in  1S.5().  when  we  tind  the  follow- 
ing:     I\'ill     wheat,    .'{s.    .")d.     i>er     fifty     ])onnds 
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arose  as  to  whether  it  should  face  on  Rich- 
nioiul  street  or  the  Market  Square.  The 
foi'in  of  the  original  building  would  suggest 
that  a  compromise  was  reached,  so  that 
either  side  might  be  called  the  "front."  The 
total  amount  of  the  various  contracts  for 
this  building  was  £7,501  10s.  3d.;  but  who 
shall  compute  its  total  cost  as  it  stands 
to-day  y  Mai'ket  fees  were  an  institution 
from  the  first,  but  the  first  record  of  the 
privilege  of  collection  being  sold  appears  in 
1843,  when  Maurice  Baker  paid  £109  17s. 
The  following  year  Alex.  S.  Armstrong  paid 
£251 — an  odd  figure,  probably  based  on  a 
belief  that  the  gt'iierally  accepted  value  of 
the    privilege    was    about    an    even    thousand 


(within  a  couple  of  cents  of  a  doUai'  pei- 
Ijushel);  sjjring  wheat,  2s.  9cl.  (79  cents  per 
bushel);  oats,  Is.  3d.  Y>or  bush.;  timothy  seed, 
7s.  6d.  per  bush.;  hay,  55s.;  straw,  25s.;  flour, 
7s.  6d.  per  cwt.;  potatoes.  Is.  lOid.  per 
bush.;  apples,  2s.  Od.;  pork,  20s.  per  cwt.; 
beef,  2d.  per  lb.;  mutton,  2d.;  butter  (salt 
and  fresh),  7id.  per  lb.:  eggs,  7id.  per  doz.: 
geese,  each.  Is.:  fowls.  7id.  per  pair;  tur- 
keys, 2s.  Od.  The  month  was  February,  and 
the  outside  ))rices  are  quoted.  The  figures, 
however,  are  of  interest  only  as  a  reminis- 
cence —  they  point  no  moral.  The  conditions 
of  life  in  this  locality  were  then  so  utterly 
different  from  now  that  com])arisons  on 
such  a   basis  would  be    not,  as  the  scmg  says, 
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"cruel,"  but  altogether  absurd.  About  the  called  the  first  genenitiou  of  its  commercial 
period  spoken  of  a  second  generation  of  men.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  growth 
business  men  began  to  appear  on  the  scene.  was  most  marked  in  the  mercantile,  hotel- 
Dennis  O'liricn.  the  i.ioiicer.  had  just    irtiicd.  k<>r|iin--     .irid      pi-ofcssional     lines,     while    an 


and  it  is   interesting   to    note    who    were  the  observer  of   to-day  would  say  that  the  most 

leading     commercial      spirits     of     that     day,  marked  characteristic  of  London  is  its  manu- 

showdng   as    it    does    the    progress    that    had  facturing  population.     At  this  ])oint  ])ardon  a 

been    made    in    London  during  what  may  be  digression,    wiiiili    is    iiiui<'   or   less  ixM-tincnt. 
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It    is    ;i    noteworthy    fact     that,    while    otlicr  related   of    Dennis   t)'F.rien    Ihat    he    aserihed 

industries     have    tlourislied.    distilleries     liaxc  liis     coiiniiercial     d<)\\iit'all     Id     his    distillery, 

lievei'    gained   a    |iei-iiianent    t'dotliold    in     Lon-  Some   ini^ht    icj^ard   this  as  ])oiiitiii>;  a  sij^nifi- 


riii';    w  aii;k\\  ()i;k>    and   srK'iN(;i!AM<    i'ak'k. 

don.  At  one  time  or  another  there  have  cant  moral;  others  mij^ht  i|iiote  tjie  success 
heen  lour.  l)ut  none  exists  to-day.  nor  has  of  distilleries  elsewhere.  an<l  iiint  that  the 
tluM'e   i)een   one    lor   ovei'  a    generation.      It    is       I'ailures    in    London    wei'e     in     som<>    measiu'e 
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Will.     ( ■.•iiliiiij'.     .Idlin      Diiiioiid. 


.till> 


iieration 


this     ii<'ii;lii)()i-li()()(l.      Efcles  <S;    Lahatt. 


That,    however,    is    beside    the    question:    the 
fact     rcinains.     But    to     return    to    tlie    hiisi- 


Ihilldcr.'i  —  Thomas  Code,  .J.  Elliott,  Green 
i'<;    Bros.,  (xeo.    Watson,   Winson    &    Screaton. 
I'xinhs       Hank  of    Montreal   (.John  Fraser, 
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ness  list  of  IS,-)0.    It   was  made  up  as  follows:  manager).    Bank    of    Upper    Canada    (James 

J(((//o(ircy— .John    Talhot.  Hamilton,  manager).  Commercial  Bank  (Chas. 

/)'oo/..sW/c/-.s  — F.  B.  Beddome,  .1.  (iillean,  .1.  Monsarratt,    manager).    Gore    Bank    (W.    W. 

M.  Graham,   Robert    Reid.  Street,  manager). 
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Chandler  —  Henry   Dalton. 

Cahitu-tmaki^t's  —  '^.  P.  Ellis.  .).  11.  M.-niU. 
Mountjoy  &  Sons.  W.  Till. 

('((rri(i(/e  Builders  —  M.  Holmes,  A.  Lawri(\ 
Plununer  &:  Pacey. 

Cnininission    Mi'rcli((iif  —  Wilson    Mills. 

Drij  (UxkIs  Mcrchdiif.s  —  Adair  &  Thomp- 
son, Matthew  Collovier,  B.  Cox  &  Co.,  Wm. 
(Jor<lon,  G.  M.  Gunn,  Daniel  Maefie.  Francis 
M((;il].    Geo.    G.    Matree,    Matt.    INrcGill.    .1.  (i. 


;^    *St 


General  Merchants  —  Hope,  Birrell  &  Co., 
Lawrason    &    Chishohn,    J.    C.    Maeklin. 

//o/r/.s- —  Wm.  Balkwill.  W.  Barker.  J.  M. 
Bennett,  W^.  B.  Lee,  .John  Smyth,  S.  Smith, 
David  Thojnjison,  and  the  t'ollowinj;-,  jxM-son- 
alh-  kei)t  1)V  the  ])ers()ns  uhose  names  tlu\v 
hear:  Matthews'  Hotel,  McDowells  Hotel, 
Maefi(>'s  Hotel,  Robertson's  Hotel,  Sti'ong's 
Hotel,   and   Robert  Summers'  Hotel. 

//(iff(  rs     -Thowuis  ('.  Dixon,  E.  Raymond. 


Jl^^^ 

d 

^  ^^B 

^B 

-I^BvH 

life  ^B 

IHki^ 

m 

THE  LATE  E.  W.  HYMAN, 

First  Watei-  Coiiiniis- 

sitnuT.  1S7S. 


J.  R.  MINHINNIC]-; 
Water  Conniiis- 

sioiier.  1S7S. 


WM.  ROBINSON, 

KiiKiiif'er,  1878. 


EX-ALT).  .IAS.  EGAN, 

Chaiiinan  No.  3  on  passage 

of  Waterworks  Bv-law. 


.J.  C.  .irui),  K.   K.  (OW  AN. 

Water  Commissioner,  1897.     Walrr  Conniiissioner.  18117 


.:.   .M.   MOO  HI':. 
Kn-inc.T.    1S<)7 


O.   KLLAVOnn. 
Seei-et  a  iv.    1S!C; 


Mcintosh  &  Co.,  R.  S.  Murray  &  Co.,  John 
Phillip.s,    John    Raymond,    Tyas    &    W^illiams. 

I)ni(/(/isfs  —  B.  A.  Mitchell,  John  Salter, 
John    Williams. 

DiNfii/ers  —  Wm.  Moore,   Samuel  Peters. 

Founders  —  M.  Anderson,  Jackson  & 
Elliott,  E.  Leonard. 

Grocers  — E.  Adams,  T.  H.  Buckley,  Wm. 
Glass,  Hugh  Macfie,  D.  Murphy,  A.  PauU. 
Hugh  Rose,  Frank  Smith.  A.  t^  G.  Smyth. 
Robert  Wilson. 


Il,irdn-(irr        L.     K'idout. 

hisiiranve  -  W.  H.  CJiilds.  .1.  Franklin.  II. 
Lambkin,  Alex.  Macdonald.  S.  S.  Pomeroy, 

Lireri/  —  J.  Coote,  John  Jennings.  W.  T. 
Kiely. 

Lairi/crs  —  Henry  Beclier.  I\  .  liecher, 
.lames  Daniels,  Wm.  Horton.  E.  .Jones  Parke, 
TJiomas  Scatcherd,  .J.  F.  Saxon,  J.  Shanly, 
1).  M.  Thom])s()n,  .lohn  Wilson,  Coinisellor 
Hughes. 

J////,.;  _.  Roger  Smith. 
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friii/i'i-s  ,ni,l  I'uh/ixlirr.'^  -  W.  Sutherland 
(PVi'o  I'lvss).  l.ciiK.u  c^  llai-t  (Tillies),  U.  T. 
Newc-oiiibe. 

J^hi/NicidiiN  —  A.  Andcisim,  Daxid  Fallow. 
Henry  Going,  A.  ]\I<-Keii/ie.  C'liarl(>s  (r.  Moore. 
George  Southwiek.  Tlioiuas  Phillip;-. 

Sash    Fdcforji — Win.    Bissell. 

.SV/f/f//c/-.s  — liobert  Darch.  Robert  Fennel], 
.Joseph  (iibbins.  W.  King.   I).  O.  Marsh. 

railors  —  J.  Glen,  W.  Hall.  P.  McKithiek. 
SteAvart    Bros.,  E.  Yealland. 

Til  inn  IS  —  E.  W.   Hyiuan,  Sinieon  ^lorrill. 

Ti nsinitltx  —  John    Jarniain.  S.   McHride. 

}\'(i/cliiii<ik(i:s  —  Henry  Davis,  H.  .1.  .Jean- 
neret,   Win.   Dewey. 

[Note. —  This  list  is  doubtless    inc()ini)lete. 


occui-i-ed.  and  for  many  years  i1  I'lirnicd  an 
e|i(ich  in  London's  history.  The  place  hail 
then  been  incoi'poruted  us  a  village  for  five 
\'ears.  but.  like  niuny  if  not  all  of  the  vil- 
lages e\eii  of  the  present  day,  the  facilities 
for  t)attling  with  fii'e  were  of  tlii^  crudest 
description.  The  Hrst  volunteer  fire  brigade 
had  been  organized  three  years  previously, 
but  it  was  merely  a  bucket  afFair,  a  by-law 
coni])elling  every  householder  to  keep  a 
leathern  bu(dvet,  painted  black,  in  a  con- 
venient spot  for  use  in  case  it  should  lie 
required.  This  answered  all  jjurposes  till 
the  first  great  fire,  when  the  lat(^  Hon.  (i. 
J.  Goodhue  purchased  a  "fire  engine."  a 
machine    that    in     tliese    latter    days     would 
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1  I'dund  it  originally  very  much  so,  and  have 
addc(i  several  names  obtained  from  various 
sourci's.  besides  coi'recting  a  good  deal  of 
misspelling  of  names  in  the  list  as  I  found  it.] 
This  may  be  described  as  the  period  of 
the  Renaissance  in  London.  A  short  time 
before,  in  1844-45,  the  place  had  been  rav- 
aged by  two  destructive  fires  which  prac- 
tically wi|)ed  out  till'  whole  business  section, 
so  that  building  o])i'rati()ns  had,  as  it  were, 
to  be  begun  de  novo.  The  first  fire  occurred 
in  October,  1844,  and  desti'oyed  the  whole 
of  the  block  bounded  by  Dundas,  North, 
Talbot  and  Pidout  streets.  Six  months 
later,    in    April.    184.5,    the    second    great   fire 


be  graded  somewhat  higher  than  a  water- 
ing can,  but  lower  than  a  lawn  sprinkler. 
It  was  worked  for  a  few  minutes  in  the 
second  conflagration,  when  the  spread  of 
the  flames  caused  it  to  be  abandoned  and 
it  shared  in  the  general  destruction.  The 
fire  originated  in  tlie  Robinson  Hall,  on  the 
sovith-east  corner  of  Dundas  and  Ridout 
streets,  and  in  a  great  deal  less  time  than 
it  has  taken  to  compile  these  facts  some 
three  hundred  buildings  of  various  styles  of 
architecture,  but  all  of  wood,  were  turned 
to  ashes.  The  burnt  district  extended  from 
Dundas  street  to  the  river,  Ridout  and  Tal- 
bot   sti'eets    being    the    western    and    eastei-n 
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boundiiries  respcd  i  \-cl y. 
Witliin  this  area  Init  one 
house  was  left  staiuliii*;-.  the 
Balkwill  House,  kept  l)y  Mr. 
John  Balkwill,  the  iVesi- 
dent  of  the  village.  It  stood 
on  the  site  of  the  present 
City  Hotel.  While  this  fire 
in  its  full  extent  was  prob- 
ably never  foreseen,  it  is 
curious  to  read  of  the  pre- 
cautions prior  to  it  to  pi-e- 
vent  any  fire.  Two  yeais 
previous  Alex.  Lowrie,  a 
carriagemaker,  had  been 
fined  9s.  9d.  for  starting  a 
fire  on  Talbot  street  to  set 
a  wagon  tire,  and  in  the 
same  year  John  Gray,  he 
having  re- 
ceived a  box 
of  lucifer 
matches, 
■was  ordered 
by  the  vil- 
lage board 
to  I'eniove  it 
to  a  distant 
o  u  t  house, 
as  it  w  a  s 
considered 
dange  r ous 
to  allow  the 
b  o  x  t  o  1)  e 
kept  in  a 
store.  There 
was  also  a 
clause  in 
the  village 
by-laws  ])ro- 
viding  f(jr  a  penalty  should 
the  water  tanks  be  opened 
except  in  ease  of  fire,  and  the 
records  show  that  it  was  an 
ofPense  against  the  niajest_>- 
of  the  law,  punishable  by  a 
fine,  to  permit  a  chimney  to 
catch  fii'e.  There  have  since 
been  fires  in  London  of 
great  magnitude,  considered 
commercially,  but  none  that 
can  be  sjjoken  of  as  a  calami- 
ty entailing  suffering  and 
personal  hardship  of  so  uni- 
versal a  character  on  the 
people  of  th<^  section.  Both 
in  kind  and  (h^gi-ee,  it  was. 
proportioned  to  population 
and  wealth,  a  gi'eater  calami- 
ty to  London  than   was  the 
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great  fire  of  1871  to  Chicago. 
In  1854  the  commerce  of 
London  had  reached  such 
])ro])()i-tions  as  to  justify  the 
<-i-e;iti(>n  of  a  customs  dis- 
tri<t.  witii  headcjuarters  here. 
l)i-.  Hiram  Lee  was  the  first 
collector,  holding  the  office 
for  two  years,  'when  he 
gave  place  to  his  brother- 
in-law,  J.  B.  Strathy,  who 
continued  in  office  till  1S78, 
wlieii  I»(>l)ert  K'eid.  the  pres- 
ent cdllector.  was  ai)p()inte(l. 
At  tlie  beginning  the  ground 
lloor  of  the  store  opposite 
the  Market  Lane  was  large 
enough  to  accommodate  the 
business.  But  only  for  a 
short  time, 
when  a  I'e- 
moval  was 
made  to  the 
I)  u  i  1  d  i  n  g  s 
opposite  tlie 
City  Hall, 
thence  to 
the  Albion 
Block, where 
the  Customs 
House  re- 
mained till 
1872,  when 
a  portion  of 
tlie  ]>resent 
building. the 
construction 
o  f  w  h  i  c  h 
began  two 
years  previ- 
ously, was  occupied.  As 
showing  the  growth  of  Lon- 
don commei'cially,  a  few 
ligures  gleaned  from  customs 
returns  are  given,  but  the 
intelligent  reader  will  know 
that,  while  the  figures  are 
correct,  the  conclusion 
reached  therefrom  can  only 
be  ap])roxiniate.  The  \ary- 
ing  rates  of  duties,  anil  fiuctu- 
ations  in  periods  of  imports 
and  release  of  goods  from 
bond,  will  cause  variations 
in  the  amount  of  duties  col- 
lected without  being  an 
accurate  reflex  of  the 
amount  of  trade  done  in 
the  district  in  an_\'  certain 
specified    time.     In    the    first 
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year  the  inipoi'ts  at  the  port  of  London  wei-e 
to  the  vakie  of  £232,552,  while  the  exports 
were  £77,973.  The  followinf^  year  the  im- 
ports increased  to  £2!).S.!)!)8,  and  the  exports 
decreased  to  £75.43:>.  These  tiji^ures  ])rove 
tlii^  increased  ])ur(  liasiiijj,-  (•a]>acit\'  of  the 
jieopk',  bnt  ht- 
tle  beyond  that. 
Coming  to  more 
recent  times, 
the  receipts  for 
cnstonis  duties 
in  1(S71  were 
$2.3:],  126.  The 
following  yi'ai- 
there  was  an 
i  n  (■  r  e  a  s  e  of 
al)()ut  .$3(1,0(10 
ill  t  lie  dutit's 
<'()lle<-ted,  while 
in  1S73  the  sum 
decreased  to 
.$214,970.  This 
was  raised  to 
$304,888  in  1874, 
and  from  that 
period  increases 
were  the  order 
of  each  year 
save  one  (1880) 
till  1881,  when 
the  figures  had 
reached  $541.- 
724.  Since  that 
]>eriod  the  a- 
mount  of  duties 
collected  each 
year  has  hov- 
ered around 
the  half-million 
mark,  ranging 
from  $581.()97 
in  188  7  (the 
highest)  to 
$447,000  in  1895 
(the  lowest). 
As  before  said, 
these  figures 
give  but  an  ap- 
proximate idea 
of  the  volume 
of  trade.  To 
make  them  ac- 
curate would 
involve    an  a- 

nalysis  of  all  the  varying  rates  of  duty  in  tht 
meantime,  and  even  then  tlie  entries  in  an 
ticipation  of  tariff  changes  would  I'oriii  ■• 
factor    in    the    calculation,    so    that     iiKitlic 
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niatical    accuracN'    is 

question    as    it     is   iiiii 

however,     are    fairly 

growth    (■oniniercialh' 

stand. 

As  hearing  upon  tlic  industrial  interests, 
the  inland  rev- 
enue  returns 
are  in  some 
directions  ))et- 
t  cr  indices  of 
pros))ei'ity  than 
the  customs  col- 
lect ions.  Pri'- 
mising  that  the 
whole  internal 
r<>venue  collec- 
tions of  the 
Province  are 
in  about  the 
pi'oj)ortion  of 
two  and  one- 
sixth  dollars  to 
each  luiit  of  the 
])opulati(>n,  the 
collections  in 
London  may  be 
said  to  be  about 
eleven  dollars 
to  each  unit. 
Tliese  figures 
a  r  e  i  n  t  li  e 
rough,  and  of 
course  do  not 
show  a  rela- 
1  i  vely  heavier 
tax  on  London- 
ers. They  show 
rather  that  in 
the  excise  dis- 
trict of  London 
manufacturing 
is  carried  on 
for  consuni])- 
tion  outside  of 
the  district  ; 
in  other  words, 
London  is  a 
manufacturing 
center.  This 
proof  is  not 
a  b  s  ol  u  t  e.  a  s 
goods  may  \>c 
made  elsewhere 
and  excised  in 
in  such  case  the  proof  is  that 
a  distributing  point.  The  total, 
accrued  revenue  from  excise  in 
IS!)4     was    $349,8()5.98,    nuule    up 
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as    follows:    Spints.    $81,07;!.:^]  : 
.$.•{00.00;  limit,  .$01,408.20:   tol.a.-.- 
ciKai-.s,  .$128,14:i.:i2;   iH'trol"uiii.  in 
$11,85.5.72:    other    re- 
ceipts,  $:^82.()0;     bal- 
ance   from     last    year. 
$1,170.00. 

There  is  no  ollu'r 
city  ill  Ontario  that 
niannfactnres  as  many 
cigars  as  Lomlim,  and 
only  one  city  in  the 
Dominion  where  more 
are  mannfactnred.  Jii 
1805  the  ci<j;arniakers 
of  London  used  .■{50,- 
102  ])oniids  of  I'aw 
leaf,  from  which  they 
manufactured  21 .270.- 
875    ci-ars. 

London    is    rig-htly 
the  headquarters   of 
the  Western  Ontario 
Commercial  Travellers' 
Association,  and  some 
idea  of  the  magnitude 
of  London's  wholesale 
concerns  may  be  form- 
ed fi-oni  the  fact  that 
this  organization  num- 
bers   in    the 
hood    of    fivi 
ni  embers. 
They  cover 
c  o  m  m  e  r  - 
cially  the 
w hole    of 
W  e  s  t  e  1-  n 
Ontario, 
while  those 
i  11    111  a  n  y 
lines  tra\('l 
f  r  o  ni    t  he 
Mari  t  i  m  e 
Provinces 
on  tlie  At- 
lantic   to 
British  Col- 
umbia   on 
the  Pacific. 
The    Asso- 
ciation was 
formed   in 
1870. and  in- 
corporated 
four   years 
later.  "The 

present  secretary,  Alf.  Robinson,  has  held 
office  for  fourteen  years.  The  Association 
has    an     insurance    sch(>ine    for    d(>ntli.     ;icci- 


malt    li(pi< 

)l'. 

(lent     and    sickness. 

.  S()(;.(il2.! 

:!  : 

organization    liiiancia 

])ecti<)li   I'e 

'S. 

It     goc^s    without 

and    is    a     I'lourishing 

li.y.  . 

saying  that  London's 
commercial  supremacy, 
while  the  i-esult  in  ;i 
large  degree  of  the  ex- 
cellent railroad  system 
of  wliich  it  is  the  hub. 
arises  mainly  in  the 
first  place  from  the 
a  g  r  i  c  u  1 1  u  r  a  1  I'ichness 
of  the  country  sur- 
rounding it.  Middlesex 
is  one  of  the  most 
favored  counties  in 
Ontario,  and  it  is  sur- 
rounded l)y  counties  of 
so  like  a  natui'e  that 
tlu!  Western  Peninsula 
forms  a  more  fertile 
tract,  with  more  diver- 
sified productions,  than 
exists  anywhere  else 
under  the  sun.  This  is 
not  rhodomontade.  It 
is  the  cold  fact,  the 
literal  truth.  Dra^v  a 
line  northward  from 
the  Niagara  River  to 
the  (ieorgian  Bay,  and 
westward  of  that  line 
in  Ontario  will  be 
und    an 
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here    is    brought    to 
known   as    "  mixed    fi 
tion      b(>ing     ])aid      to 


perfection    the    process 

inning,"    special    atten- 

the     dairv     industry. 
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Of  all  tile  counties  iii  the  fertile  .section 
west  of  Toi'oiito,  Middlesex  stands  second 
both  in  the  nnniber  of  its  cheese  factoi'ies 
and    of    its    creameries.      In    the    ]iroduction 
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of  wool  it  is  sixth,  some  of  the  more  hilly 
counties  outranking  in  this  particular,  and 
it  is  third  in  the  raising  of  cattle.  It  stands 
easily  first  in  the  number  of  horses,  while 
it  is  far  and  away  ahead  of  all  others  in 
the  lines  of  poidtry  and  bees.  The  State 
of  Michigan,  though  in  the  same  latitude,  is 
not  so  highly  fa\-oi-ed.  for  horses  have  to  be 
imported  from  this  section  to  prevent  de- 
terioration of  the  stock  there.  This  is  not 
generally  known,  nor  is  the  still  more  en- 
viable fact  that  the  race  horses  of  the  fa- 
mous "  blue  gi-ass "  region  in  Kentucky  are 
constantly  maintained  by  the  iniiK)rtation 
of  sii'cs  and  tlanis  from  the  country  sur- 
rountling  London.  But  a  word  with  sjjecial 
reference  to  the  dairy  industry.  The  busi- 
ness was  begun  some  years  ago  in  a  modest 
way,  but  its  development  has  been  system- 
atic, and  has  reached  enormovis  proportions. 
Able  and  scientific  instructors,  sent  out  at 
the  instance  of  the  Government,  have  had 
apt  and  intelligent  pu])ils,  and  there  is  now 
no  quarter  of  the  universe  from  whence  oui' 
cheesemakers  fear  competition,  so  far  as  the 
quality  of  their  product  is  concerned.  The 
chee.se  has  not  only  reached  a  high  degree 
of    perfection,    but    it     is     of     unifoini     excel- 


U'lice.  Fi'om  ('\cr\  point  ol'  \iew,  the  devel- 
opment of  I  lie  cheese  and  butttu'  tra<l<!  has 
been  of  beiiclil  to  the  disti'ict,  and,  keeping 
in  view  London's  position  with  regard  to 
shi]iping  f.'icilities,  it  cannot  fail  to  b(^  sei^n 
that  advance  along  this  line  means  jn'ogress 
for  London. 

The  productifju  of  oil  and  sail  is  carried 
on  to  a  large  extent  in  the  ilistrict.  while 
the  fishery  interests  on  the  noitli  and  south 
are  considerabks  antl  luml>ei-ing  is  a  feature 
of  the  section  known  as  tlu^  Ontario  pvn- 
insula.  Tlie  vineyard  region  has  l)een  high- 
ly developed,  and  all  semi-tropical  fruits  are 
raised  in  abundance.  Tobacco  cidture  may 
be  said  to  be  in  its  infancy,  as  it  is  only  of 
recent  years  that  its  cultivation  on  a  sys- 
ti'matic  and  extensive  scale  has  been  carried 
on.  though  the  refugee  negroes  from  the 
South  raised  more  or  less  of  it  ever  since 
their  landing  in  this  section.  The  raising  of 
tobacco  was  cari'ied  on  in  what  is  now  a 
portion  of  London,  but  was  then  the  town- 
ship of  Westminster,  while  the  American 
war  was  in  jarogi-ess.  The  plant  was  i-aised, 
however,  for  home  consumption,  and  not 
for  commercial  purposes.  The  fact  is 
wortliN     of    note    mainly    as   an   indication  of 


siii;i;ii'i''  cA-Mi^Hox. 

the    natin-e    of    the     soil     in     the    immediate 
vicijiity. 

The  ]>roductiveness  of  the  surrounding 
count i\-  naturally  enough  suggested  an  ex- 
hibition    to     the     i)ioneers.    and    those    of    us 
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wli()  visit  the  Western  l"".iir  iil'  lo-d.-iy  li;i\e 
imieli  reason  to  heed  well  tlu-  aiKice  ol'  old, 
"I)es])ise  not  the  day  of  small  things,"  as 
we  consider  the  development  of  this  insti- 
tution from  its  beginning.  While  London 
was  yet  a  hamlet  an  agricultural  associa- 
tion had  s])rung  up  in  the  surrounding 
country,  and  its  first  exhihitions  were  held 
on  the  court-house  squai'(>.  The  date  of  the 
first  is  not  ascertainable,  hut  certain  cir- 
cumstances render  it  prohahli^  that  it  was 
about  188-1,  before  London  had  yet  attained 
the    dignity    of  a  village.     The    Horticultural 


selected  near  A(lel;iide  street.  This  soon 
became  urisat isfacti>ry  i'oi'  some  reason  —  it 
could  not  have  been  lack  of  room — and 
another  shift  was  made,  the  site  being 
transferred  to  the  north  end  of  Talbot 
street.  Here  a  niagniflcc^it  I)uildi7ig  —  foi- 
tlios(!  days  —  was  erected,  and  heri^  was  htdd 
the  first 'Provincial  Fair  in  1851.  The  build- 
ing is  still  standing.  Loi'd  Elgin  cauH^  from 
Quebec  to  formally  opeTi  the  Fail'  and 
proved  an  immense  drawing  card.  Tiadi- 
tion  says  that  thirty  thousand  peojile  wei-e 
jiresent    on    the    principal    day    of   the    Fair. 


.1.    Kunw 

F.  Odlclsinitli. 


W  I.NNKU': 

I!.   S(i 


INTION'XA  TIONAI,     BASKHALL    THOPIIV,     1877. 


.1. 

ithaii 


iiiiuiij,'.  W.  Spence.  K.  Sinnci'villc. 

I'liil.    Cowers.  j\[.  Dinncii.  Hcin  an  Doesclier. 


and  Mechanical  Association  of  the  town  of 
London  was  not  organized  till  sixteen  years 
later,  in  1852,  the  first  officers  being  : 
President,  Marcus  Holmes;  vice-presidents, 
Geo.  W.  Harper  and  John  Wanless  ;  secre- 
tary, J.  C  Meredith  ;  treasurer,  John  Brown: 
directors,  James  Daniells,  L.  Lawrason,  Wm. 
Rowland,  A.  Lowrie,  W^m.  Ross,  Elijah 
Leonard  and  Joseph  Anderson.  The  Fair 
of  the  earli(»r  jjeriod  seems  to  have  grown 
apace  and  flourished,  and  tlie  squai'e  be- 
coming too  small  for  its  accommodation,  a 
move     was     made     eastward,     a    site     being 


It  is  a  thankless  task  to  upset  a  cheerful 
tradition,  but  if  thirty  thousand  people 
were  ever  on  that  lot  at  one  time  a  pile 
driver  must  have  been  used  to  get  them 
in  place.  However,  making  all  allowance 
for  the  elasticity  of  figures  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, there  was  a  very  large  attend- 
ance. When  the  Provincial  Fair  returned 
in  1861  new  grounds  had  been  acquired,  the 
Crystal  Palace,  the  pride  of  those  days, 
standing  at  the  junction  of  Wellington 
street  and  Central  avenue.  How  the  lands 
came    to    be    the   property  of   the   city   is  an 
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Edward  Parncll.  Jr. 
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i;.   W.   Bennett. 


Hobt.  A.  Carrother. 
Stephen  O'JIeara. 
F.  G.  Kuinhall. 
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interestiiii;'  t.ilc   not   i^ciicrally  known.     'I'licy  iloii 

were    ]);iit    ol'    the    oiHliiaiicc    iaiids,    and    Mr.  alio 

John    C;irlini(,  as  city  nieinl)er,  tried  to  pur-  moi' 

chase  them  t'l'om  tlie  Government  for  the  cit  \ .  t  he^ 

Mr.    Vaiikousilnu't.    Connnissioncr    ol'    Crown  I  lie 
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Lands,  refused  to  sell,  but  of- 
fered to  make  an  exchange. 
The  city  owned  a  plot  of 
about  twenty -four  acres  on 
the  Hamilton  Road,  at  the 
south-west  cornel-  of  the  road 
leading  to  the  Meadow  Lily 
Mills,  and  this  was  offered  to 
the  Government  in  exchange. 
The  report  of  the  valuator. 
Mr.  Emei-y,  father  of  the  pres- 
ent Mr.  A.  S.  Emery,  was  not 
such  as  to  cause  the  Governmeii: 
official  to  close  the  deal,  anii 
the  matter  laid  in  abeyanci 
In  tlie  course  of  time  Mr.  Van- 
koughnet  died,  and  on  the  re- 
moval of  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment from  Quebec,  Mi-.  Coffin 
l)roiiglit  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  Mr. 
Carling,  asking  il'  it  could  not  be  closed. 
That  gentleman  communicated  with  the 
city    authorities,    with    the    result    tliat    Lon- 


luii-cd  tile  1,111(1  at  ^Ir.  Enierys  valu- 
It  pro\('(l  a  hicky  transaction  in 
ways  than  one.  The  P^iir  held  on 
i;i-ounds  proved  sucii  a  success  that 
iiiiotcrs  felt  that  no  pent-up  London 
contained  their  powers.  In 
1S()7  the  idea  of  a  Western 
Fair,  to  which  the  whole 
peninsula  should  be  tributary. 
was  l)roached.  The  East  Mid- 
dlesex Agricultural  Society 
and  the  City  Horticultural 
Society  fell  in  eagei'ly  willi 
the  plan,  and  it  was  carried 
into  effect  the  following  year. 
Just  exactly  who  mooted  the 
project  cannot  definitely  be 
stated.  The  suggestion  was 
made  casually  in  the  course 
of  a  conversation  between 
.lohn  Campbi'll.  .1.  M.  Cousins 
and  W.  Y.  Brunt  on.  as  they 
stood  in  a  gi-oup  on  the 
grounds  "watching  the  surg- 
ing crowd.  The  idea  was 
(juickly  seized,  with  what 
result  we  know.  The  record 
of  the  Fair  is 
one  of  con- 
tinued suc- 
cess, though 
all  has  not 
been  plain 
sailing.  In 
1.S71  the  City 


LONDON    ELECTRIC    LIGHl     WoliK-. 

Council  resolved  to  sell  the  Fair  grounds, 
but  afterwards  rescinded  tlie  motion.  The 
agitation  for  the  sale  was  continued,  how- 
ever,    and     th(>     (iiu^stion     being     left    to    the 
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Fred.  ScitVr 
Chas 


LONDON     P,ASi:i!AI,I.      IKA.M.     .IINK,      IS'JT. 
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Sei-hi-ist.  AJ.  .).  Caiiu-y.  A.   I).   Ilolmaii.  xMaiiager.  Pwrvv  Ward. 

L.  Johnson.  Johnny  Quinn.  JIasct)t.  W.  Kfivh.-nx . 


Alfonso  Connolly. 
W.   llviid. 
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i-atepayers,  they  in  1880  decid 
ity  of  9  3  that  the 
grounds  should  be  sold. 
The  Council  refused, 
or  rather  neglected,  to 
carry  out  the  wishes 
of  the  people,  and 
indeed  it  was  not  till 
five  years  afterwards 
that  a  portion  of  the 
g  r  o  u  n  d  s  was  sold . 
This  placed  the  Fair 
directors  in  an  awk- 
ward place.  The  re- 
maining 2)ortion  of  the 
site  was  too  small,  but. 
securing  the  Drill  Shed 
and  ordnance  lands, 
and  fencing  in  Gre;it 
Market  street  (now 
Central  avenue),  very 
passable  grounds  and 
buildings  were  oli 
tained,  and  the  make- 
shift Fair  passed  off  t  ( > 
the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  The  follow- 
ing year  saw  the  insti- 
tution on  a  ne%\'  basis. 
The  city  had  in  the 
meantime    become  the 
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hy  a   major- 


)\vner  of  what  is  now 
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known  as  Queens  Park, 
then  called  "Salter's 
drove. "  The  Council 
advanced  funds  to  the 
amount  of  .STO.OdO.  new 
Imildings  were  erected, 
.ind  the  ])resent  Fair 
-■ite  became  an  accom- 
|)lished  fact.  It  is  far 
and  away  the  best  the 
Fair  directoi's  have 
ever  controlled.  The 
main  building  is  200  x 
SO.  ;iii(l  cost  about 
S2.-).U0U.  Kail  way  sid- 
ings run  to  the  site  on 
one  side,  and  electric 
cars  enter  the  grounds 
on  the  other.  The  cat- 
I  le  sheds  are  the  best 
ill  the  Pr()^■ilu•e.  Wm. 
-Mclh'ide  Avas  the  .sec- 
retary of  the  Western 
Fair  'till  his  death  at 
the  foundering  of  the 
Victoria  in  1881,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by 
(ii'orge  McHroom,  who 
held  office  for  lught 
years,  since  when  the 
secretary  has  been  T.  A. 
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Browne.  In  the  early  days  the  oflicc  tjf 
president  whs  rarely  or  never  held  more 
than  one  year,  but  since  ISST  C'ai)t.  A.  W. 
Porte  continnonsly  held  that  otlice  till  his 
removal    to  Toronto   in    1S!)7.  wlicn  ("ol.    Levs 


nOR    SECTION 


was  elected  to  succeed  him.  The  previous 
presidents  had  been  as  follows  :  1868,  Jas. 
Johnson:  1870,  Jas.  Johnson  :  1871,  Richard 
Toolev:  1S72,  Wni.  Saunders:  1874,  Jas. 
.lohnson:     lS7.'i.    .John    II.    (Ji-ifliths  :    ]87().   A. 


1/ 
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THE    Hl'RON    &    ERIE    LOAN  AND    SAVIXGy    CU. 


THE    AGKIcri.T 


KAL    SA\i: 
CUMIWNV. 


AND    LOAN 


S.  Emery:  1878,  Joseph  Johnson;  1S7!),  And. 
McCoi-nii'ck;  1880,  Georj^e  Douglas:  1882.  John 
Plunnner  :    188.3,    John    Kennedy  :     1884,    E.    K. 

Robinson;  1886, 
Richard  Whetter; 
1887-96,  A.  W. 
Porte. 

A    special    fea- 
'rj^,      .  ■      ture  of  the  West- 

I      ern    Fair  of   late 
, '^  1      years    has    been 

what  is  known  as 
the  "attractions" 
—  diversified  per- 
formances alter- 
nating with  the 
speeding  of  the 
horses.  These  have 
been  under  the 
sn])erint  endence 
of  Mr.  W.  J.  Reid, 
and  have  added 
greatly  to  the 
receipts  of  the 
'    pleasure    of   the 
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Fair    IJoard    and   enhai 
s|)ectators. 

A   fail-  test    of  commercial    progress    i 
tound    in  the  post  office   returns,  and  as 


to    be 
uch.  a 
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lew  I  it;' 1 1  res  iiiM  \'  lie  tal<('ii 
as  sliowiuj;-  Loudon's  dv- 
velopnieiit.  These,  how- 
ever, are  not  to  be  taken 
as  the  full  measure  of 
the  progress  of  the  oity, 
for  the  I'eason  that  they 
I'epresent  the  business 
(lone  at  the  London  Post 
Oftice  j'roper.  There  are 
four  other  offices  within 
the  city  limits.  These 
fan  scarcely  be  described 
as  branch  offices,  inas- 
much as  all  were  in 
existence  before  they 
were  included  in  the 
bounds  of  London  city. 
They  are  rather  sub- 
sidiary offices,  to  invent 
a  phrase,  and  consist 
of  London  East,  Ealing, 
Askin,  and  St.  .lames" 
Park.  London  had  l)een 
a  settlement  thi'ee  years 
before,  in  1829,  it  boast- 
ed of  any  post  office,  and 
the  first  one  was  so  in- 
conveniently   situated 
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that  it  \\as  fairly  regarded  as  "out  in  the 
woods."  It  was  a  log  house  situated  on 
North  street,  as  near  as  can  be  calculated 
where  the  jog  at  present  exists  on  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  grounds  of  the 
Convent  of  the  Saci-ed  Heart.  G.  J.  Goodhue 
was  the  first  postmastei',  and  he  held  the 
office,  save  for  a  short  period  when  John 
Harris  acted  temporarily,  till  1852,  Avhen  L. 
Lawless  was  a])pointed,  and  continued  in 
the  position  till  his  superannuation  in  1880. 
The  present  incumbent,  R.  J.  C.  Dawsoji. 
succeeded.  He  has  been  connected  Avith  the 
office  in  one  ca])acity  or  another  since  the 
appointment  of  Lawless  as  postmaster. 
His  assistant,  J.  D.  Sharman,  has  been  in 
the  office  since  1859.  The  inconvenient 
l)osition  of  the  post  office  in  early  days 
led  to  a  petition  to  the  Government,  which 
resulted  in  its  transference  to  Goodiiues 
store,  in  the  commercial  district  at  the 
intersection  of  Dundas  and  Ridout  streets. 
At  the  beginning  there  was  but  one  mail 
arriving  and  dejjarting  each  week.  Now 
the  number  is  practically  countless,  and 
there  is  one  hour  in  each  day  in  which  no 
less  than  forty-lixc  mails  are  made  up, 
while  every  hour  tlie  ])rocess  is  going  on. 
Shortly  aftei-  the  establishment  of  the  post 
oHice  .lolm  Nichols  began  on  his  own  account, 
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with  the  Government's  .sanc- 
tion, a  system  of  postal  de- 
livery, charging  one  penny 
for  letters  and  a  haU'-ixMiny 
for  papers.  This  he  continued 
till  1876,  Avhen  reguhvr  car- 
riei's  were  appointed,  and  the 
free  deHvei-y  of  mail  matter 
was  inaugurated.  From  year 
to  year  since  tliis  s\stem  lias 
been  am])litied,  till  now  all 
portions  of  the  city  ari' 
served  with  a  semi-daily 
delivery,  while  in  the  com- 
mercial districts  there  are 
four  and  five  deliveries  each 
day.  As  the  business  center 
of  the  place  changed,  the 
]iost  office  was  removed  to 
l\iclnuond    street,   next   door 


south  of  the 
present  site, 
w  here  it 
(•  ()  71 1  i  nued 
till  I  S  ()  0  , 
■\\'  hen  the 
neAV  office, 
■which  had 
been  i  n  tlie 
course  o  f 
erection  for 
two  years. 
was  taken 
possession 
of.  Ten  years 
later  exten- 
sive addi- 
tions were 
made,   and 


T.    Ct.    MEREDITH, 

City  Solicitor. 


/ 


.loiix   I'oi'i:. 
t'itv   Tieasuit 


till'  date  is  not  far  distant 
w  lien  still  further  extensions 
will  have  to  l)e  made  to  ac- 
ciiMimodate  the  ever-increas- 
ing business.  In  the  early 
(iOs  the  rev^enue  of  the  post 
oflice  ran  about  .$12,000  per 
annum.  From  that  time  on 
there  were  gradual  increases. 
For  the  period  1870  80  tlic 
axei'age  annual  revenue  was 
.'>:!.").()0'(».  ranging  from  $28,()()() 
to  .Sll.OOO  in  round  numbers. 
In  1887  the  revenue  reached 
S1(;.()00,  and  $-17,000  the  fol- 
lowing year.  Since  that 
period  the  annual  i'e\enn(' 
has  been,  omitting  the  mh] 
cents:  1889.  .$51,500;  18!H». 
.$51,700;    1891,  $.51,387;  1892, 


C'itv  Auditor. 


i.    ().    OHAYDOX. 
City  Engineer. 


■STEPHEN    ciiWr. 
Citv  As.sessiaeiil  ('(nmnissi 


$56.20:^;  1898, 
$58,264;  1891, 
$58,910  :  the 
return  for 
1895  show- 
ing in  the 
n  e  i  gh  b  o  r- 
hood  of  $60,- 
0  0  0.  The 
money  order 
I)  ranch  of 
the  London 
Post  Office, 
a  s  m  i  g  h  t 
naturally  be 
exjiected  in 
such  a  com- 
mercial cen- 
tei',  is  a  most 
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iin|)ol'(;ilit  depart  liH'iif.  In  tlic  !'( >lli  i\\  iii<;-  lal)i(' 
will  be  i'oiiiid  soiiu'  lijiUi'i's  llial  will  ^\yc 
an  idea  nl'  the  iiiajj^iiitiKU-  of  tliis  depart- 
liUMlt     di'    the    ))()stal     sc'|-\ic(' : 
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Duiiii;^-  the  last  ])()slai  year  (if  wliicli  \v<> 
ha\('  ictiinis  tlicic  were  iiiailcd  at  the 
London  Tost  Ollicc  alxnit  L'.Iili^.dOO  letters 
and     ."iT^.dOO     |)ost     cards     Tor     places    w  itliiii 


*' 

W 

I'HI':    ('AKIJN(. 

BKKWIXi; 

No.  of 

Aiiuniiit 

Aiiiomit 

Yeai'. 

iioney  ordi' 
issued. 

rs        (if  orders 
issui-d. 

of  Ol-d.'I'S 

l.iid. 

1883  — 

4.8f)7 

$    S<».():!!)   S!) 

$ 

280.45 1    47 

1884  — 

5.17(; 

S'.I.OIK)  3.") 

272,0(37  38 

1885  — 

d.OlS 

lOI.OlS  55 

314,544  09 

1886  — 

(k-J.-J.-J. 

DS.SOO    (!) 

320.024  30 

1887  — 

(),(;()(; 

!);!.S7()  55 

317..")0!)  90 

1888  — 

().1!)7 

Si).  151   -J] 

3(iO.(i4l    18 

1889  — 

(;.i(i7 

.S<.).()4.S    IS 

35S.0SI    41 

1890  — 

7.:!;{i 

!)1. (■.()!)  5(i 

317.400  (il 

1891  — 

.S.2.S1 

!)I.5II    72 

.•!70.2!)2  71 

1892  — 

S.KKi 

si:J(;-j  52 

:',71A  1  1  (K! 

1893  — 

S.(i:!4 

SSJOI    (»() 

375,551    00 

1894  - 

!).:i()7 

!)(i.35S  51 

:{S(i.o.")()  l:! 

the  Donnni 
and  13.500 
The  nuinhi 
newspapers 


n   of   Canada,  and  .300.000  letters 

]Kist    cards    I'oi-    other    eonntries. 

ol'     hooks,    circulars,    transient 

deeds,     insui'anc-e    policies,    etc.. 


amounted  to  about  092,000,  parcels  9,000, 
articles  of  fifth  -  class  mail  matter  28,000, 
and  registered  articles  31,000.  The  total 
value  of  the  2)f)stage  stamps  jdaced  u])on 
the  above  matter  was  al>out  $97,700.  As 
London  is  the  distributing  center  for  a  large 
l)t)rtion  of  Western  Ontai'io,  the  amount  of 
forwarding  mail  matter  is  very  extensive. 
There  were  about  (iO.OOO  registered  articles 
forwarded    from    this    office    during    the    la.st 
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year  quoted,  and  about  900  registered  jmrcels  almost  entirely  taken  up  in  icceiving,  sort- 
received  from  Liver])ool.  The  time  of  the  ing  and  des])at('hing  I'oiwiird  mail  matter, 
night    staff,    whic-li    consists    of    four    m(>n.   is  Tlic   tnllowint;-   t;il)li'   will    "ive    an    idea  of 
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I.     il.    -MAI, I. MAX, 
1st  Vic-I'rt'sident   I...ii(l(.n  llniif 


ADAM    BECK,    M.    F.    H., 

On   ■•  L<iii,iJ-.shi)t."  now  iiwned  bv  His  (;i-ac( 
the  l)\ike  of  .Marll)oi-ough,   England. 


(;  IJ  A  N  D      MILITARY      S  T  E  E  P  L  E  C  H  A  S  K  , 
At   London,   Canada  West.   9th   .Ma>-.    1S4S. 

STCWAKOS  :      CAPTAIN   DAVENPORT,    ROYAL   REST.   :  LT.    FISHER,    R.    A.   ,  LT.    DOUGLAS.    MTH   REGT. 

from   a   litho.    of  l^ainling   by    Lady    Alexanders    kindly  loaned  iy    John    Labalt. 
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the  transactions  of  1  lu'  savinti;s  hank 
department  of  the  London  Post  Oflicc.  It 
may  be  explained  that  these  ti^urcs  re]>rc- 
sent  only  the  transactions  recorded  in  l)ooks 


issued  at  the  London  oHic  e.  So,  wliile  some 
of  these  Iransad  ions  may  have  ofcui'red  at 
other  ofHces,  no  aceomit  is  taken  of  local 
transactions    in    wliich    l)ooks  issued  at  other 
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offices  we 

•e  used. 

11  otlier  \\-ords. 

tliis  table 

is    made 

uj)    from    tiie 

led^rcr    a< 

•count     1 

ce])t     at     bead- 

quarters 

and   not 

:'roni   tbe    local 

books : 

YeHf. 

Di'i)().sits. 

Withdrawals. 

1885  — 

$  l(i(5.542 

$  120,90:{  57 

188f)  — 

149.5(il 

]24.:!(;()  07 

1887  — 

iT.-^.o:^) 

lM.9(i(>  42 

1888  — 

2(19.812 

102.019  50 

1889  — 

l();;.2S(i 

l:!9.;!02  50 

1890  — 

i:!5.42() 

179.00:!  S2 

1891  — 

114.2.")() 

150.020  01 

1892  — 

120.91:; 

12:!.  5  70  01 

189:^ 

125.287 

]22.:!08  00 

1894  — 

120.5(il 

i:w.7i:i  91 

1895  — 

1()8.:^19 

128.098  49 

It   iiia^ 

•  anius(>   ; 

iiiateur   ])oliti- 

s^' 


'  INULESH'E,-    IIESIDEXCE    UF    E.    JU-NES    TAILKE,    ES'^. 


cal  economists  to 
draw  morals  from 
tbese  fijj;ures.  but 
in  reality  they 
I ) rove  notbing  be- 
yond tbe  fact  tbat 
tlie  wage-earners 
of  London  are  in 
genei-al  a  ])rovident 
class.  Tbe  deposits 
may  exceed  the 
withdrawals,  or  tbe 
\\itbdrawals  be  in 
excess  of  tbe  de- 
pcjsits.  in  any  given 
period,  and  tbe  fact 
in  eitbei'  case  gives 
ns  no  basis  on  wbitdi 
to  form  an  intelli- 
gent conclusion. 
Tbe  figures,  never- 


KKSUiENCE    Ol'    JOHN'    MtCLAKY. 


RESIDEXCE    OF    DANIEL    KEGAN 


CITY   OF   LONDON. 


117 


siK-akiii^;-    |i.m.|,Ic 
where    illiteracy 
There    is     no 
])aper    press   is 


•(■u|>\iii^  a  terrif(>r\- 
at  t  lie  lowest  point. 
ul)t  lliat  tlie  news- 
iii{lisp(nisal)le    factor 


111  modern  coniniercial  pi-ogi-ess.  The 
early  history  of  news])a])er(h)ni  in  Lon- 
don is  clouded  in  mystery.  It  seems 
to  have  been  of  the  e\anescent  sort  at 
first,  and  tradition  takes  the  |)iace  of 
record.  In  1881  Edward  A.  Talbot  be- 
jjjan  the  publication  of  the  first  news- 
paper west  of  Hamilton,  but  its  name 
even  is  forgotten.  It  is  sup])ose(l  to 
have  been  published  in  London.  l)ut 
there  is  nothing  available  to  prove  even 
this.  The  first  date  that  can  be  defi- 
nitely fixed  for  a  news])a])er  in  Lon- 
don is  1S4(),  wlu'ii  the  In(iuirer  was 
published.  In  1844  Lemon  &  Hart 
issued  the  Times.  This  latei-  on  be- 
came the  ])roperty  of  J.  Cowley,  who 
))ublished  it  in  1848.  George  BroAvn 
pul)lished  the  Westei-n  Globe  in  1845, 
i)ut  it  was  i)rinted  at  Toronto  and  sent 
to     London     for    distribution.       In     1848 


liPiif!: 


LINE,    M  DONALD    &    CO 

theless,  are  interestin;. 
revenue,  however, 
there  is  a  point 
that  should  not  be 
overlooked,  and 
that  is  the  lower- 
ing of  the  cost  of 
postage.  The  in- 
troduction of  post- 
al cards,  and  the 
increase  in  weight 
of  letters,  has  no 
doubt  decreased 
the  revenue,  but 
notwithstanding 
this  London's  rev- 
enue has  gone  on 
increasing.  The 
fact  is  very  grati- 
fying, and  is  a 
sure  sign  of  prog- 
ress. But  we  must 
remember  that 
London  is  the  com- 
mercial and  social   centi'i 


JAMES    MAl'TJNSON, 

Alanagcr  Limdoii   Diiif;  Co 

I    iiiiliioli   lMii;'li> 


W  ATSON 
S.    I.OND 


&     CO..     \' 
ON     AND 
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J.  R.  Lovell  published  the  Gospel  Messenger. 
In  the  following  year,  1849,  an  official  tow  n 
crier  was  appointed  by  the  council,  so  we 
may  assume  that  newsjiaper  advertising 
was  still  undeveloped.  The  official  was  W. 
WiUianis,  and  lie  continued  his  office  till  liis 
death  a  few  years  ago.  He  rang  a  hell  at 
prominent  corners,  and  ])i'oclaimed  auction 
sales,  stray  cattle,  town   meetings,  entertain- 


l)ut  this  is  by  the  way.  The  fii'st  directf)ry  of 
London  was  ])ublished  in  1853,  and  it  is 
interesting  to  note  1  li.-it  in  its  advertisements 
there  are  found  the  uaiiics  ol'  ten  persons  who 
to-day  follow  tlie  same  occu])ations  in  London 
lliat  they  did  at  that  period.  They  are  E.  J. 
I'arke.  J.  II.  Flock,  and  T.  Parti'idge.  jiuiior. 
lawyers:  A.  (i.  Smyth  and  F.  B.  Heddomc. 
insur.-ince  agents:    John    Law,    brasswoi-ker : 


T.  1851-62  m. 
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ments,  lost  children,  etc.  The  fact  that  he 
began  his  announcements  with  the  old  Sax(jn 
formula.  "Oyez!  OyezI  Oyez!"  and  invari- 
ably closed  with  "God  Save  the  Queen!"  used 
to  excite  mild  amusement  in  later  years,  but 
it  was  ])robably  an  oHicial  formality  when  he 
was  first  appointed.  Latter-day  officers, 
whose  delicacy  of  ear  exceeds  their  erudition, 
have  perverted  the  "Oyez"   into  "Oh!  yes!" 


John  Campbell,  carriagemaker ;  IS.  A. 
Mitchell,  druggist:  Wm.  Dewey,  gold  and 
silver  smith,  and  E.  Yealland,  merchant  tailor. 
Geo.  Railton  was  the  ])ublislier  of  the  first 
directory.  A  second  one  in  IS'iB  was  ])rinted 
at  the  office  of  the  Atlas.  o])])osite  the  City 
Hall,  Hunter  &  Culbert  being  the  propi-ietors. 
In  1857  the  Atlas  became  the  Prototype 
(Marcus  Talbot,   editor),  the   other  pajjers  in 
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tlic    city   at     

tliat    t'inu' 
\)c  I  ll<;'     tile 
Free    I'ress 
(  J  .     &     S  . 
BlcU-khiirii), 
a  n  (1     t  li  (' 
H  e  !•  aid. 
owned    by 
A.    Lepsy. 
Of      late 
years    sev- 
e  r  a  1     a  t  - 
t  e  111  ])  t  s 
have    been 
ni  a  d  e    to 
establish    a 
third  paper 
in    s u e e e s - 
sion   to  the 
Prototype, 
whic-h   was 
eoiid  acted 
foi'    niaiiy 
year  s    b  _y 
John    Siddons,    now 
of    the   customs  sei'- 
vice,  and  hiter  undoi' 
the    name    of    the 
Herald,    by    Colonel 
Dawson,  now  of  the 
militia  service.     The 
late.st  is    tlie    News, 
the    only    one    flint 
has    succeeded     in 
passing    its    fiist 
ijirtliday.     It     w.i^ 
establishe<l    in  .Iiiii;'. 
1896.       There     hav 
been  chan>;-es   in   1  he 
staff,  and    Mr.  C  li. 
Keenleyside    is    now 


time  the  head  of  lliis  en- 
tci'|irise.  At  this  time 
there  are  three  daily 
|ia])ers  in  London  —  the 
l''re(^  Press  publishinj^ 
morning  and  evening 
editions  (Iail\-.  the  Adver- 
tiser and  News  evening 
oiil\-.  The  origin  of  the 
t  wo  latter  is  within  mem- 
ory—  that  of  the  former 
goes  further  back.  The 
initial  nunilxn'  of  the  Free 
Prt^ss  was  printed  from 
a  plant  that  had  previ- 
ously been  used  on  one 
of  the  papers  that  had, 
prior  to  the 
trouliles  of 
IS.'JC)  7,  been 
strong,  not 
to  say  bit- 
ter, in  de- 
nunciation 
of  the"Fam- 
ilyCom])act" 
It  Avas  pub- 
d  at  St. 
riiomas,  by 
Thos.  Wat- 
son Wood- 
ward. When 
news  of  the 
affair  at 
Montg  om- 
ery's  reach- 
ed St.  Thom- 
as, Wood- 
ward said 
to  a  crowd 
around  him, 
"Well,  boys. 
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A.    M.    >-Mllli     &    (()..     WHO 

1  ;iin  11  rcl'oniH'i'.  1ml  no 
he  ahandoiied  his  ])ai)er 
and  shouldered  his  musket 
to  assist  in  ])utting  down 
tlie  uprising.  Thos.  Parke, 
heing  about  to  become  a 
jjarhamentary  cand i d a t e . 
shortly  afterwards  bought 
the  plant  and  had  it  I'e- 
moved  to  London.  He  in 
turn  sold  it  to  a  man 
named  Hartstaii',  or  Hark- 
statr.  from  whom  it  was 
puirhased  by  W.  Suther- 
land in  1849.  He  started 
the  Free  Press,  and,  al'ter 
conducting  it  for  a  time, 
sold  out  to  .Josiah  Black- 
burn in  18r)2.  Three  years 
later  the  paper  was  made 
a  ilaily.  The  firm  for 
many  years  was  composed 
of  that  gentleman  and  his 
brother,  Stephen  Black- 
burn, but  with  increasing 
l)usiness  it  was  trans- 
foi'iued  into  a  joint   stock 


i.i:sAi,i-:  (iUdcKKs. 
rebel."   whel'eupon 


c()m])any.    wliich     it    remains.      Mr.    Josiah 

Blackbui-ii     (now    deceased)     was     for     many 

years    chief   editoi-ial   writer     on    the    Quebec 

Chronicle,  and  on  the  starting  of  the  Toronto 

Mail  he  was  selected  as  the  chief  of  the  staff 

of  lliat   ])aper.  which  position  he  retained  for 

a     length    of    time. 

when    he    returned 

to  the   Free    Press. 

'{"he  Advertiser  was 

lounded  in  1808  by 

.loliii    Cameron,   its 

present   head.     Hew 

.1.  11.  Robinson  had 

an   otHce  ^vhere  the 

Fvangelical   Wit- 

iH>ss  was    ])id>lished 

and   job   |)rintiiig 

carried   on.     Earl  \ 

in   the  OO's  Thom,i- 

K \ a  n  s     was     in 

charge    of    this    ol- 

lice    and    publisjicil 

the  News,  of  which 

th(^  late  W.  G.  Mon 

crieft'  was  editt)r.   It 

failed    in    1868.  and    the   management    of   the 

oHice  was    giyen  Ijv  Mr.    Kobinson    to    John 

Cameron.      He  soon  began  the  ])ublication  of 

the  Advei-liser.  th(^  fii'st  number  being  issued 

on   Octolx-r  28,  18()8.     At  the  start  it  was  non- 

]iolitical.  l)ut  later  espoused  the  Reform  cause. 

The    Lite   Wni.    Cameron    afterwards    became 

a   i)artnt'r.  as    also    did  W.  J.  Mcintosh.     The 
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former  died  in  1,S,S4,  and  the  latter  with- 
drew to  bofonie  i-lerk  of  the  Division  Court 
in  1881.  In  the  meantime  the  partnership 
liad  been  chanji^ed  to  a  jf)int  stock  eompany, 
whioli  it  still  remains,  .John  Cameron  being- 
princi])al  stockholder.  Early  in  the  7()"s  the 
proprietoi's  of  the  Ad\(M'tiser  ('stai)lished  a 
paper  called  the  Lil)eral  in  Toronto,  but  it 
was  dropped  after  a  few  weeks  as  an  un- 
successful venture.  After  the  retirenient  of 
Cordon  Brown  from  the  managing  editorship 
of  the  Toronto  Clol)e.  .John  Camei'on  took  his 
place,  Hon.  David  Mills  becoming  political 
editor  of  the  Advertiser;  but  at  tlu'  end  of 
his  term  of  engagemt^nt  Mr.  Cameron  re- 
turned   to    the    Advertiser,    his    interest    in 


continued  to  Itc  an  .■il)ic  (■\])i)ncnl  of  its 
vitnvs  up  (ill  tile  union  of  tlu^  various 
Methodist  bodies.  ^^  hen  ils  special  field 
ceased  to  exist.  The  Catholic  Record  was 
started  in  1878  by  Waltei-  Locke;  the  pres- 
ent pro])rietor,  Tliomas  Coffey,  soon  after- 
wards coming  into  |)ossessi(jn.  It  is  firm 
in  support  of  Catholic  principles,  but  digni- 
fied and  courteous  in  its  utteranct^s.  The 
Industrial  Banner  is  the  organ  of  the 
Trades  and  Labor  Council.  The  Farmer's 
Advocate  was  started  early  in  the  60's  by 
William  Weld,  and  is  now  published  by  a 
com|)ajiy  bearing  the  name  of  the  founder, 
whosi^  son.  Ml-.  .John  Weld,  is  the  manager. 
It    is    the    oidy    ])urely    agricultmal    journal 
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which  he  had  I'etained  in  the  meantime. 
The  earliest  record  of  newspajjer  prices 
appears  in  an  advei'tisement  of  the  Proto- 
type in  1850.  It  was  then  a  weekly,  and 
the  sul)scri]ition  ])rice  was  12s.  6d.  if  ])aid 
in  advance,  or  ir)s.  if  not  so  paid.  Taking 
a  bushel  of  wheat  as  a  unit  of  value,  a 
weekly  paper  was  worth  neai'ly  four;  uoav 
a  paper  immeasurably  superior  and  con- 
taining at  least  four  times  as  much  matter 
may    be    had    for    one    and    one-half. 

Two  successful  denominational  papers 
have  been  published  in  London  —  the  Evan- 
gelical Witness  and  the  Catholic  Record. 
The    former    was    a    well-written    sheet,    and 


founded  in  Canada  tliat  has  achiexed  last- 
ing success.  The  Canadian  Entomologist, 
a  monthly  magazine  devoted  to  the  inter- 
ests of  entomology,  is  also  published  in 
London.  It  is  issued  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Entomological  Society  of  Ontario,  and 
has  a  wide  scojie  of  usefulness  in  its  par- 
ticular field  of  labor.  This  journal  dates 
back  to  the  year  1868,  Rev.  C.  J.  S.  Bethune 
being  editor  from  its  inception  till  187;^. 
Dr.  Wni.  Saunders  was  the  next  editor, 
filling  that  position  till  1886,  when  Rev. 
Dr.  Bethune  again  assumed  the  duties,  and 
has  continued  in  the  position  to  the  pres- 
ent    time.       The      i)i'esent      officers     of      the 
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EiitDinoloi^iial  Society  are:  Presicleiit,  J. 
W.  Dearness,  London ;  vice-president,  H.  H. 
Lynian,  Montreal ;  secretary,  W.  E.  Saunders, 
London :  treasurer,  J.  A.  Balkwill,  London : 
librarian  and  curator.  J.  Alston  Moffat, 
London.  There  arc 
also  sections  for  the 
study  of  other 
branches  of  science 
connected  with 
the  Society  as 
follows:  Micro- 
SCO  p  i  c  a  1 — Dr. 
Hotson,  chair- 
man ;  Prof.  J.  H. 
Bowman,  secre- 
tary. Botanical- 
I.  Bond,  chair- 
man ;  Elliot  Kich- 
mond,  secretary. 
Geologic  al — S. 
Woolverton.  chair- 
man ;  .J  ohn  La  \\'. 
secretary.  Ornitho- 
logical — W.  E. 
Saunders,  chair- 
man; Dr.  W.  J.  Stevenson,  secretary. 

The  last  Dominion  Government  returns 
gave  London  a  high  I'ank  as  a  manufactur- 
ing and  industrial  center,  hut  it  is  not 
advisable  to  quote  the   ligvu-es    here.     In  the 


first  ])lace,  they  were  compiled  before  the 
i'eo|)ening  of  the  Grand  Trunk  car  shops, 
gi^■ing  em])]oynient  to  five  hundred  men. 
and  se\('ral  new  and  important  industries 
not  hitherto  pur- 
sued liere  have 
since  been  start- 
ed. F'oi-  this  rea- 
->on  tlie  I'eturns 
,u-c  i  II  I-  ()  ]■  r  e  (•  t 
now,  whatever 
may  have  been 
the  case  when 
first  made.  But 
there  is  another 
reason  for  ignor- 
ing the  figures, 
and  to  state  it  is 
to  approach  deli- 
cate ground  if 
one  is  to  avoid 
contioversy.  Ob- 
jection has  been 
taken  t  o  t  h  e 
Ciovernnient  statistics  on  the  ground  that  they 
give  the  number  of  "factories,"  ccmnting  as  a 
I'actoi'v  every  place  where  industrial  pursuits 
are  cai'ried  on.  whether  the  number  employed 
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be  one  or  one  liiindrcil  opci- 
atives.  Tlie  objection  is  jxt- 
fectly  valid  il'  capital  is  made 
out  of  the  nuinbiT  of  t'acto- 
I'ies.  It  has  no  weight  if  tlie 
figvires  are  desij^ned  to   show 
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<'il\-    in     ('anad;i.       If     woidd 
not     1)1'    ai)soliitely     true    o 
any  city  on  earth.     It  nevei- 
*    bet^n     siiice    the     world 
ln'i^.in.    nor-   will   it   be  so  till 


THE    I'ARMKK 
HOME    MAG 


THE    LATE    WJI.    WELD. 
Fai'iiiei-'s   Advocate. 

the  number  of  men  employed. 
If  a  man  spends  a  dollar  in 
the  city,  it  can  make  no  dif- 
ference in  its  commercial 
aspect  whethei'  he  has  earned 
the  money  laboring  in  a  rude 
shed  of  his  own  construction  or  in  com- 
pany with  scores  of  others  in  a  niannnoth 
factory.  That,  I  take  it,  is  so  clear  that 
it  only  needs  to  be  stated  to  be  admitted. 
So,  then,  it  is  nothing-  to  the  present  pur- 
pose to  specify  how  each  man  is  employed. 
It  is  sufficient  if  none  of  our  citizens 
are  unemployed  ;  and  that  such  is  the 
case    is    as    true    of  London    as    of   an-\ 


ADVOCATK    AND 
AZINE    OFFICE. 


(ill' arrival  of  the  millennial 
jx'riod. 

It  may  be  considered 
sui)erfluous  to  recajjitulate  at 
any  great  length  the  advan- 
tages that  London  possesses 
as  a  commercial  and  industrial  center,  or  as  a 
place  of  residence.  From  what  has  been  said 
in  statement  of  facts  the  intelligent  ]-cader 
can  readily  draw  his  own  conclusions.  He 
will  have  gathered  that,  in  the  way  of 
railway    accommodation,    there    is    no    bctter 
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AK'l'K-l     W  AK'KllursK    AM)    I XTKH  l()l{    VIKW. 


121 


CITY   OF   LONDON. 


(list  i-il)utiiii^    ]i()int     in    Ciiiailji.     'I'lii-cc    tnink  looked  is  soeii    in    tin-    large    number    of  fac- 

liues,    with     an     f(|ual     uuuiher    oL'    branches,  tories    and    wholesah'     houses    here    situated, 

converge    here,    while    an    independent    line  Two    ])()ints   shoidd    be  carefully  borne  in 

siv(\s    access    to  the  lakes.     These  facts   need  mind.     The    first    is    that    the    gre.it    bulk    of 


.70HN    (-HKISTiE, 
1S6U  _ 


H.    CiKAYDON 


.}.  M.  cousiy.' 

1871. 


JOHN    CAMPBELL, 

^_ii«2-a>-si.. , 


Kli.iah  Leonard,  Mayor   18.57  (see  Si-nators,  page  121). 


only    to    be    mentioned    to    conunand   the   at-  w.ige-earners   own  their   homes.     This  is  not 

tent  ion    of    the    shipper    and    of   the    maiui-  only    a    proof    of    the    flourishing    condition 

faeturer    whose    raw   material'  must    be    im-  of     manufactures,     but     it     is     a     guarantee 

ported.     That     they     have     not     been     over  of    stability.      Steady  -  going      men.      church 
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members    and     sii])])()rti'rs    (»!'    liii^li-clnss  cdu-  Tlic  second   |>iiint       1    will    Imw   lo  llic  cliitmii 

cational    institutions,    i-eariujj;    their    families  of    tiie    ])liilos()])liei-    \\iio    iiia\     sa  \    llial    it   is 

in     the    sanctity    and    comfort    of    their    own  only  tlie  first  one  ])r(^s(>iited    in   a    new   lij^ht: 

homes,    are     little    liable    to    be    an'ect<'(l    bv  I    belie\-e    so    nnsell'  —  is    tliat     (here    are    no 


C.   S.   IIyman.   .Maycir   l.SSt  (see  M.  P's.  paKe  1():!|. 


.1.    \V.    Lrrri.K.    .Mayor   l.SiC,  !«■  !I7  (sec  |)ai<e  1(1(1). 


denia<;()i^ues  and  agitutor.s.  There  is  no  slums  in  London.  Thei'e  is  no  distinc-t  sec- 
distinct  line  of  (deavage  between  employer  tion  in  which  residence  is  an  index  of 
and  em])loyed,  and  each  is  alike  intei'ested  social  status.  All  parts  of  tlie  city  are  alike 
in  the  prosperity  and    well-beijig  of  the  city,  desirable.     There    are    no  districts  of  squalor 
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ADAM     mXKS    VKiNKEK    AND    THIN    I,r.\lHKK    SAW 
MILLS    AND    BOX    WORKS. 
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UESiriENCE  OF  T.  F.  KIXi;SMIl.I,- 


KKISIIIFXI'E   (IF  JIISFI'll  SMITH. 


II.     .\1A(I<I.!N. 
E\-('li,iiii]i,iii    I'ulilir   Lil)i-ai-y.    l.SD.l  !)4. 

or    haunts     of    vice.     London     is     above    all  safe    investment    of   capital,    must  be  attrac- 

things  a  city  of  happy  homes.     The    general  tive     to     the     man     who     lias     retired    from 

conformation     of     the     city     guarantees     its  active    business,  and    many    such    have   made 

salubrity.     It    is    the    healthiest    city    in    the  London    their    a1)iding-plar-e.       In   the  quaint 

Dominion.     The    high    standing  of  its  educa-  phrase  of  the  Jubilee    hymn,    "There's  room 

tional     institutions,    with    the    facilities     for  for    many-a    more!" 
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ADDENDA. 


As  foreshadowed  in  the  begin niii<i-.  this 
work  is  necessarily  more  or  less  fragnien- 
tai'y,  and  the  conditions  under  which  it  A\'as 
written  and  ])rinted  made  it  im])()ssil)le  that 
all  subjects  c-ould  be  bi'ought  up  to  date  in 
their  pi'oper  sequence.  The  mass  oi"  material 
with  which  the  ^vriter  began  continued  to 
grow  as  it  became  known  in  some  quarters 
that  the  work  v,'as  in  pi-ogress,  and  the  march 
of  events  is  so  fast  that  a  subject  was  never 
really  finished  till  the  pages  Avere  printed. 
Succeeding  events  made  constant  revision 
necessary,  and  even  with  this  some  few 
omissions  orcurred  which  can  be  supplied  in 
this  place. 

On  page  28,  referring  to  the  command  of 
the  Artillery,  something  is  needed.  That  page 
went  to  press  while  the  affairs  of  the  Battery 
were  in  a  transitory,  not  to  say  somewhat 
muddled,  condition.  It  is  sufficient  for  pur- 
poses of  accuracy  to  say  that  Major  (Dr.) 
Geo.  Wilson  is  now  the  comnianding  ofiicer. 

Referring  to  old  Blackfriars  Bridge  (see 
ilhisti'ation  on  page  34),  it  niay  be  of  interest 
to  note  that  during  the  i-ebellion  of  'o7  sen- 
tinels were  posted  at  either  end.  and  no  one 
was  allowed  to  jjass  who  could  not  give  the 
countersign.  The  humor  of  this  lies  in  the 
fact  that  at  that  particular  time  the  water 
was  so  low  that  the  river-bed  cimld  be  crossed 
dry-shod. 

When  the  table  of  city  officials  was 
made  up  the  writer  was  not  aware  that  the 
John  Hughes  who  figures  as  village  clerk 
was  the  present  County  Judge  t)f  Elgin, 
whose  full  name  is  David  .John  Hughes. 
Mr.  Hughes  was  educated  at  the  London 
District  Grammar  School  under  the  master- 
ship of  Mr.  F.  A.  Wright.  M.  A.,  from  May, 
18.3.5,  until  July,  1837.  when  he  was 
articled  to  the  late  James  Given,  Esq., 
barrister  -  at  -  law  (afterwards  Judge),  and 
remained  as  the  managing  clerk  of  that 
gentleman  until  the  year  1810.  Duriiag  his 
clerkship  he  ^vas  appointed  Clerk  of  the 
Corj)oration  of  the  town  of  London  —  in 
succession  to  the  late  Wm.  King  Cornish  — 
which  t)tfice  he  held  until  he  was  called  to 
the  Bar  in  18i2.  During  his  clerkship  the 
I'ebellion  of  1837  broke  out.  and  he  then 
joined  the  xolunteers  witb  otiici-  stiidcnts- 
at-law. 


In  the  clia|)t('r  relating  to  i-hui'ches  it 
should  have  been  stated  that  it  was  in  the 
house  of  Dennis  O'Bi'ien  that  mass  was  for 
the  first  time  sjiid  in  this  part  of  Canada, 
and  not  only  his  house,  but  his  store  was 
always  open  for  the  clergy  and  for  all 
church  purposes  free  of  charge.  He  died 
May  17th,  186.5,  aged  73,  after  a  residence 
since  1827.  He  came  from  Cork,  Ireland,  in 
1811,  to  Maine,  then  in  1827  to  Canada. 
Mr.  O'Brien  was  a  contemporary  of  G.  J. 
Goodhue  and  .John  .Jennings,  a  trio  of  the 
most  public-spirited  and  hospitable  citizens 
of  the  early  days.  It  was  the  custom  of 
Mr.  Goodhue  to  entertain  the  children  of 
the  village  every  New  Year's  Day  —  a 
sleighi'ide  and  refreshments  forming  the 
basis  of  the  entertainment.  Some  few  of 
our  older  citizens  recollect  taking  part  in 
these  excursions. 

Those  who  take  part  in  the  Irish  Benev- 
olent Society's  banquets  of  to-day  may  be 
interested  in  reading  the  following  invita- 
tion of  tlie  early  days.  I  cannot  fix  the 
date,    l)ut    believe    it    to    be    about     1835: 


ifij-  *  '^ 


ERIN-GO-BRAGH. 

Sir.— The  honor  of   your  company  is  ie(|iiested  to 
a   national   dinner  at   the   Mansion-Hoii.se   Hotel.  Lon- 
don,   on    St.    Patrick's  Day.     Dinner  at   ."i  o'clock. 
Krh.vbd  Brown.      | 
.loHN  Talbot.  l.Manasers. 

Richard  ^Iurphv.   i  " 

D.   O'Brien,  I 

An  answer  is  requested  before  the  Kith.  Tii-kets 
to   he    liad   at    the    bar. 

Aiiothei-  invitation,  the  date  of  which 
(1835)  is  authenticated,  is  curious,  as  show- 
ing the  fashionable  hours  that  prevailed  at 
that    period  : 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morrill  present  their  compliments, 
and  reijuest  the  pleasure  of  your  company  at  dinner 
on  Fiidav.  Kith  of  January  next,  at  X  o'clock  p.  m. 
London'.    Dec.   2tth,   18:35." 

Of  all  the  documents  bearing  on  the 
early  history  of  London,  none  is  of  more 
interest  than  the  following  letter,  a  copj' 
of  which  came  into  my  hands  through  the 
courtesy  of  Mrs.  McMillan,  whose  mother 
was    the  writer  of   it.     As  showing  the  state 
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of  affairs  succeeding  the 
lebellion  of  18."57,  it  is  in- 
valuable, and  I  only  re- 
gret that  I  did  not  have 
access  to  it  when  the 
jjassages  referring  to 
the  rebellious  times 
were    fii-st    written  : 

Londdii,  May  81,  ISiS. 
My  Dkar  Mks.  Ckichton: 
Y.mi-  kind  and  ;ittVcti(iniitc 
letter  of  17th  .Iidv  last  i-anic 
ihdy  to  hand,  and  after  a 
nuii'ith  or  two  of  negliKence 
on  my  part  in  ans\veriii}<  it. 
the  rebellion  broke  out  and 
a  seiies  of  troubles  thereby 
.tecruing  has  pievented  my 
sooner  discharginfj  an  obli- 
gation so  long  due.  and  now 
as  things  aie  a  little  more 
settled  and  the  times  hear 
a  more  lively  aspect,  with 
the  return  of  sjjring,  a  sea- 
son which  brings  with  it 
cheerfulness.  I  will  attempt 
to  give  you  a  faint  sketch 
of  the  times  ui)on  which  we 
have  fallen.  London  since 
Decembei'  last  has  been  one 
continual  scene  of  confusion, 
crowded  with  soldieis,  and 
large  ninnbei's  were  billeted 
on  each  lK)Use  for  want  of 
barracks  ;  and  it  has  )>een 
but  recently  since  we  got 
rid  of  them,  and  an-ests  of 
])ersons  s\ispected  of  being 
implicated  in  the  outbreak 
were  going  on  through  the 
winter,  and  among  the  mun- 
ber  was  my  bi-other-in-law, 
Mr.  Ladd,  and  1  am  soiTy 
to  inform  you  he  has  been 
convicted  by  a  packed  and 
partial  jiuy.  and  is  now  in 
gaol,  but  the  .Indge  did  not 
think  propel-  to  pass  sen- 
tence (m  him  and  we  daily 
expect  his  i-elease,  but  it  has 
l)een  most  ruinous  to  him 
and  his  family,  and  all  of  us 
have  been  in  extreme  trouble 
about  him.  I  expect  as  .soon 
as  he  is  leleased  lie  will 
quit  the  country,  and  the 
absence  of  my  sister  is  an- 
other source  of  giief  to  me. 
My  sister's  (Mrs.  (iofl"s)  fam- 
ily has  been  sick  ;ind  she  has 
lost  one  of  liei-  children,  and 
finally  to  sum  it  all  up  in 
a  few  words,  I  nevei-  could 
have  dreamed  of  such  soie 
afflictions  and  trials  as  I 
have  been  called  to  pass 
through  foi-  the  few  preced- 
ing months,  but  1  have  gi-eat 
reason  to  be  thankful  that 
I  am  yet  spared  my  life  and 
health,  which  at  present  is 
tolerably  good.  ♦  »  ♦  Mi-. 
O'Brien  is  well.  He  has  e.s- 
caped  censure  from  all  pai-- 
ties,  and  has  done  a  gi-eat 
amount  of  business  with  the 
Government  and  has  gotten 
nearlv    all     his     nionev.      He 
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has  i-ciitcil  liis  Ijrii'k  Imildings  fm-  hMiracks.  ^\'l■  have  in 
town  alicput  :i(HI  rcKulais  and  cxin'cl  the  nunihci-  l(i  he 
increased  sliortly  U>  I.IHK).  (ii-ea(  dissatisfaction  and 
ex<'itcnient  |)revails  in  the  couiiti  y  and  many  are  daily 
leaving.  My  anxions  |)rayer  to  God  is  tliat  the  angel 
of  peace  may  .soon  lieslow  to  ns  again  tliose  halcyon 
da:ys  that  I  once  enjoyed  when  yon  were  with  me. 
It  almost  seems  if  you  could  return  that  with  yon 
I  could  resume  those  coveted  joys  and  pleasures, 
hut  they  ai-e  long  gone  by,  and  I  fear  a  long  time 
before  they  may  return.  «  •  «  j  have  still  a  hope 
when  peace  is  i-estored  Mi-.  Ci-ichton  will  see  it  his 
interest  to  leturn  to  this  country,  that  we  may  once 
moie  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting.  Mr.  O'Brien 
desii-es  to  be  i-emeniliered  to  you  and  Mi'.  C  Hop- 
ing this  may  reach  you  in  good  health  and  in  better 
spii'its    than   it   leaves. 

My   dear   Mrs.    Crichton, 

Your  affectionate  and   sinceie   friend, 
.T.VNE  CBrikn. 
Mrs.  Isabella  Crichton, 

Pictou.  Nova  Scotia. 

On  iJa^e  49,  Mr.  W.  S.  Siuitli  is  given 
as  the  mayor  for  the  yetir  1807.  The  pres- 
ent Sir  Frank  Smith  was  mayor  in  that 
year. 

On  page  77.  it  is  stated  undei-  the  por- 
trait of  Mr.  Robert  Reid  that  he  was  the 
first  chairman  of  the  Public  Library  Board. 
Mr.  Reid  occupied  the  position  later.  Mr. 
Henry    Macklin    was    the    first    chairman. 

In  regard  to  the  views  of  the  city,  it 
should  be  explained  that  those  taken  spe- 
cially for  this  work  ^vere  designedly  made 
at  a  time  when  the  trees  were  bereft  of 
foliage.  This  was  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing more  fully  the  nature  of  the  struc- 
tures, l>ut  it  takes  away  a  good  deal  of 
the  Ijowerlike  appearance  of  the  "  F'orest 
City "  in  midsununer.  A  bird's-eye  view 
at  that  season  wovild  appear  a  veritable 
forest. 

The  following  tables  from  the  latest 
Government  re])orts  are  given  nf)t  so  much 
for  the  information  of  local  readers,  but 
to  enable  investors  in  foreign  parts  to 
form  an  idea  of  the  merits  of  London  as  a 
city  for  placing  foreign  capital  for  investment: 


Bank  of  Toronto 

Canadian  Bank  of  Commeice    .  . 

Bank  of  Montreal 

Bank  of  Briti-sh  North  America.. 

Molsons   Bank    

Merchants  Bank  of  Canada 


$32,866,666  $14,538,333 

LOAN    AND    INVESTMKNT    COMPANIES. 

Agricultural  Savings  and  Loan  Company,  Daniel 
Regan,  president :  working  caiiital,  $l,0;iS.(it)t!.  Canadian 
Savings  and  Loan  Company.  Robt.  Fox.  president: 
working  cajjital.  .$1. SOT, 72.").  Dominion  Savings  and 
Investment  Societv.  Robt.  Reid.  president :  working 
<-ai)ita1.  .'*;2.2;«).llii:!.  '  Huron  .md  ImIc  Loan  and  Savings 
Co..  .b.bri  W.  Little,  |)resid.nl:  uoikiiig  capital,  .$().:^SI.- 
U\±  London  Loan  Comjianv  of  Canad.-i,  Thos.  Kent, 
president  :  working  rapit.il.  $1.  tli7.:a(>.  Ontario  Loan 
.uid  Debenture  Conipanv.  .lobn  .McCl.irv.  president  : 
working  c  ajpital,  $L2(I!I,I>!«.     I'eopl.-s  Building  and  Loan 
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Association,  Jiidgp  Ed.  Elliott,  president  :  workiiiK 
capital,  $101,873.  The  above  seven  loan  companies  all 
have  their  head  offices  in  London,  and  are  ainoni;sl 
the  most  s\iccessful  in  the  Province.  Theii- total  wink- 
ing capital  amounts  to  .$18,2{«,ni8,  a  large  portion  of 
whi<-li  ri'iiresents  .savings  of  the  people  in  this  district. 

LIFE     INSURANCE. 

yvrtlirni  Life  Asa.  Co.  — Head  office,  London:  Hon. 
Senator  Alills,  Q.  C  president;  John  Milne.  man- 
ager—Capital, $1,(X)I),()(X) :  subscribed,  .$8f)(),(K)l) :  paid- 
up,  .$10rHMXI. 

f.,ii,,li,,i  /.;/c  -  Head  office,  London  :  John  McC'lary, 
president:  .lolin  (J.  Hicliter,  manager  —  Subscribed 
capital,  .fi^.^iytHI:    (iovernment   deposit,    .$filMKKI. 

FIRE  INSURANCE. 
LiJiuldK  Mutual  —  Head  office.  London:  ('apt. 
Thos.  E.  Robson,  jire.sident;  D.  C".  Macdonald  nianagir. 
Directors:  James  W.  Cameron,  Joseph  H.  .M.nshali. 
Angus  Campbell.  D.  Brown.  John  Geary.  Ivicbard 
Gibson.  Robt.  McEwen,  Chas.  C.  Hodgiiis.  1).  C.  Mac- 
donald,  jr.,  assistant  secretary;  James  Grant,  treasuici-; 
D.  Macniillan,  accountant.     Sui'plus  assets,  ,$861,144. 

On  page  ;>()  it  is  intimated  that  the 
election  trial  was  not  then  conchided. 
Judges  Fei-gusoii  and  Kohertson  gave  jndg- 
ment  at  Osgoode  Hall,  on  Jnne  2(),  con- 
firming Maji>r  Beattie  in  the  seat.  They 
found  two  charges  of  corrupt  practice 
proven,  but  held  them  to  be  trivial  and  not 
such  as  to  affect  the  general  result  or  as 
part  of  a  ])lan  of  campaign. 


THE  JUBILEE  CELEBRATION. 

The  events  of  the  Jubilee  celebration  — 
to  mark  the  sixtieth  anniversary  of  Queen 
Victoria's  accession  to  the  throne  —  are  so 
fresh  in  the  memories  of  present-day  read- 
ers that  it  is  not  designed  here  to  give  a 
det.-iiled  report  thereof,  but  merely  to  jot 
down  such  meinoi'anda  as  will  serve  f(jr 
future    reference. 

The  main  display  was  on  Tuesday,  the 
2jJnd.  On  that  day  typical  June  weather 
prcvaileil,  and  the  city  was  crowded  with 
thousands  of  visitors  from  outside  jiarts. 
In  the  morning  the  troops  then  under 
canvas,  being  cotnposed  of  the  militia  per- 
forming the  annual  drill,  supplemented  by 
the  regulars  stationed  at  the  Barracks,  No. 
1  Company,  R.  C.  I.,  marched  to  Queen's 
Park.  The  staff  consisted  of  Lieut. -Col. 
White.  Lieut. -Col.  Stacey.  Lieut. -Col.  Dawson, 
Lieut.- Col.  Irwin,  Lieut.- Col.  Ellis,  Major 
W  a  dm  ore,  Capt.  Carpenter,  and  Capt. 
Hughes.  The  troops  in  parade  are  given 
under    the   engraving  : 

Each  battalion  had  a  regimental  band. 
The  line  f)f  march  was  from  the  Barracks  to 
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"THE   MARt'H   PAST."— First  Hussais  —  Lt.-Col.  Gaitslimc.      Aitilleiy   -  Major  Wilson.      Tvveuty-.sixth  Bat- 
talion—Lt.-t'ol.  Irwin.     Twenty-seventh  Battalion— Lt.-Col.  Kllis.     Thirty-second  Battalion— Lt.-Col.  Scott. 


.niJiLi:!':  day  —  staut  ok   thk  parade,  DCFFEmx  a\eni'e. 
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Queen's  I'ark.  .nul  wms  crowdecl  uitli  s|)cc- 
tatnrs.  Arrived  at  the  Park,  a  series  of 
military  inananivres  were  performed. 

In  tlie  afternoon  there  was  f^iven  the 
largest  parade  ever  seen  in  London.  The 
route  was  from  Victoria  Park  and  adjacent 
streets  along  Dufferin  avenue  to  Richmond, 
to  Dundas.  to  Wellington,  to  King,  to  Ade- 
laide. Dundas  street  and  to  the  Park.  At 
the  head  of  the  jiarade  came  the  London 
wheelmen,  100  strong,  with  beautifully  dec- 
orated wheels.  Then  came  the  7th  Battalion 
band,  followed  by  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  .50  strong  ;  the  Inde]iendent 
Order  of  P\)resters,  100  strong;  and  the  Ca- 
nadian  Order  of   Chosen  Friends,  1:25  strong. 

The  27th  battalion  l)and  followed,  pre- 
ceding the  Grand  Pnited  Order  of  (kid- 
fellows,  twenty  strong;  and  the  Canadian 
Order    of  Oddfellows,    sixty    strong. 

The  .S2iul  Battalion  band  marched  in  front 
of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  100  strong, 
who  were  followed  by  the  Canadian  Order 
of  Foresters,  ninety    strong. 

The  Musical  Society's  liand  mandied  next, 
preceding  the  Ancient  Order  of  Foresters.  'AOO 
strong,  and  Juvenile  Foresters,  1(10  strong. 

The  Orangemen  followed.  200  strong,  led 
by  the  fife  and  drum  band,  after  which  came 
the  2fith  Battalion  band:  the  Sons  of  Eng- 
land, 140  strong:  the  Irish  Benevolent  Soci- 
ety,   Aldermen    and    School    Board. 

The  firemen  accompanied  the  procession 
as  far  as  the  grounds,  and  then  marched 
back  to  duty.  At  8.20  the  head  of  the  pro- 
cession entered  the  Park,  and  at  8.50  the 
march  past  the  grand  stand,  crowded  with 
some    4,000    spectators,    was    completed. 

Col.  Dawson  acted  as  grand  marshal,  and 
was  assisted  by  Major  Stuart,  2(ith  :  Capt. 
Niven,  26th;  and  Capt.  Dawson,  of    the  27th. 

The    lodges  were  marshaled  as    follows  : 

A.  O.  U.  W.  -Marshal  Col.  Dawson. 

I.  O.  F.— .las.  Ciawfoid  and  .1.  W.  lirvnol.l.-.. 

C.  O.  C.  F.-B.  J.  Nash. 

G.  U.  O.  O.  F.^Moigan  Gray. 

C.  O.  O.  F.-Wni.  Bavless. 

t'.  O.  F.-.I.  Armstrong. 

A.  O.  F.-.J.  W.  Metherall. 

.Juveniles— T.  ('.  Bartlett. 

L.  O.  L.— W.  Shouher. 

S.  O.  E.-.S.  Loveless. 

Tailing  the  procession  came  some  thirty 
members  of  the  fanrous  Robin  Hood  drill 
corps  of  Court  Forest  City,  A.  O.  F.,  in 
charge  of  Capt.  John  Brown,  who,  on  their 
arrival  in  front  of  the  grand  stand,  went 
througii  a  series  of  b'eautifuUy  executed 
evolutions  to  the  music  of  the  "  Golden 
Trumpet  March,"  played  by  the  Seventh 
band.  The  Foresters  wore  green  helmets  with 
red    and    white    plumes,    green    velvet    tunics 


and  white  tights,  a  very  effective  costume. 
Athletic  sports  were  indulged  in  till  night- 
fall, and  an  exhibition  of  a  run  with  the 
hounds  was  given  by  members  of  the  London 
Hunt.  His  Worship  Mayor  Little  read  the 
Queen's  message  to  the  Canadian  jieople.  and 
Lord  Aberdeen's  reply  thereto,  as  follows: 
Government    Ho\ise. 

Ottawa,  .Jmie   22. 
His    Honor   tlx'    Lientenant-CTOvernor.  Toronto  : 

Riflean  Hall.  Ottawa.  6.20  a.m. -Be.st  greetings. 
I    have   just    received    the    following: 

••  Buekingham    Palace. 

••  London.  .June    22. 
"The  Governor-tieneral  of  Canada.  Ottawa.   11.(17  a.m.: 
■•  From    mv    heart      1     thank     mv     beloved     people. 
.May  God  bless' them.        (Signed)     VlCTOHl.\.   R.  L" 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the   rei)ly  sent 
to  the  Queen: 
••  To   the   Queen,  l^ondon  : 

•'Ottawa,  Tuesday,  6.12  a.m.  [11.12  ,i.  m..  (Green- 
wich   time]  : 

•'The  Queen's  most  gi-acio\is  and  (ouching  mes- 
sage, this  moment  i-eceived.  shall  be  innnediately 
made  known  to  Your  Majesty's  i)eo|ile  throughout 
the  Dominion,  and  will  stir  afresh  hearts  alreaily  fvdl 
on  this  memorable  day.  We  otter  the  glad  tribute 
of  loval  devotion  and  affectionate  homage  God  save 
and   bless   the   Queen.  (.Signed)    ABKHDKKX. 

'•  Goveruor-tieneral." 

Tremendous  cheers  greeted  the  reading 
of  these  messages,  the  bands  adding  to  the 
effervescent  loyalty  of  the  assembled  throng 
with    "God   Save    the    Queen." 

To  celebrate  the  event  Mayor  Little  had 
presented  to  each  school  child  in  the  city  a 
medal,  a  facsitnilc  of  which  is  ])ublished  in 
the  front  of  this  book,  and  he  also  pre- 
sented a  silver  medal  to  each  member  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

At  night  the  city,  whicli  had  been  re- 
splendent with  flags  all  day,  was  fairly 
ablaze  with  electrical  displays,  and  the  scene 
was  one  never  before  equalled  in  the  city. 
The  Sons  of  Scotland  had  an  illuminated 
fiery  cross  on  the  reservoir  hill  at  Spring- 
bank,  and  the  military  a  campfire  on 
Barracks  Hill.  During  the  morning  a  tree 
was  idanted  by  St.  Andrew's  Church  con- 
gregation in  honor  of  the  day.  Mr.  James 
Gillean.  the  oldest  member  of  the  congre- 
gation, i)laced  the  tree  in  position.  To  sum 
it  up  in  the  words  of  an  observer :  "  Lon- 
don the  Less  could  not  have  celebrated 
the  Jubilee  of  Her  Gracious  Majesty  more 
loyally  or  enthusiastically  had  the  beloved 
sovereign  of  the  people  been  present  in  per- 
son to  inspire  them  with  her  (nu'cnly  pres- 
ence. It  was  a  celebration  Ix'fittitig  the  oc- 
casion, and  it  was  the  ])atriotic  oiitiiouring 
of  a  faithfid  ])eople,  the  homage  of  devoted 
and    loving   sid)jects." 

The  chairman  of  the  connnittee  was  Aid. 
W.  H.  Winnett ;  secretary.  Mr.  C.  A.  King- 
ston :  treasurer,  Mr.  P.  W.  D.  Brodrick. 
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VIEWS   OF   LONDON. 

Business  Section  of  London  about  1838 
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Springbank,  looking  iiorth-wesl 

Stage  Coach        ----- 
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The  Forks  and  fiist  Log  Cabin,  1826 

rpi>er  West    Pond      ----- 

Victoria   Oisaster.  May  24th,  1881 

X'icu    south-west  from  Court  House,  1844 
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Abbott,    A.  S.     -         -         - 
Anderson.    Murrav 
Baldwin,   RL    Rev.  M.iuric 
Barker,   William     - 
Bavlv.    Rev.   B. 
Beat  tie.   Major  Thos. 
Becher.   Henrv 
Beck,   Adam     - 
Bennett.    R.    W. 
Blackburn,  .losi.ih 
Bland.  John 
Bowm.in.  John 
Browne,    Thos.   A. 
Bn.kc.   Dr.    R.   .M.  ^ 
llinucll.   Col.        - 
(  ,iiiirr,,n,  Sheritr    - 
(  .Miicrou.   Wm. 
Canipljcll.   .lohn        - 
C.-irlin-.  Thos.     - 
Carling.  T.    II. 
C.Lilinu-.    lion.  Sir  .b)hn     - 
C.n  rot  licis.    I.'obl.    A.      - 
Christie,  .lohn     - 
Cooper.   Neil     • 
Cornish,    F.   L. 
Cous-ins,    .1.   .M 
Cowan,  R.    K.     - 
Cowan.  James 
Cronyn,   Rt.  Rev.  BenJ.im 
Crouyn,  Verschoyle 
Ci-onyu.   Benjamin     - 
Davis,  Judge   - 
Dillon.  John  M. 
Douglass,  Hugh  M. 
Drc.inev.   Henry 
Lgan.  .ias.         -'       - 
Klliot.  .ludge  William 
Llliol.  Skeftington 
Klliott.  Judgi'  Fdwar<l 
Kllwood.  O.  -        -        - 

Lsserv.   F.  T. 
First    Hussars 
Forristal.  .1. 
Fraser.  .!.    II.   - 
(Jartshore.    Lt.-Col.    W.   ? 
(iearv,  Wm.    - 
(iibbons,  (ieo.  C. 
tiinge.  J.   H.    - 
Glass,  Sheriff  Wm. 
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Oaicers(7th)at  Clark's  Cro.s' 
Olmstead.   (i.   W. 
O'.Meara.   Steiihen  - 
Parke.   E.  Jones 
Parnell,   Edward,  Jr.      - 
Pe;irce,   J.   S.         -         -         - 
Perrin.    1).   S. 

Pinsonneault.    Rt.  Rev.  P. 
Pioneer  Hunter  and  Son 
Pope.  John 
F'ritchard.   Rolx-r! 
Regan.    Daniel    - 
Reid.    Robert    - 
Rcid.   W.  .1.  -         -         - 
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Smith.  Sir  Fr.-mk 
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Spencer.    W.    M. 
SIrvelv.   Sam.    E. 
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Taylor.  (Jeorge 
Turner.  John 
W.ilker,   Col. 
Walsh.   Most    Rev.  John 
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Wilson.   Judge 
Winners  Baseball  Trophv. 
Wimiett.  W.   H.     - 
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L/o         Sremner,  Archibald 
L6B7  '''^  °^  ^^^'^^^ 
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